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William T. Sherman

“When I move, the Fifteenth corps will be on the right of the right wing . . .  and if you have watched the history of that corps, you will have remarked that they generally do their work up pretty well. The truth is, the whole army is burning with an insatiable desire to wreak vengeance upon South Carolina. I almost tremble at her fate, but feel that she deserves all that seems in store for her.”  





GEN William T. Sherman to GEN Henry Halleck 



    
                                              Savannah, Ga, Jan 1864

The Campaign of the Carolinas
 Union After-Action Reports and Correspondence

Jan-Apr 1865
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THE CAMPAIGN OF THE CAROLINAS
Summary of Principle Events
Jan.
1-Apr. 26, 1865

The Campaign of the Carolinas.

3-17, 1865.
Transfer of the larger portion of the Army of the Tennessee, under Major-General Howard, from Savannah, Ga., to Beaufort, S.C.

8, 1865.
Maj. Gen. John A. Logan, U. S. Army, resumes command of the Fifteenth Army Corps, relieving Maj. Gen. Peter J. Osterhaus.


14, l865.
--

Advance of Union forces from Beaufort to Pocotaligo, S.C., and skirmishes.


15, 1865.
--
Destruction of the U.S. monitor Patapsco, in Charleston Harbor, S.C.


20, 1865.

Reconnaissance from Pocotaligo to the Salkehatchie River, S.C., and skirmish.


25, 1865.
--
Reconnaissance from Pocotaligo to the Salkehatchie River, S.C.


26, 1865.
--
Skirmish near Pocotaligo, S.C.


27, 1865.
--
Skirmish at Ennis' Cross-Roads, S.C.


28, 1865.
--
Skirmish at Combahee River, S.C.


29, 1865.
--
Skirmish at Robertsville, S.C.


30, 1865.
--
Skirmish near Lawtonville, S.C.


31, 1865.
--
The Department of North Carolina constituted, to consist of the State of North

Carolina, and Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield, U.S. Army, assigned to its command.

Feb.
1, 1865.
--

Skirmish at Hickory Hill, S.C.





Skirmish at Whippy Swamp Creek, S.C.


2, 1865.
--

Skirmish at Lawtonville, S.C.





Skirmish at Barker's Mill, Whippy Swamp, S.C.





Skirmish at Duck Branch, near Loper's Cross-Roads, S.C.





Skirmishes at Rivers' and Broxton's Bridges, Salkehatchie River S.C.


3, 1865.
--

Action at Rivers' Bridge, Salkehatchie River, S.C.





Skirmish at Dillingham's Cross-Roads or Duck Branch, S.C.


4, 1865.
--

Skirmish at Angley's Post-Office, S.C.





Skirmish at Buford's Bridge, S.C.


5, 1865.
--

Skirmish at Duncanville, S.C.





Skirmish at Combahee Ferry, S.C.

6, 1865.
--

Action at Fishburn's Plantation, near Lane's Bridge, Little Salkehatchie River,

S.C.





Skirmish at Cowpen Ford, Little Salkehatchie River, S.C.





Skirmish near Barnwell, S.C.
 

Feb.
7, 1865.
--

Skirmish at Blackville, S.C.





Skirmish at the Edisto Railroad Bridge, S.C.





Reconnaissance to Cannon's Bridge, South Edisto River, S.C.


8, 1865.
--

Skirmish at Williston, S.C.





Skirmish near White Pond, S.C.





Skirmish at Walker's or Valley Bridge, Edisto River, S.C.





Skirmish at Cannon's Bridge, South Edisto River, S.C.


9, 1865.
--

Maj. Gen. Quincy A. Gillmore, U. S. Army, assumes command of the

Department of the South, vice Maj. Gen. John G. Foster.





Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield, U. S. Army, assumes command of the Department

of North Carolina.





The advance of the Twenty-third Army Corps arrives at Fort Fisher, N. C.





Skirmish at Binnaker's Bridge, South Edisto River, S.C.





Skirmish at Holman's Bridge, South Edisto River, S.C.

Feb.
10, 1865.
--
Skirmish at James Island, S.C.





Skirmish at Johnson's Station, S.C.


11, 1865.
--
Action at Aiken, S.C.





Action at Johnson's Station, S.C.





Attack on Battery Simkins, S.C.





Action near Sugar Loaf, N. C.


11-12, 1865.
--
Skirmishes about Orangeburg, S.C.


12-13, 1865.
--
Skirmishes at the North Edisto River, S.C.


14, 1865.
--
Skirmish at Wolf's Plantation, S.C.





Skirmish at Gunter's Bridge, North Edisto River, S.C.


15, 1865.
--
Skirmish at Congaree Creek, S.C.





Skirmish at Savannah Creek, S.C.





Skirmish at Bates' Ferry, Congaree River, S.C.





Skirmish at Red Bank Creek, S.C.





Skirmish at Two League Cross-Roads, near Lexington, S.C.


16-17, 1865.
--
Skirmishes about Columbia, S.C.


17, 1865.
--
Union forces occupy Columbia, S.C.





Confederate forces evacuate Charleston, S.C.





Skirmish near Smithville, N. C.


18, 1865.
--
Union forces occupy Charleston, S.C.


22, 1865.
--
Union forces occupy Wilmington, N. C.





Skirmish near Camden, S.C.





Skirmish near Wateree River, S.C.





General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army, assigned to command of the Army of

Tennessee and all troops in the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and

Florida.


23, 1865.
--
Skirmish near Camden, S.C.


24, 1865.
--
Skirmish at Camden, S.C.


25, 1865.
--
Union forces occupy Camden, S.C.





Skirmish at West's Cross-Roads, S.C.





General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army, assumes command of the Army of

Tennessee and all troops in the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida.


Feb.
26, 1865.
Skirmish at Lynch's Creek, S.C.





Skirmish near Stroud's Mill, S.C.


27, 1865.
--
Skirmish near Mount Elon, S.C.





Skirmish at Cloud's House, S.C.


28, 1865.
--
Skirmish near Cheraw, S.C.





Skirmish near Rocky Mount, S.C.

Mar.
1, 1865.
--

Skirmish at Wilson's Store, S.C.





Maj. Gen. Jacob D. Cox, U.S. Army, assumes command of the District of

Beaufort.


2, 1865.
--

Skirmish at Chesterfield, S.C.





Union forces occupy Chesterfield, S.C.





Skirmish at Thompson's Creek, near Chesterfield, S.C.


3, 1865.
--

Skirmish at Juniper Creek, near Cheraw, S.C.





Skirmish at Thompson's Creek, near Cheraw, S.C.





Affair near Big Black Creek, S.C.





Union forces occupy Cheraw, S.C.





Skirmish near Blakeny's, S. C.





Skirmish near Hornsborough, S.C.


4, 1865.
--

Skirmish at Phillips' Cross-Roads, N. C.


4-6, 1865.
--
Expedition from near Cheraw to Florence, S.C., and skirmishes.


5, 1865.
--

Skirmish near Cheraw, S.C.


6, 1865.
--

General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army, assumes command of all troops in the

 Department of North Carolina.


7, 1865.
--

Skirmish at Rockingham, N. C.





Skirmish at Southwest Creek, N. C.


8, 1865.
--

Skirmish at Love's or Blue's Bridge, S.C.


8-10, 1865.
--
Battle of Kinston, or Wise's Forks, N. C.


10, 1865.
--
Engagement at Monroe's Cross-Roads, S.C.


11, 1865.
--
Skirmish at Fayetteville, N. C.





Union forces occupy Fayetteville, N. C.


13, 1865.
--
Skirmish near Fayetteville, N. C.


14, 1865.
--
Reconnaissance from Fayetteville on the Goldsborough road to Black River, 

N. C., and skirmish.





Reconnaissance from Fayetteville on the Raleigh road to Silver Run Creek,

N. C., and skirmish.





Union forces occupy Kinston, N. C.


15, 1865.
--
Skirmish near Smith's Mills, Black River, N. C.





Skirmish at South River, N. C.


16, 1865.
--
Skirmish at Little Cohera Creek, N. C.





Battle of Averasborough (or Taylor's Hole Creek), N. C.





General G. T. Beauregard, C. S. Army, announced as second in command of

Johnston's army.





Lieut. Gen. Alexander P. Stewart, C. S. Army, assigned to command of the

infantry and artillery of the Army of Tennessee.


17, 1865.
--
Skirmish at Averasborough, N. C.





Skirmish at Falling Creek, N. C.


18, 1865.
--
Skirmish at Mingo Creek, N. C.





Skirmish at Bushy Swamp, N. C.





Skirmish near Benton's Cross-Roads, N. C.


18, 1865.
--
Maj. Gen. Jacob D. Cox, U.S. Army, relieved from command of the District of

Beaufort and assigned to command the Provisional Corps.


19, 1865.
--
Skirmish at the Neuse River Bridge, near Goldsborough, N. C.

Mar.
19-20, 1865.
--
Skirmishes at and near Cox's Bridge, Neuse River, N. C.


19-21, 1865.
--
Battle of Bentonville, N. C.


20, 1865.
--
Skirmish near Falling Creek, N. C.


21-Apr. 25, 1865.
--
Stoneman's Raid in East Tennessee, Southwestern Virginia, and Western North

Carolina


21, 1865.
--
Union forces occupy Goldsborough, N. C.





Brig. Gen. Innis N. Palmer, U. S. Army, assumes command of the District of

Beaufort.


22, 1865.
--
Skirmish at Mill Creek, N. C. Skirmish at Hannah's Creek, N. C.





Skirmish at Black Creek, N. C.


23, 1865.
--
Skirmish at Cox's Bridge, Neuse River, N. C.


24, 1865.
--
Skirmish near Moccasin Creek, N. C.


27, 1865.
--
The Tenth Army Corps reorganized and Maj. Gen. Alfred H. Terry, U.S. Army,

assigned to its command.


28, 1865.
--
Skirmish near Snow Hill, N. C.


29, 1865.
--
Skirmish near Moseley Hall, N. C.


31, 1865.
--
-Skirmish at Gulley's, N. C.





Skirmish at Hookerton, N. C.





Maj. Gen. Jacob D. Cox, U.S. Army, assumes command of the Twenty-third

Army Corps.

Apr.
1, 1865.
--

General Sherman's army reorganized.





Skirmish near Snow Hill, N. C.


2, 1865.
--

Maj. Gen. Joseph A. Mower, U. S. Army, assumes command of the Twentieth

Army Corps.





Skirmish near Goldsborough, N. C.


5-7, 1865.
--
Destruction of U.S. transports on Neuse River; N. C.


5-15, 1865.
--
Expedition from Charleston to the Santee River, S.C.


5-25, 1865.
--
Expedition from Georgetown to Camden, S.C., and skirmishes at





Dingle's Mill, near Sumterville (9th), near Statesburg (15th), at Bradford Springs

and Boykins' Mill (18th), at Denkins' Mill (19th), and at Beech Creek, near

Statesburg (19th).


10, 1865.
--
General Sherman's army moves from Goldsborough toward Raleigh, N. C.





Skirmish at Boonville, N. C.





Skirmish at Moccasin Swamp, N. C.





Skirmish near Nahunta Station, N. C.


11, 1865.
--
Skirmish near Smithfield, N. C.





Skirmish near Beulah, N. C.





Union forces occupy Smithfield, N. C.





Affair near Pikeville, N. C.


12, 1865.
--
Action at Swift Creek, N. C.





Action near Raleigh, N. C.


13, 1865.
--
Union forces occupy Raleigh, N. C.





Skirmish near Raleigh, N. C.





Skirmish at Morrisville, N. C.


14, 1865.
--
Skirmish near Morrisville, N. C.





Affair near Saunders' Farm, N. C.


15, 1865.
--
Skirmish near Chapel Hill, N. C.


18-26, 1865.
--
Hostilities between the armies of Generals Sherman and Johnston suspended.


26, 1865.
--
Surrender of the Confederate Army in North Carolina at Bennett's House, near

Durham Station, N. C.

The Campaign of the Carolinas
 Organization of the Union Forces

January-April, 1865
                                          [image: image4.png]



COMMANDER/  Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman

ARTILLERY/  Bvt. Maj. Gen. WILLIAM F. BARRY
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RIGHT WING

ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE

Maj. Gen. OLIVER O. HOWARD

Fifteenth Army Corps/ Maj. Gen. JOHN A. LOGAN

FIRST DIVISION/ Bvt. Maj. Gen. CHARLES R. WOODS
First Brigade./ Bvt. Brig. Gen. WILLIAM B. WOODS
Second Brigade. /Col. ROBERT F. CATTERSON
Third Brigade./ Col. GEORGE A. STONE.
SECOND DIVISION / Maj. Gen. WILLIAM B. HAZEN
First Brigade./ Col. THEODORE JONES
Second Brigade / Col. WELLS S. JONES
Third Brigade. / Brig. Gen. JOHN M. OLIVER.

THIRD DIVISION /  Bvt. Maj. Gen. JOHN E. SMITH.
First Brigade/ Brig. Gen. WILLIAM T. CLARK.

Second Brigade/ Col. CLARK R. WEVER / Col. JOHN E. TOURTELLOTTE. 
FOURTH DIVISION / Bvt. Maj. Gen. JOHN M. CORSE.
First Brigade / Brig. Gen. ELLIOTT W. RICE.
Second Brigade / Col. ROBERT N. ADAMS.
Third Brigade / Col. FREDERICK J. HURLBUT.
ARTILLERY/ Lieut. Col. WILLIAM H. ROSS.
Seventeenth Army Corps / Maj. Gen. FRANK P. BLAIR, Jr.
FIRST DIVISION /  Maj. Gen. JOSEPH A. MOWER / Brig. Gen. MANNING F. FORCE.
First Brigade./ Col. CHARLES S. SHELDON / Brig. Gen. JOHN W. FULLER.
Second Brigade / Brig. Gen. JOHN W. SPRAGUE / Col. MILTON MONTGOMERY / Brig. 


Gen. JOHN  W. SPRAGUE.
Third Brigade / Col. JOHN TILLSON/ Col. CHARLES H. DE GROAT/ Lieut. Col. JAMES S.   


 WRIGHT/. Bvt. Brig. Gen. JOHN TILLSON.

THIRD DIVISION / Bvt. Maj. Gen. MORTIMER D. LEGGETT / Brig. Gen. MANNING F. FORCE/ Bvt. Maj. Gen. MORTIMER D. LEGGETT. 
First Brigade /  Brig. Gen. MANNING F. FORCE / Col. CASSIUS FAIRCHILD / 


Brig. Gen. MANNING F. FORCE/ Brig. Gen. CHARLES EWING.

Second Brigade / Col. GREENBERRY F. WILES / Brig. Gen. ROBERT K. SCOTT
FOURTH DIVISION. / Bvt. Maj. Gen. GILES A. SMITH
First Brigade / Brig. Gen. BENJAMIN F. POTTS
Third Brigade /  Brig. Gen. WILLIAM W. BELKNAP
ARTILLERY / Maj. ALLEN C. WATERHOUSE / Maj. FREDERICK WELKER.
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LEFT WING

ARMY OF GEORGIA

Maj. Gen. HENRY W. SLOCUM.
Fourteenth Army Corps / Bvt. Maj. Gen. JEFFERSON C. DAVIS.
FIRST DIVISION /  Brig. Gen. WILLIAM P. CARLIN /  Bvt. Brig. Gen. GEORGE P. BUELL / Brig. Gen. CHARLES C. WALCUTT.
First Brigade / Bvt. Brig. Gen. HARRISON C. HOBART.
Second Brigade / Bvt. Brig. Gen. GEORGE P. BUELL / Lieut. Col. MICHAEL H. FITCH. /



Bvt. Brig. Gen. GEORGE P. BUELL.
Third Brigade / Lieut. Col. DAVID MILES / Lieut. Col. ARNOLD MCMAHAN / 


Col. HENRY A. HAMBRIGHT.
SECOND DIVISION / Bvt. Maj. Gen. JAMES D. MORGAN.
First Brigade / Brig. Gen. WILLIAM VANDEVER.
Second Brigade / Lieut. Col. JOHN S. PEARCE / Brig. Gen. JOHN G. MITCHELL


Third Brigade / Bvt. Brig. Gen. BENJAMIN D. FEARING / Lieut. Col. JAMES W. LANGLEY.
THIRD DIVISION / Bvt. Maj. Gen. ABSALOM BAIRD.
First Brigade/ Col. MORTON C. HUNTER.
Second Brigade / Lieut. Col. THOMAS DOAN / Col. NEWELL GLEASON.
Third Brigade / Col. GEORGE P. ESTE / Lieut. Col. HUBBARD K. MILWARD / Brig. Gen.
GEORGE S. GREENE. 
ARTILLERY / Maj. CHARLES HOUGHTALING.
Twentieth Army Corps / Bvt. Maj. Gen. ALPHEUS S. WILLIAMS/  Maj. Gen. JOSEPH A.  MOWER
FIRST DIVISION / Brig. Gen. NATHANIEL J. JACKSON / Bvt. Maj. Gen. ALPHEUS S. WILLIAMS.
First Brigade / Bvt. Brig. Gen. JAMES L. SELFRIDGE.
Second Brigade / Bvt. Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HAWLEY.
Third Brigade  Brig. Gen. JAMES S. ROBINSON.
SECOND DIVISION./ Bvt. Maj. Gen. JOHN W. GEARY
First Brigade / Bvt. Brig. Gen. ARIO PARDEE, Jr./ Col. GEORGE W. MINDIL.
Second Brigade/ Col. GEORGE W. MINDEL/ Col. PATRICK H. JONES
Third Brigade /Bvt. Brig. Gen. HENRY A. BARNUM.
THIRD DIVISION / Bvt. Maj. Gen. WILLIAM T. WARD.
First Brigade / Col. HENRY CASE / Bvt. Brig. Gen. BENJAMIN HARRISON
Second Brigade./ Bvt. Brig. Gen. DANIEL DUSTIN.
Third Brigade/ Col. SAMUEL ROSS/ Bvt. Brig. Gen. WILLIAM COGSWELL
ARTILLERY / Maj. JOHN A. REYNOLDS / Capt. CHARLES E. WINEGAR.
CAVALRY CORPS
THIRD DIVISION / Bvt. Maj. Gen. JUDSON KILPATRICK.
First Brigade / Bvt. Brig. Gen. THOMAS J. JORDAN.
Second Brigade / Bvt. Brig. Gen. SMITH D. ATKINS.
Third Brigade / Col. GEORGE E. SPENCER / Col. MICHAEL KERWIN / Bvt. Brig. Gen. 


 THOMAS T. HEATH
Fourth Brigade./  Lieut. Col. WILLIAM B. WAY.
UNION ARMY REPORTS
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O.R.--SERIES I--VOLUME XLVII/1 

JANUARY 1-APRIL 26, 1865.--The Campaign of the Carolinas.
No. 1. -- Reports of Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, U.S. Army, commanding Military Division of the Mississippi.
HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI,
Goldsborough, N. C., April 4, 1865.
GENERAL: I must now endeavor to group the events of the past three months connected with the armies under my command, in order that you may have as clear an understanding of the late campaign as the case admits of. The reports of the subordinate commanders will enable you to fill up the picture.


I have heretofore explained how, in the progress of our arms, I was enabled to leave in the West an army under Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas, of sufficient strength to meet emergencies in that quarter, while in person I conducted another army, composed of the Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Seventeenth, and Twentieth Corps, and Kilpatrick's division of cavalry, to the Atlantic slope, aiming to approach the grand theater of war in Virginia by the time the season would admit of military operations in that latitude. The first lodgment on the coast was made at Savannah, strongly fortified and armed, and valuable to us as a good sea-port with its navigable stream inland. Near a month was consumed there in refitting the army, and in making the proper disposition of captured property, and other local matters; but by the 15th of January I was all ready to resume the march. Preliminary to this, General Howard, commanding the Right Wing, was ordered to embark his command at Thunderbolt, transport it to Beaufort, S.C., and thence by the 15th of January make a lodgment on the Charleston railroad, at or near Pocotaligo. This was accomplished punctually, at little cost, by the Seventeenth Corps, Major-General Blair, and a depot for supplies was established near the mouth of Pocotaligo Creek, with easy water communication back to Hilton Head.


The Left Wing, Major-General Slocum, and the cavalry, Major-General Kilpatrick, were ordered to rendezvous about the same time near Robertsville and Coosawhatchie, S.C., with a depot of supplies at Purysburg, or Sister's Ferry, on the Savannah River. General Slocum had a good pontoon bridge constructed opposite the city, and the "Union Causeway" leading through the low rice-fields opposite Savannah was repaired and corduroyed, but before the time appointed to start the heavy rains of January had swelled the river, broken the pontoon bridge, and overflowed the whole bottom, so that the causeway was four feet under water, and General Slocum was compelled to look higher up for a passage over the Savannah River. He moved up to Sister's Ferry, but even there the river with its overflowed bottoms was near three miles wide, and he did not succeed in getting his whole wing across until during the first week of February. 


[O]n the 14th; and without wasting time or labor on Branchville or Charleston, which I knew the enemy could no longer hold, I turned all the columns straight on Columbia.


The Seventeenth Corps followed the State road, and the Fifteenth crossed the North Edisto from Poplar Springs at Shilling's Bridge, above the mouth of "Caw Caw Swamp" creek, and took a country road which came into the State road at Zeigler's. On the 15th the Fifteenth Corps found the enemy in a strong position at Little Congaree bridge (across Congaree Creek) with a tete-de-pont on the south side, and a well-constructed fort on the north side, commanding the bridge with artillery. The ground in front was very bad, level, and clear, with a fresh deposit of mud from a recent overflow. General Charles R. Woods, who commanded the leading division, succeeded, however, in turning the flank of the tete-de-pont by sending Stone's brigade through a cypress swamp to the left, and following up the retreating enemy promptly he got possession of the bridge and the fort beyond. The bridge had been partially damaged by fire, and had to be repaired for the passage of artillery, so that night closed in before the head of the column could reach the bridge across Congaree River in front of Columbia. That night the enemy shelled our camps from a battery on the east side of the Congaree, above Granby. Early next morning (February 16) the head of column reached the bank of the Congaree, opposite Columbia, but too late to save the fine bridge which spanned the river at that point. It was burned by the enemy. While waiting for the pontoons to come to the front we could see people running about the streets of Columbia, and occasionally small bodies of cavalry, but no masses. A single gun of Captain De Gress' battery was firing at their cavalry squads, but I checked his firing, limiting him to a few shots at the unfinished State-house walls, and a few shells at the railroad depot to scatter the people who were seen carrying away sacks of corn and meal that we needed. There was no white flag or manifestation of surrender. I directed General Howard not to cross directly in front of Columbia, but to cross the Saluda at the factory, three miles above, and afterward Broad River, so as to approach Columbia from the north. Within an hour of the arrival of General Howard's head of column at the river opposite Columbia, the head of column of the Left Wing also appeared, and I directed General Slocum to cross the Saluda at Zion Church, and thence to take roads direct to Winnsborough, breaking up, en route, the railroads and bridges about Alston.


General Howard effected a crossing of the Saluda, near the factory, on the 16th, skirmishing with cavalry, and the same night made a flying bridge across Broad River, about three miles above Columbia, by which he crossed over Stone's brigade, of Woods' division, Fifteenth Corps. Under cover of this brigade a pontoon bridge was laid on the morning of the 17th. I was in person at this bridge, and at 11 a.m. learned that the mayor of Columbia had come out in a carriage and made a formal surrender of the city to Colonel Stone, Twenty-fifth Iowa Infantry, commanding Third Brigade, First Division, Fifteenth Corps. About the same time a small party of the Seventeenth Corps had crossed the Congaree in a skiff, and entered Columbia from a point immediately west. In anticipation of the occupation of the city I had made written orders to General Howard touching the conduct of the troops. These were to destroy absolutely all arsenals and public property not needed for our own use, as well as all railroads, depots, and machinery useful in war to an enemy, but to spare all dwellings, colleges, schools, asylums, and harmless private property. I was the first to cross the pontoon bridge, and in company with General Howard rode into the city. The day was clear, but a perfect tempest of wind was raging. The brigade of Colonel Stone was already in the city, and was properly posted. Citizens and soldiers were on the streets, and general good order prevailed. General Wade Hampton, who commanded the Confederate rear guard of cavalry, had, in anticipation of our capture of Columbia, ordered that all cotton, public and private, should be moved into the streets and fired, to prevent our making use of it. Bales were piled everywhere, the rope and bagging cut, and tufts of cotton were blown about in the wind, lodged in the trees and against houses, so as to resemble a snow-storm. Some of these piles of cotton were burning, especially one in the very heart of the city, near the court-house, but the fire was partially subdued by the labor of our soldiers. During the day the Fifteenth Corps passed through Columbia and out on the Camden road. The Seventeenth did not enter the town at all; and, as I have before stated, the Left Wing and cavalry did not come within two miles of the town.


Before one single public building had been fired by order, the smouldering fires, set by Hampton's order, were rekindled by the wind, and communicated to the buildings around. About dark they began to spread, and got beyond the control of the brigade on duty within the city. The whole of Woods' division was brought in, but it was found impossible to check the flames which, by midnight, had become unmanageable, and raged until about 4 a.m., when the wind subsiding they were got under control. I was up nearly all night, and saw Generals Howard, Logan, Woods, and others, laboring to save houses and protect families thus suddenly deprived of shelter, and even of bedding <ar98_22> and wearing apparel. I disclaim on the part of my army any agency in this fire, but, on the contrary, claim that we saved what of Columbia remains unconsumed. And without hesitation I charge General Wade Hampton with having burned his own city of Columbia, not with a malicious intent, or as the manifestation of a silly "Roman stoicism," but from folly and want of sense, in filling it with lint, cotton, and tinder. Our officers and men on duty worked well to extinguish the flames; but others not on duty, including the officers who had long been imprisoned there, rescued by us, may have assisted in spreading the fire after it had once begun, and may have indulged in unconcealed joy to see the ruin of the capital of South Carolina. During the 18th and 19th the arsenal, railroad depots, machine shops, foundries, and other buildings were properly destroyed by detailed working parties, and the railroad track torn up and destroyed down to Kingsville and the Wateree bridge, and up in the direction of Winnsborough.


At the same time the Left Wing and cavalry had crossed the Saluda and Broad Rivers, breaking up railroad about Alston, and as high up as the bridge across Broad River on the Spartanburg road, the main body moving straight for Winnsborough, which General Slocum reached on the 21st of February. He caused the railroad to be destroyed up to Black Stocks Depot, and then turned to Rocky Mount, on the Catawba River. The Twentieth Corps reached Rocky Mount on the 22d: laid a pontoon bridge, and crossed over during the 23d. Kilpatrick's cavalry followed, and crossed over in a terrible rain during the night of the 23d, and moved up to. Lancaster, with orders to keep up the delusion of a general movement on Charlotte, N. C, to which General Beauregard and all the cavalry of the enemy had retreated from Columbia. I was also aware that Cheatham's corps, of Hood's old army, was aiming to make a junction with Beauregard at Charlotte, having been cut off by our rapid movements on Columbia and Winnsborough. From the 23d to the 26th we had heavy rains, swelling the rivers and making the roads almost impassable. The Twentieth Corps reached Hanging Rock on the 26th, and waited there for the Fourteenth Corps to get across the Catawba. The heavy rains had so swollen the river that the pontoon bridge broke, and General Davis had very hard work to restore it and get his command across. At last he succeeded, and the Left Wing was all put in motion for Cheraw.


In the meantime the Right Wing had broken up the railroad to Winnsborough, and thence turned for Peay's Ferry, where it was crossed over the Catawba before the heavy rains set in, the Seventeenth Corps moving straight on Cheraw via Young's Bridge, and the Fifteenth Corps by Tiller's and Kelly's Bridges. From this latter corps detachments were sent into Camden to burn the bridge over the Wateree, with the railroad depot, stores, &c. A small force of mounted men under Captain Duncan was also dispatched to make a dash and interrupt the railroad from Charleston to Florence, but it met Butler's division of cavalry, and after a sharp night skirmish on Mount Elon was compelled to return unsuccessful. Much bad road was encountered at Lynch's Creek, which delayed the Right Wing about the same length of time as the Left Wing had been at the Catawba.


On the 2d of March the leading division of the Twentieth Corps entered Chesterfield, skirmishing with Butler's division of cavalry, and the next day about noon the Seventeenth Corps entered Cheraw,the enemy retreating across the Pedee, and burning the bridge at that point. At Cheraw we found much ammunition and many guns which had been brought from Charleston on the evacuation of that city. These were destroyed, as also the railroad trestles and bridges down as far as Darlington. An expedition of mounted infantry was also sent down to Florence, but it encountered both cavalry and infantry, and returned, having only broken up in part the branch road from Florence to Cheraw.


Without unnecessary delay the columns were again put in motion, directed on Fayetteville, N. C., the Right Wing crossing the Pedee at Cheraw, and the Left Wing and cavalry at Sneedsborough. General Kilpatrick was ordered to keep well on the left flank, and the Fourteenth Corps, moving by Love's Bridge, was given the right to enter and occupy Fayetteville first. The weather continued unfavorable and roads bad, but the Fourteenth and Seventeenth Corps reached Fayetteville on the 11th of March, skirmishing with Wade Hampton's cavalry, that covered the rear of Hardee's retreating army, which, as usual, had crossed Cape Fear River, burning the bridge. During the march from the Pedee General Kilpatrick had kept his cavalry well on the left and exposed flank. During the night of the 9th of March his three brigades were divided to picket the roads. General Hampton detecting this dashed in at daylight and gained possession of the camp of Colonel Spencer's brigade, and the house in which General Kilpatrick and Colonel Spencer had their quarters. The surprise was complete, but General Kilpatrick quickly succeeded in rallying his men, on foot, in a swamp near by, and by a prompt attack, well followed up, regained his artillery, horses, camp, and everything save some prisoners whom the enemy carried off, leaving their dead on the ground.


The 12th, 13th, and 14th were passed at Fayetteville, destroying absolutely the U.S. Arsenal and the vast amount of machinery which had formerly belonged to the old Harper's Ferry U.S. Arsenal. Every building was knocked down and burned, and every piece of machinery utterly broken up and ruined by the First Regiment Michigan Engineers, under the immediate supervision of Col. O. M. Poe, chief engineer. Much valuable property of great use to an enemy was here destroyed or cast into the river.

---------------


No. 5.--Report of Bvt. Brig. Gen. Orlando M. Poe

Corps of Engineers / U. S. Army,  Chief Engineer

WASHINGTON, D.C., October 8, 1865.
 SIR : 

Third. The campaign from Savannah, Ga., to Goldsborough, N. C., from January 25, 1865, to March 22, 1865.
For this campaign, inaugurated in midwinter, to be made through a country famous for the extent of its swamps, all of which for 500 miles distance were to be crossed at right angles, at that season of the year when they were flooded with water and generally regarded as impassable for troops, the engineer department was organized with great care. The pontoon trains, of which descriptions have already been given, were put in perfect order. Every officer and man belonging to the engineer organization was duly impressed with the importance of the part we were to take in the march, where so much was to depend upon prompt and efficient bridge-building and road-making. The same organization of the department was preserved as that made for the Savannah campaign. To save the trouble of looking for it in the preceding pages it is repeated.

First. Staff: O. M. Poe, captain Engineers, brevet colonel, U.S. Army, chief engineer Military Division of the Mississippi; C. B. Reese, captain Engineers, brevet colonel, U.S. Army, chief engineer Department and Army of the Tennessee (Right' Wing); Amos Stickney, first lieutenant Engineers, brevet captain, U.S. Army, assistant to Captain Reese; William Ludlow, first lieutenant Engineers, brevet major, U. S. Army, chief engineer Army of Georgia (Left Wing); William Kossak, captain, aide-de-camp, chief engineer Seventeenth Army Corps; Klostermann, captain, &c., chief engineer Fifteenth Army Corps.

Second. Engineer troops and troops of the line on engineer duty: First Michigan Engineers and Mechanics, Col. J. B. Yates, unassigned; First Missouri Engineers, Lieut. Col. William Tweeddale, Right Wing; Fifty-eighth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Lieut. Col. J. Moore, Left Wing.

Third. Pontoniers and pontoon trains: Right Wing, First Missouri Engineers; Left Wing, Fifty-eighth Indiana Volunteer Infantry.

The pontoon trains remained exactly as before specified. The tool trains remained the same, but the number of tools carried along by brigade wagons was greatly increased, particularly the number of axes.

When the movement actually commenced a portion of the army marched via Sister's Ferry. The pontoon train of the Left Wing accompanied this column. All other engineer troops and trains were transported by water to Beaufort and moved thence by land. Owing to the season and the nature of the country through which we marched the demand for labor of engineer troops was constant. The heavy rains which fell just as the movement commenced greatly impeded the march of the column, which crossed the Savannah at Sister's Ferry. To enable it to progress at all 700 feet of pontoon bridge were built and 1,000 feet of trestle bridge, also some miles of corduroying. The Right Wing met with similar obstacles, though not so serious. A pontoon bridge was thrown across Whale Branch, and fully one-quarter of the road thence to Pocotaligo was corduroyed. On the 1st of February the movement from Sister's Ferry and Pocotaligo commenced, the enemy at that time endeavoring to hold the line of the Salkehatchie. The Left Wing moved toward Duck Branch Post-Office, and the Right Wing by the two roads between the Salkehatchie and the Coosawhatchie, the Seventeenth Corps being directed on Rivers' Bridge and the Fifteenth Corps on Duck Branch Cross-Roads, with a division thrown out to Angley's Post-Office. On the night of the 3d of February the enemy's position at Rivers' Bridge was carried by a portion of the Seventeenth Army Corps. On the 4th the Fifteenth Army Corps reached Buford's (or Beaufort's) Bridge and found it destroyed, the enemy having evacuated his works at this point. Twenty-two bridges, scattered over a mile of swamp, and averaging about twenty-five feet in length, were rebuilt during the night and the whole road through the swamp was corduroyed. The Left Wing with the cavalry on its left flank continued its march direct on Barnwell. On February 7 the Charleston and Augusta Railroad was reached at Midway by the Seventeenth Army Corps, at Bamberg by the Fifteenth Army Corps, at Graham's by the Twentieth Corps, and at Blackville by the Fourteenth Corps, with the cavalry on its left. The pontoon train of the Right Wing was pushed forward toward, and all the infantry of the entire army, together with the Michigan Engineers, were put at work destroying the railroad. This was effectually done, all wood-work was burnt, every rail was twisted, and all water-tanks, engines, and machinery of all kinds destroyed to include the Edisto bridge and Williston, and partially destroyed between Williston and Johnson's.

During the night of the 9th a pontoon bridge was thrown at Binnaker's, and the enemy driven away from the position he had taken to dispute the crossing. Another pontoon bridge was thrown at Holman's, and all our force was across by the evening of the 11th, the Left Wing crossing at Duncan's and Guignard's Bridges. The Right Wing moved direct upon Orangeburg. The enemy opposed the crossing of the North Fork of the Edisto River, but, as usual, he was driven away and three pontoon bridges built, one on the main Orangeburg road, and the other two at Shilling's Bridge. The Seventeenth Corps occupied Orangeburg and destroyed the railroad thence to and including the Congaree River bridge. The Left Wing, meanwhile, was moving toward Columbia by the nearest roads. The Right Wing now directed its march toward Columbia, and after some opposition at Thomas' Creek and Congaree Creek, where the enemy was found well intrenched, arrived at a point opposite the city on the 16th of February. The bridges over the Saluda, Broad, and Congaree were all found to have been burned. A pontoon bridge was built at the Saluda River bridge, near the factory, and a portion of the Fifteenth Corps crossed during the night. The Left Wing pontoon bridge was built over the Saluda at Zion Church, nine and one-half miles above Columbia, and some force crossed. On the 17th a pontoon bridge was built just above the ruins of the former bridge over Broad River, three miles above Columbia, and the Right Wing crossed to the north bank and occupied the city, the greater part of which was burned during the night. Many reasons are given for this flagrant violation of General Sherman's orders, but, as far as I could judge, it was principally due to the fact that the citizens gave liquor to the troops until they were crazily drunk and beyond the control of their officers. The burning cotton, fired by retreating rebels, and the presence of a large number of escaped <ar98_171> prisoners, excited the intoxicated soldiers to the first acts of violence, after which they could not be restrained. I don't know that I am called upon to give an opinion respecting this matter, but I volunteer the above. One thing is certain, the burning houses, lighting up the faces of shrieking women, terrified children, and frantic, raving, drunken men, formed a scene which no man of the slightest sensibility wants to witness a second time.

On the 18th the Left Wing crossed the Broad River on a pontoon bridge thrown at the mouth of Wateree Creek, near Freshly's Mills, and commenced the destruction of the Greenville and Columbia Railroad from Alston toward Columbia. On the 19th, by direction of General Sherman, I destroyed all the railroad shops, depots, city gas-works, &c., in Columbia, the Michigan Engineers furnishing the working parties. On the 20th the march was resumed. The Seventeenth Army Corps, together with the Michigan Engineers, at work destroying the Columbia and Charlotte Railroad from Columbia northward, while the Fifteenth Corps was at work from Columbia toward Kingsville. The Charlotte railroad was thoroughly destroyed from Columbia to White Oak Station, forty-four miles. At Winnsborough the whole army was concentrated, and the Left Wing assisted in the destruction of the railroad thence to the northward. From Winns-borough and White Oak the Left Wing and the cavalry moved to Rocky Mount, and the Right Wing to Peay's Ferry. A pontoon bridge was thrown over the Catawba (Wateree) at each of these points, and after a great deal of trouble, arising from high water, rapid currents, and muddy roads, the army was transferred to the eastern bank of the river. This crossing was begun on the morning of the 23d of February, and was completed on the 27th, after one bridge at Rocky Mount had been carried away. It was 700 feet in length, and about 200 feet of it was totally lost. The balance was recovered and the bridge rebuilt. By this time the cavalry had passed through Lancaster, the Twentieth Corps was at Hanging Rock, and the Right Wing was at Tillersville, in the vicinity of which it crossed Lynch's Creek, after almost incredible labor in building bridges and corduroying roads. The remainder of the army crossed at Fenilly's and McManus' Bridges. The whole army was now moving on Cheraw, and was concentrated there on the 3d of March without any opposition not easily overcome. A large amount of material of war was captured at Cheraw, all of which, except three guns brought away as trophies, was destroyed by the Michigan Engineers. The march was resumed on the 6th of March, the Fifteenth, Seventeenth, and Twentieth Corps crossing the Pedee on a pontoon bridge at Cheraw, and the Fourteenth Corps and cavalry on another at Sneedsborough. The whole army now aimed to concentrate at Fayetteville, N. C., the cavalry passing through Rockingham and thence via the first road north of the Fayetteville and Albemarle plank road; the Fourteenth Corps via Love's Bridge over Lumber River; the Twentieth Corps via McFarland's Bridge; the Fifteenth Corps via Gilchrist's Bridge, and the Seventeenth Corps via Campbell's Bridge. All these bridges had been destroyed by the enemy and each was replaced either by a pontoon or a trestle bridge. The concentration at Fayetteville was effected on the 11th of March with very little opposition, though the enemy's cavalry was all around us. At Fayetteville it was found that the enemy had greatly enlarged the capacity of the old U.S. Arsenal. The major-general assigned to me the special duty of destroying it. The Michigan Engineers were at once set at work to batter down all masonry walls, and to break to pieces all machinery of <ar98_172> whatever kind, and to prepare the two large magazines for explosion. The immense machine-shops, foundries, timber sheds, &c., were soon reduced to a heap of rubbish, and at a concerted signal fire was applied to these heaps, and to all wooden buildings and piles of lumber; also to the powder trains leading to the magazines. A couple of hours sufficed to reduce to ashes everything that would burn, and the high wind prevailing at the time scattered these ashes, so that only a few piles of broken bricks remained of that repossessed arsenal. Much of the machinery here destroyed had been brought at the beginning of the war from the old arsenal at Harper's Ferry. . . .

All of which is respectfully submitted.

O. M. POE, 
Captain, U. S. Engineers, Brevet Brigadier-General, U. S. Army.
The Campaign of the Carolinas.
No. 6.--Report of Bvt. Maj. Gen. William F. Barry, U. S. Army, Chief of Artillery.
HDQRS. ARTILLERY, MILITARY DIV. OF THE MISSISSIPPI,
Goldsborough, N. C., March 31, 1865.
GENERAL: I have the honor to report the operations of the artillery of the armies under your command during the Carolina campaign of February and March, 1865.

In consideration of the peculiarities of the campaign, involving long and rapid marches over bad roads and at an inclement season of the year, the same precautions which were so advantageously taken for your Savannah campaign of last autumn were again observed. The number of guns was reduced to one per 1,000 effective bayonets, and each artillery carriage was provided with eight draught animals.

The whole number of field batteries was sixteen, comprising sixty-eight guns, which were distributed and of calibers as follows:

A
20-pouner Parrotts


B
12-pounders.

C
3-inch rifles.

D
Total.
A
B
C
D
Right Wing:





Fifteenth Army Corps 

4
10
4
18

Seventeenth Army Corps 
....

4
10
14

Left Wing:





Fourteenth Army Corps 
....

8
8
16

Twentieth Army Corps 
....

8
8
16

Cavalry Division 
....
....


4
4

Total 



4
30
34
68

Including the reserve supply, each gun was furnished with 350 rounds of ammunition.

A careful and critical personal inspection, made a few days preceding our departure from Savannah, satisfied me that in all essentials the artillery was in excellent condition for any kind of work. The results fully justified these expectations. During the whole march the artillery supplied itself, unaided by infantry or cavalry, with provisions for its officers and men, forage for its animals, and to a great extent with fresh horses and mules captured in the country. A tabular statement is appended to this report, showing the extent to which this unusual artillery service was performed.

No gun or artillery carriage of any description was abandoned, disabled, or at any time even a temporary impediment to the march of the infantry columns--a fact the more creditable to the artillery, since in many places the roads were of the worst possible description.

Although the nature of your operations did not, except at the battles of Averasborough and Bentonville, call for any general use of artillery, yet in support of skirmish lines, brushing away cavalry, and covering the crossings of several difficult and important rivers, it was advantageously used at the following-named times and places, namely:

January 20, 1865, Pocotaligo, Seventeenth Army Corps.

January 28, 1865, Combahee, Fifteenth Army Corps.

January 29, 1865, Robertsville, Twentieth Army Corps.

February 1, 1865, Hickory Hill, Fifteenth Army Corps.

February 2, 1865, Lawtonville, Twentieth Army Corps.

February 2, 1865, Whippy Swamp, Seventeenth Army Corps. 

February 3, 1865, "Store" at Duck Creek, Fifteenth Army Corps.

February 6, 1865, Little Salkehatchie, Fifteenth Army Corps.

February 9, 1865, Binnaker's Bridge, Seventeenth Army Corps.

February 11, 1865, North Edisto, Seventeenth Army Corps.

February 15, 1865, Congaree Creek, Fifteenth Army Corps.

February 16, 1865, Columbia, Fifteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps.

February 17, 1865, Broad River, Fifteenth Army Corps.

March 16, 1865, Little Rockfish Creek [Little Cohera?], Fifteenth Army Corps.

At the battle of Averasborough, March 16, the batteries of the Twentieth Corps were promptly and judiciously posted by Major Reynolds, the chief of artillery of that corps, and by the precision and rapidity of their fire did most excellent service in dislodging the enemy from his intrenched line, and the consequent capture of three of his guns.

At the battle of Bentonville, March 19, 20, and 21, it was the fortune of the artillery to play a more conspicuous part. The batteries of the Fourteenth and Twentieth Corps were hotly engaged on the 19th, and after the first temporary advantage gained by the enemy, in which the Nineteenth Indiana Battery, not by any fault of its own, lost three of its guns (one of which was recaptured next day), they poured in a fire so steady, rapid, and effective that all of the enemy's frequently repeated assaults were successfully repulsed. On the 20th, and particularly on the 21st, the batteries of the Fifteenth Corps lent most efficient aid in advancing our own lines, in repelling the enemy's assaults, and in inflicting heavy loss upon him. Both of these fields of battle gave abundant proof of the precision of our artillery fire.

The following tabular statements will exhibit the amounts of provisions and forage, and the number of animals captured by the unaided labors of the artillery, the casualties among officers, enlisted men, and animals, the expenditure of ammunition, and the number of guns lost by us and captured from the enemy:

Provisions, animals, forage, &c.

Flour
Cornmeal
Bacon 
Beef, &c.
Potatoes
Corn
Hay and 
Horses/     Mules

 





 Fodder




Pound
Pounds
Pounds       Pounds

     Pounds     Pounds     Pounds.


Twentieth Army Corps.
8,000
10,000
25,000       50,000
      50,000    350,000     300,000
     96
   602

Fourteenth Army Corps.
3,000
5,200
4,360          8,065
                   219,920      91,800
     53
     85

Fifteenth Army Corps
4,900
5,700
23,000        2,300
       37,440   499,000      90,000
     50
     63

Seventeenth Army Corps.
2,000
3,200
18,000
                   218,000    106,000
     50
     33

Total
17,900
24,100
70,360        60,365
       87,440   1,284,920  587,800
    249
   783

Expenditure of ammunition.
Command.

Rounds.
Fourteenth Army Corps 
1,007

Twentieth Army Corps 
832

Army of Tennessee 
1,665

Total 


3,504

Guns captured and lost.
Place.
Guns captured from enemy
Guns lost by us.
Columbia 
43
....
Cheraw

25
....
Fayetteville 
26
....
Averasborough 
3
....
Benton's 
2

Total 
97
2

Of these all were serviceable, and about four-fifths were field guns of recent and approved pattern.

If to the operations of your armies, the legitimate fruits of which they really are, be credited the guns captured at Charleston and Wilmington (excluding from the number of the latter those captured at Fort Fisher and the other forts at the mouth of Cape Fear River), the total artillery captured during the past ten months by troops under your immediate command will exceed 700 guns.

Throughout the campaign the ammunition, fuses, and primers proved unusually good and reliable, the only fault observed being sand cracks and insufficient bursting charges in a few of the 20-pounder Parrott projectiles, want of care in the screwing of the Bormann fuse in 12-pounder projectiles, and insufficient bursting charges in many of the Hotchkiss 3-inch shell and case-shot. Ammunition and fuses received from Saint Louis Arsenal appear to be more complained of (especially the fuses) than that received from other places.

In conclusion I am gratified to be able to commend the officers and men for attention to their duties in preparation for the field, and for good conduct after entering it; for the details of which I respectfully invite attention to the sub-reports which will be laid before you.

The services of the following-named officers give evidence of industry, intelligence, and gallant conduct, and entitle them to notice and reward, namely:

Major Osborn, First New York Artillery, chief of artillery Army of the Tennessee; Major Reynolds, First New York Artillery, chief of artillery Twentieth Army Corps; Major Waterhouse, First Illinois Artillery, chief of artillery Seventeenth Army Corps; Lieutenant-Colonel Ross, First Michigan Artillery, chief of artillery Fifteenth Army Corps; Major Houghtaling, First Illinois Artillery, chief of artillery Fourteenth Army Corps.

I respectfully ask that each of these officers, who have also served faithfully and creditably through the Atlanta and Savannah campaigns, be recommended for promotion by brevet.  

The officers of my staff, Major Dickson, inspector of artillery; Captain Marshall, assistant adjutant-general; Captain Merritt and Lieutenant Verplanck, aides-de-camp, at all times performed cheerfully and well the duties with which they were charged.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM F. BARRY, 
Brevet Major-General, Chief of Artillery.
Maj. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN, 

Commanding Military Division of the Mississippi.
[Indorsement.]
HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI,
In the Field, Goldsborough, N. C., April 5, 1865.
This interesting report of the artillery arm is forwarded, and I cordially indorse all that General Barry states as to the efficiency of the artillery and the good care taken of horses and guns. Some substantial reward should be devised for artillery officers, who seem almost debarred promotion.

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-general, Commanding.
The Campaign of the Carolinas.
No. 8.--Report of Surg. John Moore, U.S. Army, Medical Director
HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI,
Goldsborough, N. C., April 9, 1865.
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following brief report of that part of the campaign in the Carolinas pertaining to the medical department: Prior to leaving Savannah the army had been replenished with one month's supplies of medicines and hospital stores. These supplies were drawn from the purveyor for the Department of the South at Hilton Head, S.C., to whom they had been sent for this army. Soon after arriving in Savannah corps hospitals were established for the reception of such sick or disabled men as were then in the army as well as for receiving all such cases as would be unable to undergo the hardships of a severe campaign when the time came for taking the field. The army was composed of the Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Seventeenth, and Twentieth Corps and the Third Cavalry Division, making an aggregate of about 65,000 men. The several corps left Savannah at various dates from the 15th to the 22d of January. Before marching they were disencumbered of all men not supposed to be able to endure active duty in the field, these sick or disabled men being placed in their respective corps hospitals. A sufficient number of medical officers and hospital attendants had been detached and ordered to the duty of taking care of all left in the hospitals. Before entering Savannah about 200 wounded men, eighty of whom had been carried in ambulances from the vicinity of Macon, had been sent on a hospital steamer to the hospitals at Hilton Head. The Right Wing, under command of General Howard, began the march from Pocotaligo, S.C., on the 1st day of February. These troops had been encamped for two weeks in low marshes, and it was again found necessary to disencumber the two corps--Fifteenth and Seventeenth--forming this wing of the army of about 200 sick, who were sent to hospitals in Beaufort, S.C. At about the same date the two corps--Fourteenth and Twentieth--forming the Left Wing, under General Slocum, began the march from two points about thirty miles apart on the north side of the Savannah River. To facilitate the progress of the army the four corps marched by as many different roads. By far the most serious obstacle encountered during the first ten days was the bad condition of the roads. The face of the country was intersected with innumerable streams, spreading over a wide extent of bottom, through which the streams flowed in numerous channels, with intervening marshes impracticable for roads except by continuous corduroy and bridging. To do this work and to extricate wagons and artillery from mire great numbers of the men were wading through water and mud from morning until night. The roads through this part of the State would have been through fens and marshes, only to be crossed on causeways even in dry weather and without opposition, but several days' heavy rain so swelled the streams as to cover the whole face et the country with water, so that the marching columns were almost constantly in water, often knee deep.

On the 2d of February the enemy disputed the crossing of the Salkehatchie River at Rivers' Bridge. After a sharp skirmish a crossing was effected, with a loss of 16 killed and 85 wounded. The wounded from this affair were sent back to Beaufort. This loss occurred in General Mower's division of the Seventeenth Corps. After this there was no other considerable skirmish until arrival of the Right Wing at Congaree Creek, near Columbia. The crossing was opposed by cavalry under Wade Hampton, but the crossing was soon effected, with a loss of 5 killed and 14 wounded. Two days afterward the army entered Columbia. Up to this period the Left Wing had encountered no opposition. The cavalry, under General Kilpatrick, had a severe skirmish at Aiken, a point on the railroad about twenty miles east of Augusta, but I have not received a report of the casualties. After a rest of two days in Columbia the army resumed its march, taking roads leading to the north, and in two days reached Winnsborough. The following day a march of near twenty miles was made to the crossing of the Catawba River at Rocky Mount. This was by the Left Wing; the Right Wing  crossed the river about twelve miles-lower. At this point the river is called the Wateree. The country passed over from Columbia to the Wateree, a distance of near fifty miles, was high and rolling, with occasional outcroppings of the granite formation, a more fertile region and better cultivated than any passed over in South Carolina. Owing to a rapid rise in the Wateree a delay of four or five days occurred before the army was entirely across. From this point the march was in the direction of Cheraw, S.C., and Fayetteville, N. C. These places were both taken with very trifling loss. A halt of two days was made at Fayetteville, during which about 300 men sick and a few wounded were sent on river transports to Wilmington. The Cape Fear River was crossed on pontoon bridges, and the march resumed in the general direction of Raleigh and Goldsborough, the latter being the objective point. On the evening of March 15 Kilpatrick came in contact with the enemy on the Fayetteville and Raleigh road near Averasborough. On the 16th they were found posted behind intrenchments, and in dislodging them the Twentieth Corps and cavalry division lost about 400 in wounded. They were promptly removed from the field and two or three adjacent houses and sheds used for hospitals. It was raining heavily during the greater part of the day. The enemy retired in the direction of Smithfield, and our march was resumed the following day to the eastward on roads leading in the direction of Goldsborough.

On the 19th of March a fierce attack was made by the whole rebel force, under General Joe Johnston, upon the advance and flank of the marching column of the Left Wing. The Fourteenth Corps, having the advance, was compelled to fall back a short distance until the Twentieth Army Corps came up, when a line of battle was formed and temporary defenses thrown up. Two or three determined assaults by the enemy were made, but were successfully repelled. The ground was held that night by our troops, and on the 20th the Fifteenth and Seventeenth Corps were marched back to their assistance. Some severe fighting and heavy skirmishing occurred during the afternoon and heavy firing kept up until late at night. On the following morning it was found that the enemy had evacuated his intrenchments and retreated in the direction of Raleigh, abandoning his hospitals. Our loss, according to the hospital reports, during the two days was 9 officers and 145 men killed and 51 officers and 851 men wounded in the Left Wing. In the Right Wing, 2 officers and 35 men killed and 12 officers and 289 men wounded, making a total of 191 killed and 1,168 wounded. The wounded were well cared for in hospitals erected about half a mile in rear of the front or line of battle. On the 19th they came under fire and had to be removed. Although this battle occurred nearly at the close of a long march--of two months' duration, without an opportunity of replenishing supplies--there was no lack of any article essential to the comfort of the wounded. Most of those wounded on the 19th were made as comfortable as possible in wagons and moved on the 20th to the vicinity of the Neuse River, opposite Goldsborough, a distance of about twenty-five miles. Army wagons were used in consequence of a scarcity of ambulances. About 12 o'clock on the 21st the army renewed the march toward Goldsborough, and entered that place on the 23d and 24th. All the wounded and sick were comfortably placed on bunks before evening of the 25th. As far as the number of tents would allow, they were placed under canvas in the open country around the town and the remainder placed in houses selected in town. They have done remarkably well. Supplies were rapidly brought up from New Berne, and the men before being wounded were in a vigorous <ar98_189> state of health, very favorable to rapid recovery from wounds. From this point all have been or will be sent to New Berne, where they will have good hospital accommodations until they can be sent North.

The duration of this campaign has been about sixty days; the distance marched about 450 miles. Forty-eight days were spent in actual marching, and the average, notwithstanding bad roads and the necessity of bridging most of the streams, has been about ten miles. Some of the corps made on emergencies as much as twenty-five miles in a day. No part of the regular ration was issued on the campaign except sugar, coffee, and salt; everything else was obtained from the country by regularly detailed foragers. A great part of the march was through a region sparsely settled, an unbroken flat and sandy region, yielding little in return to the farmer. But our foraging parties would go to distances of five or ten miles from the road, and always returned loaded with bacon, poultry, and flour or meal. The people of the country soon discovered that when our soldiers brought together everything that could be used in our army that there was a very considerable supply where they supposed nothing could be found. Very great sagacity was shown by our soldiers in discovering provisions and other articles hidden in the earth. Of course, such a march as this, with two or three weeks' continuous rain, over a country interspersed with swamps and widespread marshes, with an unusual number of broad and difficult rivers to be crossed, and a watchful enemy ready to give annoyance at every available opportunity, could not be accomplished without much hardship, and determined and patient endurance on the part of the men; but that this has not injured them is shown by the very small number of sick. The average percentage of sick during the campaign, in an army of 65,000 men, has been a fraction over 2 per cent; unquestionably much less than if they had been lying quietly in garrison. The open air, freedom from drunkenness and other vices inseparable from garrison life, but most of all the novelty and excitement of an active campaign on which every man knows that important results depends, are among the causes of better health of the men in the field; and again the variety and abundance of food and possibly the irregular and predatory method of obtaining it, may have something to do with their better sanitary condition; and lastly, but not least influential, is being led by a general in whom they have unlimited confidence. On the march the system of division hospitals was kept up and found to work well. All men from the regiments requiring hospital treatment were sent to the hospital of the division at the morning" sick call," and were taken under charge of the surgeons in charge who remain permanently with the hospital. The wagons and ambulances of the division train move together, and in the evening the commander of the division indicates the place for encamping the hospital, and the surgeon in charge, with his ambulance men and attendants, sees to the prompt pitching of the tents and the removal of the sick or wounded from the ambulances and that they are fed and made comfortable. This is a complete organization, and secures more comfort to those in hospital without the trouble of making daily details from the regiments for pitching hospital tents and having them in the way of those who are well. The hospital attendants on the march do the foraging for their hospital. After the two last battles some inconvenience was felt, owing to the deficiency of ambulances. Most of those in use in this army were supplied during the first year of the war and are worn out. One hundred new ones have been received here. No instance of any serious neglect of duty on the part of the medical officers has come to my knowledge, but on the contrary they have been faithful and zealous in the performance of duty, and the wounded have been promptly removed from the field to the hospitals. The new system of ambulance organization has been more or less completely carried into effect in all the corps and has worked well. The character of the wounds in the cases of those brought to the hospitals was of an unusually grave character, much of the firing being at short range. Of the 1,368 wounded brought to the hospitals 131 died within forty-eight hours. There were eighty-eight capital amputations in cases brought to the hospitals from the battles of the 16th and 19th of March. A number of these, in the Twentieth Corps, were carried in ambulances over very rough roads the day following the battle, and yet, when I saw them a few days ago at the hospital tents in an open field, I think I have never seen so many men with amputations doing so well in the most elaborately arranged hospital. Every year's experience tends to prove the advantage of treating wounded men in tents, where they can enjoy the ventilation almost of the open air. The Sanitary Commission was prompt in furnishing many luxuries to the hospitals which they had no other means of obtaining. The subjoined tabular statement will give a summary of sickness, casualties, &c.: Strength of command, 65,000; average daily number of sick, 1,520; total number wounded, 1,368; died from wounds, 130; sent to rear, 685; total number wounded and sick on arrival at Goldsborough (approximate), 2,888. Those in the above table reported as sent to the rear were sent from Fayetteville to Wilmington, except the wounded from Rivers' Bridge, who were sent to Beaufort. As far as I have been informed there is no case of a sick or wounded man being left on the way. When the army cast loose from everything in the rear on the campaign from Atlanta to Savannah, probably one of the gravest objections to it in the minds of both officers and men was the dread of being left, in case of sickness or wound, in the hands of their enemies. But on neither that campaign nor this one has this fear been realized, except in the case of two men from the Right Wing, who had compound fractures of the thigh and were left in friendly hands in Georgia. In short, the facility with which an army can subsist in all the settled portions of the Confederacy, while at the same time destroying the food and forage indispensable to the support of its armies, has demonstrated the feasibility of a mode of warfare that six months ago was deemed chimerical and hazardous, and undoubtedly has had an important influence in bringing the war to its present cheerful aspect.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. MOORE, Surgeon, U. S. Army, Med. Dir. Mil. Div. of the Mississippi.
Maj. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN, 

Commanding Military Division of the Mississippi.
[Indorsement.]
HEADQUARTERS DIVISION MISSISSIPPI,
Goldsborough, N. C., April 10, 1865.
I invite special attention to this very interesting report of Surgeon Moore, U.S. Army, who has been with the army as medical director since the beginning of the campaign. He confirms by his experience and judgment what I know to be the case, that armies may operate in the Southern States the whole year round. The health, spirit, and tone of the men are always better in motion than when still. I also call <ar98_191> attention to the figures of Surgeon Moore. The number of wounded men is much less than the aggregate reported by the colonels of regiments, who naturally report slight wounds that do not come to the knowledge of surgeons, to make the best showing of hard fighting. I cheerfully bear testimony to the skill and professional merits of the medical officers with this army. Quiet, industrious, and most skillful, they attend the wounded almost on the skirmish line, move them to the field hospitals, and afterward transport them with a care that entitles them to all honor.

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-general.
No. 9.--Reports of Maj. Gen. Oliver O. Howard

U. S. Army, Commanding Army of the Tennessee, or Right Wing.
HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI,
In the Field, Goldsborough, N. C., April 9, 1865.
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff, Washington:
GENERAL: I now have the honor to send herewith the report of Maj. Gen. O. O. Howard, commanding Right Wing, with those of his two corps commanders, Generals Logan and Blair. These are all full and clear, with full statistical tables. I indorse the recommendations made by them for the well-earned promotions of the officers therein named. This completes the official reports of the campaign from Savannah to Goldsborough, and if they fail in the proper details and arrangement of parts you must attribute it to the fact that every moment of our time since reaching Goldsborough has been employed in preparation for what is to follow. To-morrow at daybreak the whole army will be in motion on Raleigh.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-general, Commanding.
-----
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE,
Goldsborough, N. C., April 1, 1865.
I have the honor to submit the following report of operations of the Army of the Tennessee, constituting the Right Wing of General Sherman's army, for the campaign from Savannah, Ga., to Goldsborough, N. C.

On the 1st day of January of this year the general-in-chief, Major-General Sherman, laid before me the plan that he proposed for the coming campaign. The part assigned to me contemplated the moving of a whole or a part of the Right Wing to Beaufort, S. C., to occupy Pocotaligo by the 15th of January, while the Left Wing crossed the Savannah at Sister's Ferry and moved to Robertsville. I expressed my fear that it would be impossible to transport my whole force in the time required, whereupon the general decided that one corps would be sufficient, and that the rest could cross the Savannah and form a junction with me at Pocotaligo after I hail occupied that place. With this understanding Special Field Orders, No. 1, were issued from your headquarters. I set about the work at once, procuring assistance in the <ar98_192> way of transportation from the Department of the South, Major-Gen-eral Foster commanding, and also from the naval force under Admiral Dahlgren, operating at that time in the vicinity of Savannah. The army boats were promptly and cheerfully furnished, and, being adapted to transporting both troops and army material, had to be relied on mainly. Admiral Dahlgren and his officers, however, promptly furnished what gun-boats they could to ferry over the troops.

General Blair, commanding Seventeenth Corps, commenced moving his corps on the 3d of January. By the 11th the entire Seventeenth Army Corps and nearly one division of the Fifteenth Corps had arrived at Beaufort Island, whereupon Special Field Orders, No. 9, from these headquarters, was issued. The execution of this order was subsequently postponed one day, owing to the delay in the arrival of a part of the transportation and the bridge train. My report to your headquarters from the field near Pocotaligo is as follows:

NEAR POCOTALIGO, S.C.,
January 14, 1865--6.30 p.m.
Maj. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN:

GENERAL: The Seventeenth Corps, followed by one brigade of the Fifteenth, crossed Whale Branch at Port Royal Ferry at daylight this morning. The bridge had been constructed during the night, 600 feet in length, under the cover of a small force that crossed in boats and intrenched. General Blair met the enemy in some force occupying a remarkably strong position about one mile to the north of Garden's Corners. Our bridge was so poor, on account of the rotten canvas, that many delays occurred in crossing and closing up, but after the troops were well in hand and the enemy's position reconnoitered General Leggett succeeded in turning the enemy's left flank, when he abandoned his position and fled. The force was quite small, probably not exceeding a regiment, with two pieces of artillery. It was only troublesome on account of the swamp in front of its position. His next fortified position in front of Stony Creek was turned in like manner, so that the enemy did not attempt to make a stand, though along the direct route the works are remarkably complete. We pushed on to Pocotaligo, reaching the vicinity just at sundown. The military position there we found similar to every other in this country--a swamp in front, with strong works constructed. The skirmish line developed a strong musketry fire that caused us the loss to the service of several valuable men. Our skirmish line pressed up close and developed five or six pieces of artillery, if not more. It was too late in the day for me to attempt the works. General Blair will confront them to-morrow with one division strongly intrenched, while he makes a considerable detour with the other two to turn the position. I have requested General Foster to replace my canvas boats as soon as possible.

Lieutenant Chandler, General Leggett's picket officer, was killed this evening, and Captain Kellogg, doing the same duty on General G. A. Smith's staff, was seriously wounded, at Garden's Corners. Eight or ten will probably cover the casualties of the day.

O. O. HOWARD,
Major-general.
The enemy did not continue long enough to necessitate the contemplated attack. He kept up a heavy artillery fire until dark. At daybreak we found he had abandoned his works and retreated. I felt obliged to him, for his position was a hard one to carry, being thoroughly fortified. The main fort had twenty-four embrasures, and the marsh in front of the works was impassable. Three pieces of artillery were afterward found buried near Garden's Corners. The enemy withdrew his infantry across the Salkehatchie and posted it to defend the railroad bridge. General Blair was strongly posted across the railroad and covering the approaches to Pocotaligo. He reconnoitered toward Salkehatchie, opened communication with General Foster's troops at Coosawhatchie, felt forward toward Robertsville, hoping to communicate with General Slocum, and back along the Union Causeway toward Savannah. The brigade of the Fifteenth Army Corps was stationed at Garden's Corners, holding the cross-roads and watching the crossings of the Combahee. I omitted to state in connection with the foregoing operations that the enemy destroyed three bridges fifty or sixty feet in length, and partially destroyed a fourth in our front, between Garden's Corners and Pocotaligo. They were quickly repaired by using abandoned buildings. The first stage in the operations assigned to me was now accomplished, but from the difficulty of getting supplies through the obstructions at Savannah, and from the tremendous freshet that followed several days of heavy rain, considerable delay was occasioned in other parts of the proposed plan. Major-General Logan continued to transport the troops of his command by water until the 17th of January, when he was directed to march what might be left at Savannah by the Union Causeway. A portion of one division, General John E. Smith's, succeeded in getting through by that route. The water soon flooded the road and it became perfectly impassable; therefore the general continued to embark his command for Beaufort, S.C., till he had ferried over everything except his Fourth Division, under General Corse. Major-General Foster had replaced my bridge at Port Royal Ferry. General Blair had established a depot on the Pocotaligo, about seven miles from the railroad station, which light-draught vessels were able to reach at high water.

By the 28th of January the Fifteenth Corps, three divisions being near Garden's Corners and Port Royal Ferry, with the Seventeenth Corps and the bridge train, was prepared to move forward in accordance with Special Field Orders,No. 19, from your headquarters, excepting that General Corse had been instructed to follow the Left Wing, to form a junction with us as soon as an opportunity should offer.

In compliance with a letter of instructions from your headquarters my Special Field Orders,No. 25, dated January 28, were issued, and the movements of the 29th and 30th followed. General Logan encamped near McPhersonville, General Blair abreast of him, on the river road, reconnoitering to Tenant's Branch. A division of General Foster's, under General Hatch, occupied the position near Pocotaligo and reconnoitered toward the Salkehatchie bridge. The command remained substantially in the same position during the 31st of January, excepting that one division of the Seventeenth Corps, under Brigadier-General Force, made a demonstration of crossing the Salkehatchie in the direction of our right rear. He effected this by cutting wood, building fires, displaying a large skirmish line, the beating of drams, &c. The enemy opposed a considerable force of infantry and artillery.

The general-in-chief having become satisfied that the Left Wing was crossing the Savannah, permitted us to resume the march February 1. I moved General Blair to Whippy Swamp and General Logan to the vicinity of Hickory Hill Post-Office. The former encountered the enemy's cavalry soon after leaving camp and skirmished all day. Whippy Swamp Creek was reached about 1 p.m. General Blair found the road obstructed with felled trees and five small bridges destroyed. The obstructions were quickly cleared away, bridges built, the causeway corduroyed in part, and one division (Mower's) moved across to the other side. Lieut. William N. Taylor, assistant to my chief of artillery, was severely wounded in the skirmish at the creek. The enemy's force was estimated at 600 cavalry, that took the direction of Whippy Swamp Post-Office, and some forty or fifty more who defended the crossing in General Blair's front.

General Logan also met the enemy's cavalry and cleared away considerable obstructions. At points his road was filled with trees continuously for five or six miles. Our men made short work of clearing away these obstacles, going at it joyously and declaring that they can remove Shem quicker than the rebels can make them.

The next day General Blair crossed one of his remaining divisions over Whippy Swamp and sent the other (General Force's) to a crossing higher up, opposite Angley's Post-Office. General Mower had the advance of the right column. On reaching the road leading to Broxton's Bridge he made a reconnaissance in force, developed a long skirmish line, a battery of artillery, and breast-works. The bridge over the Salkehatchie at this point was a continuous one and thoroughly destroyed. Leaving a regiment at this point to make a diversion, Mower pushed on rapidly to Rivers' Bridge, five miles above, hindered the enemy from destroying it, but was stopped by a furious discharge of musketry and artillery bearing on the narrow causeway-approach and all from behind works constructed on a bluff that was enough higher than the causeway to make the fire effective. Here the brave and excellent Colonel Swayne, of the Forty-third Ohio, lost a leg, and five or six other casualities occurred. During part of the day the Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry led the skirmishers and made several gallant charges against the enemy's cavalry, in one of which Lieutenant-Colonel Kirby, of General Blair's staff, was wounded.

The next day General Blair continued his operations. General Giles A. Smith's division was sent two miles below and crossed the Salkehatchie with its immense swamp and numerous branches by wading, while Mower confronted the works directly and cut two Infantry roadways a mile and a half in length to enable him to turn the enemy to the north. Here the officers and men worked all day in the water and mud, often waist deep. Just at dark two of Mower's brigades had overcome all obstacles and got upon the enemy's right flank beyond his intrenchments. He had his rear open and succeeded in escaping with the exception of a few prisoners (about thirty reported). General Smith skirmished heavily with a force toward his right and prevented any assistance to the enemy from Broxton's Bridge.

I visited the field just after General Mower had carried the works. The position was as good for defense as any I ever saw, with abatis or slashing covering its front, and that undescribable river with its swamp to discourage every approach. General Blair's loss in this action was 10 or 12 killed and about 70 wounded. Enemy's loss, some 20 killed and 150 wounded.

Correspondent to General Blair's movement General Logan was to have reached Angley's Post-Office, but the general-in-chief held him back to enable the movement of the Left Wing to be co-operative, so that his head of column only reached that point on the evening of the 3d of February. The same day General Force closed up to Rivers' Bridge. On the 4th General Logan moved two divisions to Buford's Bridge and closed up the remainder of his column to Angley's Post-Office. He only reported skirmishing with enemy's cavalry, heavy roads sometimes obstructed and always to be corduroyed through the swamps and low ground. Buford's Bridge (or bridges, as the river has some fifteen or more channels at this point) afforded a military position of equal difficulty with that at Rivers', but the enemy abandoned it as soon as we broke through below.

Great pains were taken to organize regular and efficient foraging parties for each brigade, battery, &c. They were permitted to mount themselves and required to bring in horses, mules, cattle, and all kinds <ar98_195> of food for men and animals. They were, however, prohibited by the most stringent instructions from disturbing the private houses and taking such things as money, jewelry, watches, and other private property that the imperative necessity of the army did not demand. The inhabitants had cleared away nearly all the produce of the country west of the Salkehatchie. As soon as we had broken this line an abundant supply was open to us. The people were terrified at the extravagant reports regarding us, and buried everything that they could of value. The soldiers became very expert in discovering and exhuming these valuables, and always regarded them as their legitimate prize captures. In spite of every precaution to check it the system of foraging operated to loosen the restraints of discipline, and many acts were committed that every right-minded officer deprecates.

On Sunday (the 5th of February) my command simply crossed the river at Rivers' and Buford's Bridges, preparatory to advance. The 6th both corps moved to the Little Salkehatchie. General Logan found the enemy in some force at his crossing near Duncansville, but soon dislodged him and then rebuilt the bridge, 100 feet in length. General Blair did the same at the Cowpen Ford, constructing bridges to the extent of 260 feet. During the 7th both corps reached the Augusta and Charleston Railroad, the Fifteenth at Bamberg and the Seventeenth about four miles to the east of Midway. The Seventeenth was hindered en route by barricades, felled trees, and the bridges which were destroyed across Lemon Swamp. Both corps had considerable bad road to corduroy. The road was made worse by a heavy rain all day that had commenced the night before. On arrival at the railroad reconnaissances were made to the several bridges across the Edisto. Holman's Bridge, Binnaker's, Cannon's, the railroad bridge, and Walker's were severally destroyed by the enemy on the approach of our forces. The 8th was spent in destroying the railroad. The Seventeenth Corps destroyed from the Edisto toward Bamberg to a point about half-way between that place and Midway, and the Fifteenth Corps from that point on to Blackville; whole distance about twenty-four miles. The ties were all burned and the rails for the most part twisted. At this point General Logan's Fourth Division, under General Gorse, formed a junction with him. The general-in-chief at this time encamped with the Fifteenth Corps, near Lowry's Station, and there issued his Special Field Orders, No. 25, that required me to move on Orangeburg.

Thursday, February 9, General Blair moved his command to the vicinity of Binnaker's Bridge, his head of column reaching that place about 12 m. As soon as our troops appeared the enemy opened from an intrenched position on the other side of the river with artillery and musketry. General Mower, who had the advance, immediately constructed a raft, and sending over a few men secured a lodgment on the other bank. By 6 p.m. he had a pontoon laid over which he began to cross his infantry. He pushed on, bearing to the right through a wide swamp, the men often wading through water three feet deep. By 9 p.m. he had gained the mainland and opened a skirmish with the enemy to the left and rear of his intrenched position. The enemy instantly fled, and General Blair had the bridge properly laid in the direction of the main road and a bridge-head constructed. Simultaneously with this movement General Logan had sent General Hazen's division to Holman's Bridge. He had crossed the river and penetrated nearly through the swamp above the old bridge, when he postponed <ar98_196> further operations until the morning. At daylight he found that the enemy had left his front. He therefore prepared the crossing of the South Fork of the Edisto at that place.

On the 11th the command marched as follows: Seventeenth Corps followed by a division of the Fifteenth, direct toward Orangeburg. The other three divisions of the Fifteenth Corps toward the same point along the Holman's Bridge road. General Force's division led the right column, and reached the Orangeburg bridge about 11 a.m. This bridge is over the North Fork of the Edisto. The stream is much of the same character as the others in this country, i.e., having several channels and bordered by wide swamps. The trees in these swamps, very many of them the cypress, are for the most part close together, and afford the soldier some compensation for the mud and water that he has to wade through, since they are a good protection against musketry. On arriving in sight of the bridge General Force developed, by his skirmishers, artillery commanding the main road, supported, as usual, by infantry in intrenchments. After careful reconnaissances General Blair discovered the extent of the enemy's skirmish line below, and found an open field, where the main stream ran near the west side of the swamp. The mounted infantry were sent down to make a demonstration at Rowe's Bridge, and General Blair made every preparation for forcing a crossing. General Logan moved to Poplar Springs during the day, and pushed forward some mounted men to Shilling's Bridge, six miles above Orangeburg.

The next day, the 12th, the Fifteenth Corps moved to Shilling's Bridge, where General Logan effected a crossing at two points, above and below the bridge, using the divisions of Major-General Hazen and Bvt. Maj. Gen. John E. Smith. He found the enemy strongly posted behind works across the river and swamp. The enemy's position was completely turned and his retreat so nearly cut off that great numbers of his men threw away their arms and ran. He captured 80 prisoners and about 200 stand of arms. Three of the enemy were killed and quite a number wounded. General Logan's loss was 1 killed and 5 wounded. Meanwhile General Blair continued his operations, General Giles A. Smith operating with his division upon the direct front, skirmishing with the enemy, and replying to his artillery fire by a battery carefully intrenched, whilst General Force quietly laid his bridge two miles below, crossed over to the mainland, suddenly appearing upon the enemy's left flank and rear. The country was so open that the enemy was able to escape. General Blair took some 10 or 12 prisoners. General Giles A. Smith noticed the first yielding of the enemy, and followed so closely as to meet the head of General Force's column near the depot. The Seventeenth Corps immediately set to work destroying the railroad toward Branchville-destroying about six miles in that direction. Soon after entering the town of Orangeburg a fire broke out in the upper story of a store building. The incendiary work was reported to have been done by a Jew, who was angry because the rebel cavalry had burned his cotton. The wind was high and the fire spread rapidly, consuming the poorer part of the town before its progress could be arrested. Our soldiers finally got it under control and prevented its spreading farther. Some 200 bales of cotton that the rebels had spared were carefully burned by our troops.

The next day, the 13th, General Blair continued the destruction of the railroad, making complete work up to the State road, a distance of thirteen or fourteen miles from Orangeburg. His mounted men were sent forward beyond the State road and destroyed all the trestle-work <ar98_197> and bridges up to the Santee River. The rebels who were defending the railroad bridge set it on fire on their approach. Meanwhile General Logan marched in two columns, one on the right and the other on the left of Caw Caw Swamp, reaching Sandy Run Post-Office on the evening of the 14th. General Blair closed up to the same point during the 14th. One division having gone on to improve the destruction of the road toward Fort Motte, marched toward Sandy Run Post-Office by the river road, along the Congaree.

On the evening of the 15th I wrote to the general in-chief as follows:

NEAR CONGAREE CREEK, S.C.,
February 15, 1865.
Maj. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN,
Commanding Military Division of the Mississippi :
GENERAL: General Logan advanced at 7 a.m. to-day, his First Division, Major-General Woods, leading. He came upon the enemy's cavalry a short distance from camp and skirmished with them (the rebels), driving them from different lines of rail piles till they reached the Congaree Creek. Here the enemy opened with artillery upon our advance. General Woods confronted the enemy's line with his skirmishers and first worked to the right in order to ascertain the character of the position, and to turn the enemy's left. Failing to dislodge him, I directed General Logan to develop his line farther to the (our) left. He deployed one brigade of General Woods' division about half a mile to the left of the State road, and pushed it on until the skirmish line had waded through a large swamp and come upon the bank of the Congaree Creek. A section of De Gress' battery opened on the enemy's front just as this movement was going on the flank. The rebels gave way, crossed the bridge, set it on fire, and fired on our skirmishers with artillery and musketry from their works on the other side. Soon the skirmishers crossed the creek about half a mile north of the bridge when the enemy gave way and retreated to a new line about two miles nearer Columbia. The bridge partially burned was made passable for infantry and artillery in about ten minutes; the column commenced crossing and followed up the enemy, skirmishing most of the way. At dark General Logan placed two divisions in position on the high ground beyond the Congaree Creek. General Blair moved his command to the vicinity of Taylor's Mill. The enemy has abandoned his front, and he will repair the bridge across Congaree and be ready to cross in the morning. The casualties of to-day in General Logan's corps are 6 killed and 18 wounded. Major Perkins, picket officer of General Woods, was wounded, but not seriously. During the above operations General J. E. Smith made a diversion by threatening to cross the Congaree River at Bates' Ferry. The same vigor and boldness that have characterized our men during the hardships of this campaign were again exhibited to-day. You yourself understand the difficulties of the ground, the mud, the water, swamps, the deep creeks, and ditches that they had to overcome in order to get at the enemy.

Very respectfully,

O. O. HOWARD,
Major-General.
Just at dark on the evening of the 15th the enemy appeared to have taken up a new position, thoroughly intrenched, some two or three miles south of the Columbia bridge. During the night he fired from a battery just south of Columbia, near the city, upon General Hazen's sleeping camp, but no return shots were fired. On the morning of the 16th the works in our front were abandoned and the enemy's force had crossed the bridges and they were burned. The two corps soon concentrated opposite Columbia, and the Left Wing met us at the same point. It should be remembered that the Saluda and Broad unite just above Columbia and form the Congaree. The Congaree is very wide, and we feared that it would be difficult to bridge it safely with the material we had, particularly as the river was high and very swift. The general-in-chief directed me to cross the Saluda at the factory about a mile above. A demonstration was made by placing batteries in position to silence those, before described, on the other side of the river, and a section was directed to fire upon some rebel troops in the <ar98_198> town; also at the depot to prevent the enemy from moving away any more trains. As soon as the bridge could be brought up Capt. C. B. Reese, the chief engineer, threw a bridge across the Saluda under the cover of General Hazen's division. At first the enemy's skirmishers gave a little trouble, but our sharpshooters soon drove them back to a less dangerous distance. The mounted infantry crossed the Saluda first, supported by some infantry of General Hazen's division, and pushed on rapidly, driving the enemy across the Broad River. The attempt was to save the bridge, but it failed, since the bridge had been covered with resin and light wood in such manner as to burst instantaneously into a flame, and this occurred even before all the rebel cavalry had passed over. The remnant escaped northward.

General Logan continued the crossing of his corps during the night, whilst he directed General Woods' division to effect a crossing of the Broad. Lieut. Col. William Tweeddale, commanding engineers, undertook to get a rope across just above the bridge in order to make a temporary ferry. The current was so exceedingly swift, and the river so wide, that it was very difficult to get the rope to the other shore; finally he drew over a light cord obtained at the factory, and by means of it succeeded in establishing the rope ferry about 3 a.m., when General Woods sent over boat load after boat load of troops, until he had succeeded in ferrying over Colonel Stone's entire brigade. The place where they landed was not the firm ground, but a sort of muddy dike, beyond which there were deep ravines now partially filled with water. The whole bank was covered with wood and thick underbrush. Under this cover the rebels kept a strong skirmish line and fought with as much obstinacy as at any other point. Our artillery situated on a high bluff and our skirmishers up and down the river aided the brigade thrown over. Colonel Stone gradually extended his skirmish line and then moved forward up the east bank, sweeping everything before him. Several prisoners were taken during the advance. About 10 a.m. the mayor of Columbia, with a flag of truce, met Colonel Stone and formally surrendered the city to him. The general-in-chief had instructed me to destroy certain public buildings, but to spare institutions of learning, asylums, and private dwellings. I transmitted these instructions to Maj. Gen. John A. Logan whose troops were to have charge of the city. He directed Major-General Woods to place suitable guards. As soon as the bridge was completed I crossed with General Sherman and rode to the town with him, a distance of about three miles. The ground was dry, the wind blowing hard, so that the dust almost blinded us.

As we entered the city the negroes and many white people collected at the corners of the streets and greeted the general with loud cheering. In the main street was a large quantity of cotton partially consumed by fire. Some men were at work trying to extinguish the fire with a very poor engine. We remarked that the loose cotton was blown about in every direction, and the shade trees were so completely covered with bits of cotton as to remind me of a grove in Maine after a snow storm. The guards were carefully established in different streets, and seemed to be attending to their duty very faithfully. I noticed a few men under the influence of liquor, and immediately directed that they should be placed under guard. I have been thus particular in narrating these preliminary incidents, because there followed one of the most terrific scenes that I have ever witnessed, and we are charged by the rebels with its inception. Thinking everything was very orderly, and the city police in the best of hands, I selected a house and hoped to get a little rest. But it was hardly dark before a fire broke out in the <ar98_199> vicinity of Main street, and spread rapidly. I learned, moreover, that quantities of liquor had been given to the soldiers by certain people who hoped in this manner to conciliate them and get their protection, and it is certainly true that many of our men and some of our officers were too much under the influence of drink to allow them to properly discharge their duty. Strenuous efforts, however, were made to arrest the flames. General Woods sent in a fresh brigade, and afterward General Hazen still another. During the night I met Generals Logan, Woods, and other general officers, and they were taking every possible measure to stop the fire and prevent disorder. Nevertheless some escaped prisoners, convicts from the penitentiary just broken open, army followers, and drunken soldiers ran through house after house, and were doubtless guilty of all manner of villanies, and it is these men that I presume set new fires farther and farther to the windward in the northern part of the city. Old men, women, and children, with everything they could get out, were herded together in the streets. At some places we found officers and kind-hearted soldiers protecting families from the insults and roughness of the careless.

Meanwhile the flames made fearful ravages and magnificent residences and churches were consumed in a very few minutes. After about two-thirds of the city, all the business part of the town, including the old State House, had been destroyed, the wind shifted to the east and the fire was stayed. The next morning showed very little of Columbia except a blackened surface peopled with numerous chimneys and an occasional house that had been spared as if by a miracle. I believe that the rebels, who blew up the depot, scattered the cotton over the city, and set fire to it, and took no reasonable precaution to prevent the destruction of Columbia, are responsible for the suffering of the people. Neither the general-in-chief nor any of his lieutenants have ever sanctioned any conduct so evidently against the dictates of humanity. The Seventeenth Corps followed the Fifteenth across the Saluda and Broad and encamped outside of the city to the northeast. The Fifteenth Corps encamped to the east and south, except the garrison of the city.

During the 18th and 19th the command remained in the vicinity of Columbia and were engaged in destroying the public buildings, such as the railroad depot, the arsenals, machine shops, armory with a large quantity of machinery, a powder mill that had everything in running order, three large store-houses for ammunition and ordnance stores, &c. A list of the ordnance and ordnance stores destroyed or made use of from Columbia will be attached to this report. While the men were removing the shells from the arsenal to the river a terrible accident occurred. A percussion shell was carelessly thrown down the bank amongst others when it exploded, killing and wounding some 15 men from General John E. Smith's division. The railroad was destroyed southward completely as far as Mill Creek by the commands of Generals Hazen and Corse. General Corse continued the work as far as Cedar Creek, and his mounted men burned the trestle-work and forced the enemy to destroy the railroad bridge across the Wateree. The road was completely destroyed for fifteen miles and partially for forty. Meanwhile General Blair was at work upon the railroads northward.

Monday, February 20, the command commenced its march northward. General Logan's column made a detour, via Roberts' Cross-Roads and Muddy Springs, his head of column reaching Rice Creek. General Blair followed the railroad, destroying it as he went, having made a march of fifteen or sixteen miles. The next day General Blair continued the same work to within five or six miles of Winnsborough, and <ar98_200> the Fifteenth Corps encamped with two columns, one at Harrison's Cross-Roads and the other at Longtown. My headquarters were at Harrison's Cross-Roads. The next day the Fifteenth Corps moved in two columns to the vicinity of Peay's Ferry. General Blair continued the destruction of the railroad to Winnsborough, where he joined the work of the Twentieth Corps, and then closed up to Poplar Spring Post-Office. The work of laying the bridge across the Wateree commenced at 1 p.m. Our crossing at that point did not seem to be anticipated. Here we found the country high and rolling and the banks of the river quite steep. General Logan crossed two of his divisions after the completion of the bridge.

Thursday, the 23d of February, the Fifteenth Corps reached Flat Rock with its head of column. The Seventeenth Corps crossed the river and encamped near Liberty Hill with the mounted infantry at Russell Place. My headquarters, with one brigade for guard, took an intermediate position near Patterson's Cross-Roads. Before General Blair completed his crossing of the Wateree a heavy rain commenced and continued all the following night and the next day. The soil which was hard during fair weather, became slippery and muddy, so that it was with extreme difficulty that the teams were worked up the steep hills. The 24th General Blair continued his march via Russell Place, and, finding a straight road from Russell Place to Flat Rock, he undertook that route, but getting into an impassable quicksand was obliged to turn back and move farther south. His head of column at night was about five miles from Flat Rock. Meanwhile General Logan had moved the Fifteenth Corps in three columns, one, via McDowell's Mill, to a point between Williams' and West's Cross-Roads, and the left column by an upper route to the same point, and the right column, consisting of two divisions, to a point on Saunders' Creek. The rain and bad roads had prevented the complete accomplishment of each order of march, so that the troops were somewhat scattered. The country, after passing Flat Rock, was for the most part sandy, with pine forests, filled with numerous roads and cross-roads. The rebel cavalry here annoyed us considerably, capturing some of our foragers and a few wagons from General John E. Smith's division. The next day, February 25, the Fifteenth Corps continued substantially in the same position, except that the right column closed up to within about twelve or thirteen miles of Tiller's Bridge. Two regiments of General Corse's division had entered Camden en route and destroyed a quantity of cotton and public stores. Afterward a party of mounted men, under charge of Captain Duncan, by my direction destroyed the Camden bridge and depot and a quantity of cotton.

The Seventeenth Corps reached Hough's Bridge over the Little Lynch. The pontoon train with its guard closest up to the vicinity of Williams' Cross-Roads. During the day General Logan had sent forward his mounted infantry with instructions to secure Tiller's Bridge. They surprised and captured a camp of about 100 rebel militia, partly armed and partly not.

The next day, the 26th, General Blair moved to Young's Bridge, across the Lynch, and General Logan marched in two columns, one to Tiller's Bridge and the other to Kelly's Bridge.

My headquarters were with the central column. The Lynch was fringed with the usual swamps. The bridges across the main creek were saved, but owing to the freshet the water had risen so as to flood the country for nearly a mile outside the river bed. <ar98_201> 

At Tiller's Bridge General Corse had two brigades wade the creek immediately upon his arrival, and a few wagons succeeded in getting over. At Kelly's Bridge General Hazen did much the same thing, sending over a part of his infantry and a few wagons. General Corse had hardly reached the mainland when the foragers and skirmishers were fiercely assaulted by Butler's cavalry.

The assault was sturdily met and repulsed, with a loss to the rebels of several killed and wounded. I saw a number of horses of the enemy killed. The water rose during the night upward of two feet, and rendered the crossing impassable except by bridging. I had dispatched the same day Captain Duncan, with all the available mounted men that I could raise at my headquarters, about sixty in number, with instructions to penetrate as far as the Charleston and Florence Railroad, and break that road by burning some one of the bridges west of Florence. While at Peay's Ferry news had come of the evacuation of Charleston. The news was corroborated by prisoners taken at Tiller's Bridge. Lieutenant McQueen: my chief of scouts, accompanied Captain Duncan with cipher message, which he undertook to send through to Charleston. Captain Duncan crossed below Kelly's Bridge, and had reached Mount Elon Post-Office, where he was followed by quite a large force of rebel cavalry, considerably outnumbering his company. On the approach of this force he held his command well in hand and fought them desperately. The commander, Colonel or Brigadier-General Aiken, and some 6 or 7 of his men were killed, and 50 or 60 reported wounded.

Captain Duncan had two killed and three or four wounded, including Lieutenant McQueen, very severely. Duncan drove the enemy from the field, but, thinking that he had met with too much opposition for his small force, turned back and reached my headquarters the next day. The 27th of February it rained all day. General Blair put his entire corps at work and succeeded in bridging the approaches to the main stream and crossed part of his command just at evening. General Logan had a footbridge constructed from mainland to mainland. The pontoon was put down on the west side; some of the bad places were filled up with brick: other points corduroyed under water, the corduroy being pinned down. But every effort at this point was baffled by new difficulties. We did not succeed in getting over any wagons. The water, however, was subsiding slowly. The next day, the 28th of February, the bridging at Tillersville was continued, and a few wagons and animals crossed with great difficulty. General Hazen had commenced a plank bridge, promising to have a good one completed early the next day. March 1 the water had subsided so much that a roadway completely practicable was finished by noon at Tiller's Bridge, while at Kelly's General Hazen finished his plank bridge about 3.30 p.m.,of nearly a half mile in extent. But owing to the want of sufficient breadth of the trestles, and their resting upon a quicksand, the bridge racked over under the weight of heavy wagons, and part of it had to be reconstructed. I accompanied two of General Hazen's leading brigades as far as Kellytown. The accident at the bridge prevented the remainder of Hazen's column from getting up. We found the country at this point very rich, furnishing plenty of provisions for the horses and men.

March 9, General Logan concentrated his command near New Market, excepting Corse's division, ten miles above, at Rocky Ford, Black Creek. Near night General Logan moved Corse's division forward to the intersection of the New Market road. With my headquarters I crossed the columns and encamped near Rocky Ford. General Blair had moved <ar98_202> forward, via McDonald's, to within thirteen or fourteen miles of Cheraw. The Fifteenth Corps now having come up within supporting distance of the Seventeenth, the command was pushed forward rapidly on the 3d of March toward Cheraw. General Blair encountered only cavalry, drove them across Thompson's Creek so rapidly as to save the bridge, his men stamping out the fire already kindled. The rebels were pushed by General Mower's division to and through the town of Cheraw, skirmishing all the way. They succeeded is destroying the Cheraw bridge in spite of us. We now learned that the Left Wing had driven back the rebel cavalry from Chesterfield the evening before, and this had determined Hardee to withdraw rapidly from Cheraw. The citizens represented that he had 20,000 men. He had constructed a remarkably strong bridge-head for artillery and infantry, commanding our approaches to Thompson's Creek, but this could do him no good after his line had been broken at Chesterfield. General Blair captured 28 pieces of artillery, between 2,000 and 3,000 stand of small-arms, and a large quantity of ammunition. The general-in-chief, who had been with the Left Wing, joined us at Cheraw March 4, 1865. The pontoon was laid over the Pedee directly opposite the town, and General Mower's division, of the Seventeenth Corps, was sent over to take up a position on the other side.

An expedition was organized under the command of Colonel Williams, of the Twelfth Indiana, consisting of the Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry, and such mounted foragers as General Logan could send. This force was directed to destroy the depots, trestle-work, bridges, &c., as far as Florence, and, if possible, destroy the public buildings and stores at that place, and then return to Cheraw.

Monday, March 6, 1865, I was instructed by General Sherman to make short marches in order to give the Left Wing the lead toward Fayetteville, and, as some of the divisions were short of breadstuffs, the first two marches were arranged accordingly.

General Blair moved to Bennettsville and used the mills in that vicinity, while General Logan encamped his command some four or five miles from the river, using Easterling's, Goodwin's, and several other mills in that neighborhood.

Another terrible accident occurred at Cheraw similar to that at Columbia. It was a premature explosion at the place where a large quantity of powder and shells had been collected for the purpose of being destroyed. General Woods' infantry was resting near by at the time and a number of teams waiting to cross the river. The explosion was very loud and shook the ground for miles. One officer and three men killed, and several men wounded, many quite seriously. The teams were stampeded, and several teamsters were badly injured.

Tuesday, March 7, 1865, the next march, was without special incident. Seventeenth Corps moved toward Fayetteville to Beaver Dam Creek. Fifteenth Corps, one column to Brightsville, and the other to a point where the direct road intersects Crooked Creek. March 8, two columns of the Fifteenth Corps united at Laurel Hill, sending forward mounted men to secure and hold Gilchrist's Bridge, if possible. . . .

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

O. O. HOWARD, 
Major-General, Commanding.
Maj. L. M. DAYTON, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Military Division of the Mississippi.
No. 10.--Reports of Capt. Peter A. Taylor, Signal Corps

 U.S. Army, Chief Signal Officer
HEADQUARTERS SIGNAL CORPS, U.S. ARMY,
DEPARTMENT AND ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE,
Goldsborough, N. C., March 30, 1865.
COLONEL: I have the honor to report that on the 13th of January, in compliance with General Field Orders, No. 4, headquarters Department and Army of the Tennessee, Beaufort, S.C., January 12, 1865, I assumed command of the signal detachment serving with that army, relieving Capt. J. M. McClintock, having reported to the major-general commanding in obedience to Special Orders, No. 343, War Department, Adjutant-General's Office, Washington, October 12, 1864. There were at that time serving in the detachment ten commissioned officers--five acting signal officers, and five belonging to the regular organization of the corps, disposed as follows: Three with the Fifteenth Army Corps, four with the Seventeenth Army Corps, and three--acting chief, acting adjutant, and acting assistant quartermaster--with the headquarters of the army. Lieutenants Shellabarger, Adams, and Kelly of the number were on duty temporarily under orders of Captain Bachtell, working line of signal stations between Savannah and Fort Pulaski, where they remained until the 17th, when the line was broken up, and they, with exception of Lieutenant Kelly, who was assigned by Captain Bachtell to temporary duty with the Fourteenth Army Corps, reported back to this detachment.

On assuming command I at once proceeded to organize the detachments in a manner deemed most effective for the coming campaign. Two officers, with their usual number of enlisted men, were left with each army corps--Lieutenants Sherfy and Adams with the Fifteenth and Lieutenants Dunlap and Kelly with the Seventeenth--while the remainder were ordered in to army headquarters, where a reserve party was formed--Captain McClintock in charge---to operate under the immediate direction of the chief signal officer. The sergeants then present for duty were assembled in the reserve camp and their instruction in signal codes and in station duty commenced. A new code of signals to take the place of the ord code in transmitting messages rapidly short distances was arranged and introduced into the detachment, copy of which was furnished Captain Bachtell, who adopted <ar98_213> and promulgated it to the officers serving with the Left Wing of the army. A copy of this code is herewith transmitted. The country around Beaufort, S.C., affording no advantages for signaling, the officers of the detachment were permitted to occupy the time while the army remained in that vicinity in preparing for the South Carolina campaign.

The Right Wing of the grand army, Major-General Howard commanding, having concentrated at Pocotaligo on the 30th of the month, the extraordinary march commenced, which terminated with the occupation of Goldsborough, N. C. A short march was made on the 30th through a swampy and thickly-timbered country, when the army went into camp six miles west from Pocotaligo, where it remained during the 31st awaiting the movements of the Left Wing, Major-General Slocum commanding, which was marching across country from Savannah.

In view of the probable impracticability of using signals to any extent during the campaign, in consequence of the rapid marching of the army and the swamps and the unbroken forests for which South Carolina is noted, the services of the signal party with headquarters were tendered to the major-general commanding for scouting and reconnoitering in the advance and on the flanks of the column, and for carrying dispatches between the two corps of the army moving on parallel roads, and were by him thankfully accepted. The officers in charge of parties with army corps were directed to make similar tender of their services to the commanding officers with whom they were serving.

For details of daily service for the month of January I would respectfully refer you to the transcript of daily record.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. A. TAYLOR, 
Captain Signal Corps, U.S. Army, Commanding Detachment.
Col. B. F. FISHER, 

Chief Signal Officer, U.S. Army.
HEADQUARTERS SIGNAL CORPS, U. S. ARMY,
DEPARTMENT AND ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE,
Goldsborough, N. C., March 31, 1865.
COLONEL: I have the honor to report, in continuation of my report of operations for the month of January, that on the 1st day of February the Army of the Tennessee, which had encamped on the 30th of January near Pocotaligo, resumed its march through the State of South Carolina. The signal parties accompanying the army, unable to perform material service in their legitimate line of duty, for reasons set forth in my report for January, rendered efficient service during the month of February in reconnoitering, skirmishing, communicating between the columns, foraging, and the officers of the detachment performing more or less aide duty. Lieutenant Sampson was used by the major-general commanding as freely as any one of his personal aides.

While at Orangeburg Lieutenant Sampson carried dispatches from General Sherman to General Slocum--a distance of over thirty miles--the longest trip made by any aide during the campaign.

The party under Captain McClintock, by my direction, accompanied daily the advance of the columns to reconnoiter roads and gain all the information possible regarding the enemy and the country. His men, armed with Spencer carbines, as were all the enlisted men of the detachment on duty in the field, skirmished frequently with detachments of the enemy's cavalry. On halting after the march of the day the two corps of the army, moving on different roads, would usually be separated from six to fifteen miles. Frequently at such times Captain McClintock, with ten or fifteen men, would be sent to communicate between the columns, which duty he accomplished whenever undertaken.

On the evening of the 3d, from Rivers' Bridge, he communicated with General Force, commanding Third Division, Seventeenth Army Corps, whose command at Whippy Swamp took a road diverging to our left, and brought information of interest to the general commanding. On the 5th, reconnoitered the country and communicated with the Fifteenth Army Corps, which crossed the Big Salkehatchie at Buford's Bridge, five miles above crossing of right column. At the Little Salkehatchie, which we reached on the 6th, he was sent again to communicate with the left column, six miles above. After proceeding a short distance his party came upon a superior force of the enemy's cavalry, and during a skirmish which ensued Sergeant Page received a severe wound in the foot by the accidental discharge of his own carbine while in the act of dismounting. Upon entering Orangeburg, where the army struck the South Carolina Railroad, Captain McClintock's party followed up several miles the rear of the enemy's retreating column and succeeded in capturing four prisoners. On the 15th the enemy's cavalry offered strong resistance to our advancing columns, but were steadily driven back to Congaree Creek, the defensive line of Columbia. The signal party skirmished during the early part of the day and aided in driving the enemy across the creek. Of its operations later in the day Captain McClintock says in his report:

At 11 a.m. I joined Captain Duncan's party and reconnoitered the river (creek) for several miles above the bridge to obtain another crossing. Upon arriving at Taylor's Mill we were informed that the rebels were guarding a bridge over the creek about a mile distant. We moved down immediately and found the enemy had fired it and fallen back. After extinguishing the fire and repairing the bridge we proceeded down the opposite side of the stream, had a skirmish with a party of rebels who were guarding a crossing below, and compelled them to leave. At this place we crossed all our horses and sent them back to camp in charge of a part of our men; with nine others, the captain and myself started on foot to reconnoiter the country on the north bank and down toward the bridge, at which the troops were then fighting. Night coming on compelled us to bait, as we were unable, owing to the impassableness of the country, to discover whether our forces had carried the bridge or not. 16th, started at daylight toward our lines, and at 10 a.m. came up with the Fifteenth Army Corps, part of which had crossed the evening before. We now found we had stayed the night previous almost in rear of the rebel right flank, or at least the early part of the evening.

I have no doubt but that the driving away of the enemy's pickets from the crossing referred to by Captain McClintock hurried the evacuation of the strong position in front of our army on the main road, as it would naturally have led the enemy to believe that a crossing had been effected above, flanking their position. After leaving Columbia and crossing the Wateree River it was deemed advisable to destroy the bridge over that stream at Camden, which place lay twenty miles to the right of our line of march. The mounted men with the headquarters were organized for the purpose into an expeditionary party. In accordance with directions from the major-general commanding to send as many men as possible from the signal party, I directed Captain :McClintock, with fifteen men, to join the expedition. The united parties, under Captain Duncan, went into Camden, destroyed the bridge, burned the railroad depot and returned in safety without loss. At Lynch's Creek, on the 27th, an expedition was gotten up for the purpose of cutting the railroad near Florence. In obedience to orders of the major-general commanding to furnish men for the expedition, Sergeant Burchard and ten men were ordered to report to Captain Duncan. The party returned on the 28th without having accomplished their object. When near Mount Elon, on the evening of the 27th, Captain D. was attacked by overwhelming numbers of Hampton's cavalry. A hand-to-hand fight ensued--the most brilliant and spirited of the campaign--with a loss of only four of the party. A loss of sixty-seven killed and wounded was inflicted upon the enemy, including Colonel Aiken, commanding brigade, and a member of General Hampton's staff. Captain Duncan spoke in the warmest praise of the bravery and coolness of the signal men accompanying his expedition. The signal detachment with the Fifteenth Army Corps, First Lieut. W. H. Sherfy in charge, also rendered efficient service during the month. That officer reports as follows regarding the operations of his detachment:

4th, I went in advance with the detachment and saved a party of foragers from capture, who were chased by the enemy. Afterward I left some men to hold the crossing of a creek where they had a skirmish, driving the enemy back. 5th, we went in advance and found the enemy blockading the road, when we drove him from his work. While holding our position Private N. P. Willis was wounded, causing him the loss of a limb (leg); he was at the time bravely doing his duty. 6th, I reconnoitered to the left and communicated with the Twentieth Corps. 7th, we went in advance with the cavalry and were in a skirmish, driving the enemy from the Augusta branch railroad, which we were the first to cut. I then went to look out roads and discovered a new crossing of the Edisto River. 11th, marched to Poplar Springs, where the general sent us ahead to reconnoiter a bridge, where we found the enemy fortified and had a skirmish with him. 12th, the troops forced a crossing of the river and I went over and reconnoitered through the swamp, the general sending us ahead to look out roads. 14th, on staff duty till noon, and then went four miles to reconnoiter a crossing of the Congaree River. 15th, the enemy showed so much resistance as to retard the advance of the column, and I went to the left with our party and found a bridge across the creek, where we tried to force a crossing, but found the enemy too strong. 16th, did staff duty and in the afternoon was sent across the Saluda River and was in a skirmish trying to save a bridge. 17th, marched in Columbia at night. I helped quell a riot and saved some dwelling houses from being burned. 20th, on the march, and I went ahead to look out roads. 23d, sent ahead by the general to look out road for one of the columns. 24th, Lieutenant Adams, with several of the men while on a scout, captured two rebel captains.

The signal detachment with the Seventeenth Army Corps, Lieut. J. R. Dunlap in charge, performed some service during the month; that of the officers, principally staff duty. Owing to some personal misunderstanding between the two officers with the Seventeenth Army Corps, there was co-operation wanting to render their party efficient.

On the 1st of February, in compliance with order of Major-General Howard, as follows--

CIRCULAR.]            HDQRS. DEPARTMENT AND ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE,
Whippy Swamp, S. C., February 1, 1865.
Capt. P. A. Taylor, chief signal officer, will organize a foraging party for those headquarters, in charge of a reliable non-commissioned officer. The caterer, or enlisted man in charge of each mess, will be allowed to accompany this party.

By order of Maj. Gen. O. O. Howard:

M. VAN DYKE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
A detail of ten men was made from Captain McClintock's party and placed under the charge of Sergeant Haner, who conducted the foraging for the headquarters until the 25th of the month in the most satisfactory manner. While frequent captures of men from foraging parties Were made by the enemy not a man was lost by Sergeant Haner. On the revision of the regulations governing foraging, necessitated by reason of frequent captures and murder of individuals by the enemy, Lieutenant Shellabarger was placed in charge of the foraging party of the headquarters and conducted the foraging the balance of the month satisfactorily.

For further details of daily operations I respectfully refer you to the transcript of daily record transmitted herewith.

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. A. TAYLOR, 
Captain, Signal Corps, U.S. Army.
Col. B. F. FISHER, 

Chief Signal Officer, U. S. Army.
No. 11.--Report of Maj. Gen. John A. Logan, U. S. Army, Commanding

 Fifteenth Army Corps, of operations January 7-March 31.
HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Goldsborough, N. C., March 31, 1865.
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of this command during the past campaign:

In accordance with instructions contained in paragraph 2, Special Field Orders, No. 7, current series, headquarters Department and Army of the Tennessee, dated Savannah, Ga., January 7, 1865, preliminary orders were issued directing that the corps should be held in readiness to move from Savannah to Beaufort by transports, and that the First Division should be moved to Fort Thunderbolt preparatory to embarkation. During this period the defenses of Savannah were being constructed, and as the Seventeenth Army Corps had moved from the city heavy details for working parties to push the work to completion were made upon this corps, and beside the whole strength of my pioneer force I had 3,000 men at work on the fortifications, besides 1,000 men on duty with the chief quartermaster of the military division.

On the 9th ultimo the First Division, Brevet Major-General Woods commanding, moved to Fort Thunderbolt, and commenced embarking on the morning of the 10th. Knowing the anxiety of the general commanding to have my command concentrated at Beaufort as soon as possible, I had ordered General Woods to seize every opportunity to transport his troops, and that general had commenced embarking even before the whole of the transportation of the Seventeenth Corps had been shipped. The character of the vessels used for transporting the troops and trains of the corps greatly impeded the movement, for although of sufficient capacity to accommodate large numbers of men it was necessary to sling our animals and dismount and take to pieces our wagons before they could be loaded; but by building long wharves out into the stream the embarkation was greatly facilitated. Things had sufficiently progressed, however, with the embarkation of the First Division to move the Second Division to Fort Thunderbolt on the morning of the 14th ultimo, and General Hazen was instructed to follow General Woods as rapidly as possible. On the 16th I received a dispatch from the commanding general of the army, dated Beaufort, January 15, 1865. informing me that the movement on Pocotaligo had been perfectly successful, resulting in the discomfiture of the enemy and in his retreat, and that General Blair from that position had been ordered to reconnoiter back toward Savannah, and further directing me to co-operate with him with all the mounted force I could raise, pushing out from the city along the Union Causeway in the direction of Grahamville and Coosawhatchie. The reconnaissance was designed to ascertain the practicability of that route for troops and wagons. On the same day my mounted force, consisting of the Twenty-ninth Missouri Mounted Infantry and a detachment from the Seventh Illinois Mounted Infantry, crossed the Savannah and pushed out to join General Blair's forces. Colonel Gage, in his report of the reconnaissance, confirmed the impression previously formed as to the availability of that route to Pocotaligo, and in accordance with instructions received from the commanding general in a communication from Lieutenant-Colonel Strong, chief of staff, bearing date Savannah, Ga., January 17, 1865, the further embarkation of my command for Beaufort was suspended, <ar98_221> and instructions were issued looking to its movement by land. When the movement by land commenced I had already shipped the whole of my First Division and nearly all of the Second, with the exception of De Gress' battery, a portion of the supply train, and two regiments as train guard. These were ordered to move with the Third Division of the corps, which was under orders to break camp and move across the pontoon bridge over the Savannah River on the morning of the 19th ultimo. A severe storm had set in on the 18th and continued through the morning of the 19th, but General Smith succeeded in crossing the pontoon with his Second Brigade and a portion of his ordnance train, and stretched out on the South Carolina side of the river, but the rains were so heavy, swelling the streams and bursting the dikes confining the headwaters of the great swamp river, that the roads soon became submerged and entirely impassable for man or team and only navigable in boats. His division was divided--General Smith with a portion of his command beyond the break and the balance still on the Savannah side of the river. Under these circumstances I ordered General Smith to push through to Pocotaligo with his Second Brigade and put the rest of the troops in camp to await a subsiding of the flood. The storm continued during that night and the next morning with unabated fury, and in consequence thereof I received instructions from the commander-in-chief to continue the shipping of my command to Beaufort, reserving the Fourth Division to move by land with the Left Wing of the army. As fast as boats arrived at Savannah they were loaded with troops, animals, and wagons to their fullest capacity, and on the morning of the 26th I transferred my headquarters to Beaufort.

On the 26th the position of the several divisions of the corps was as follows: The First and Second Divisions at Port Royal Ferry; a portion of the Third Division at Pocotaligo, with the First Brigade awaiting its transportation at Beaufort, and the Fourth Division still at Savannah. Before leaving Savannah I had given General Corse instructions to move his command by slow and easy marches to Sister's Ferry and there to cross the Savannah River at such time as he could get the bridge, and to move his command to Hickory Hill, the point indicated for the concentration of the whole corps. The supplies for the corps were drawn from the depots established at Beaufort and at Hatch's Landing, and up to the time of our final separation from a base the troops were supported on rations drawn directly from the depots without calling on our supplies in the wagons. For a schedule of rations on hand at the opening of the campaign I have the honor to invite your attention to the subjoined report of the chief commissary of the corps.

The transportation of the corps was in good condition, and although the animals suffered for want of forage on our entrance into Savannah, still the abundant supply received before the campaign opened put them in good condition to sustain the march through the swamps of South Carolina.

On the morning of the 30th of January the corps moved in two columns from their position at Garden's Corners and Port Royal Ferry in the direction of McPhersonville, the First and Second Divisions having the right and direct road through Pocotaligo, with General Smith to the left on the Ridge road. The First and Third Divisions encamped near the village, with the Second Division at Pocotaligo. The next day was consumed in sending back empty wagons to Hatch's Landing for subsistence and other stores needed for the troops. Orders were issued at this point limiting the organization of foraging details to the smallest number of men absolutely required for the service and directing that they should be chosen from the best men of the command, the officers were to be appointed for the campaign, and a record kept of them at division headquarters, and they were to be held responsible for the conduct of their details. In accordance with your Field Order, No. 29, I moved the corps from McPhersonville to Hickory Hill, breaking camp at 7 a.m. Before the rear of my column passed through McPhersonville I regret to inform you that the village was in flames. This was doubtlessly induced by the desertion of their houses by the entire population, for on our entrance into the village not a human being was to be found. The road to Hickory Hill crosses numerous streams, swampy in character and tributary to Coosawhatchie Swamp, which covered our left flank. In all of these swamps we found timber felled, with rail barricades defended by a small brigade of rebel cavalry, dismounted, who were easily pushed before us by the Seventh Illinois Mounted Infantry and the Twenty-ninth Missouri Mounted Infantry, supported by infantry reserves. On nearing Hickory Hill the mounted infantry was pushed forward with the design of saving the bridge across Coosawhatchie Swamp on the road from Sister's Ferry, as it was anticipated that General Corse would come in at that point, but a portion of the rebel cavalry had retreated across the bridge, partially destroying it, and the design was frustrated. The First Division was encamped in position for the night at the intersection of the Whippy Swamp Post. Office road with that on which we had been moving, with the Third Division in support. General Hazen, who had moved that morning from the neighborhood of Pocotaligo, encamped to the rear of the other divisions about three miles. The next morning, February 2, the Second Division having the advance, moved to Loper's Cross-Roads. Our advance was contested by the enemy's cavalry at the crossing of all the streams and creeks, in which timber had been felled, with the same pertinacity as on the previous day, but with the same result, and our mounted infantry found no difficulty in pushing them back across Duck Branch. Owing to the heavy roads the other divisions did not succeed in reaching the crossroads but encamped some four miles back. In accordance with instructions from superior headquarters the Third and Fourth Divisions of the corps were moved to the right into position along the road running from Duck Branch Post-Office to the Angley's Post-Office, the First Division holding the bridge over Jackson's Creek; the Third Division equidistant between the First and Second Divisions, with the Second Division still in camp at the cross-roads at Duck Branch. It rained fitfully all day and the roads were heavy and required corduroying in many places before the artillery and trains could be gotten over. This evening I received information from the commanding general that the Seventeenth Corps had effected the crossing of Big Salkehatchie at Rivers' Bridge, and at the same time orders directing me to move forward my command at Buford's Bridge and force the passage of the river should that become necessary. In compliance with these orders I directed General Woods to move forward from his advanced position at 6 o'clock, sending a brigade in light marching order, unencumbered with wagons, to Buford's Bridge to secure the same and to follow on with the rest of his command as rapidly as possible. General Smith moved in rear of the First Division. General Hazen was ordered to march to Angley's Post-Office and there to encamp his command in position for the night covering all the <ar98_223> approaches from the direction of Barnwell. On reaching the bridge General Woods found the works of the enemy deserted, but the bridge over the main stream had been destroyed and the lagoon bridges, some twenty-six in number, had been all broken down. The roads were heavy and required a good deal of work from the pioneer corps. Up to this time nothing had been heard from General Corse, and I was entirely in the dark as to the success or failure of his movement, but from his energy and perseverance of character I knew that he would make every exertion to join the corps as soon as possible.

The next day, the 5th of February, was consumed in crossing the Big Salkehatchie, and my command was encamped that night in the salients, as it were, of an equilateral triangle, the First Division on the direct Bamberg road, the Second Division on the road leading to Barn-well, and the Third Division on that leading to Rivers' Bridge, the First and Second Divisions being intrenched. February 6, the advance on the Little Salkehatchie was commenced, the Third Division, General John E. Smith, having the advance with the mounted infantry at the head of the column. The Twenty-ninth Missouri Mounted Infantry advanced to the Little Salkehatchie, skirmishing with the enemy, and driving them across the stream, when it was discovered that the bridge had been destroyed, and that the rebels were in position behind works prepared to dispute the crossing. On the arrival of the infantry column General Smith deployed his Second Brigade, Col. C. R. Wever commanding, on the bluff facing the river, with two regiments, one on each side of the road, pushed to the river bank in skirmish order to develop the position of the enemy. The Twenty-ninth Missouri Mounted Infantry was sent to a crossing reported by negroes to be some three or four miles below the bridge, while the detachment of the Seventh Illinois moved above along the bank of the stream searching for a ford. In the meanwhile the trains of the Third Division were parked out of range, well in rear, with the First Brigade, Third Division, massed in support of the Second. General Woods was ordered to move up in support of the Third Division, massing his troops and trains in convenient fields out of range of the enemy's fire. The position occupied by the enemy was very defensible, his front being covered by a deep and tangled swamp extending for several miles below his position, while the stream above opened into a wide pond, yet our skirmish line pushed through the mud and water and developed his line, extending quite a distance above and below the bridge, covered by rifle-pits. The bank on the south side of the river appeared to be much higher than that on the opposite side, rising in quite a bold bluff, but the swamp was so dense that it was impossible to appreciate the character of the opposite bank or to avail ourselves of any advantage we might have in height of position. General Smith's dispositions having been made for an attack, and General Woods' division being within supporting distance, I ordered him to push his Second Brigade through the swamp in line of battle, covered by a heavy line of skirmishers, and endeavor to take the works of the enemy. It affords me great pleasure to testify to the gallant manner in which my orders were executed by Colonel Wever, who charged with his men through mud and water, across the stream and in face of the enemy's fire, driving him from his line of works, all along the river. The rebels fell back to some open fields about a mile and a half from the stream, formed in line, as if preparing to receive our attack. General Smith, having crossed his First Brigade, pushed forward on the road to Duncansville. The rebel cavalry meanwhile moved from our front in the direction of Blackville <ar98_224> and the railroad. The bridge across the Little Salkehatchie being soon rebuilt Generals Woods and Hazen moved their divisions and trains across during the afternoon and evening, the whole corps going into camp, grouped around Springtown Meeting-House. The night set in with rain which continued with great severity until quite late the next morning.

In accordance with instructions received from the general-in-chief orders were issued for an advance on the railroad, to commence at 6 o'clock the next morning. The order comprehended the movement of two divisions in light fighting trim, unencumbered with wagons, except ten from the ordnance train and the ambulances of each division; the rest of the wagons were to move under escort of the remaining division, with orders to go into park in the event of an engagement with the enemy, so that the troops guarding them might be relieved and moved to the front should occasion require there presence. The First and Second Divisions, moving in that order, were those chosen for the advance, and at 7 o'clock the morning of the 7th the troops moved forward, the roads in a wretched condition from the storm of the night previous. The advance was unopposed, and with the exception of felled timber in the crossing of Lemon Swamp, which delayed the column a short time, the march was made with ease and celerity, my mounted infantry striking the railroad at Bamberg, or Lowry's Station, by 9.30 a.m., and by 12 m. I had two brigades at work tearing up the track and piling up ties and rails preparatory to burning and twisting the same. The First Division encamped about two miles north of the railroad, covering the Cannon's Bridge road, with General Hazen on the left, covering the approaches from Orangeburg. General Smith was in position south of the railroad, covering the trains. The next day, the 8th ultimo, was spent in destroying the railroad, every rail being twisted, the infantry tearing up the track and piling the rails and ties, and the Engineer Regiment twisting each rail, utterly destroying the road. In accordance with instructions from the commander-in-chief I directed General Hazen to send a brigade on a reconnaissance to Cannon's Bridge, on the South Edisto, to ascertain the condition of the crossing and the movements or the enemy. Colonel Jones, commanding brigade, found the bridge destroyed and the enemy in position on the opposite bank of the river, and as his orders were merely to reconnoiter the road leading to the bridge and not to force a crossing he returned to camp without loss to his command.

In accordance with orders from department headquarters I moved the First and Third Divisions of the corps on the morning of the 9th from Lowry's Station to Graham's Station, and encamped them in position to the north of the railroad, covering the approaches from Binnaker's and Holman's Bridges. The Second Division, General Hazen commanding, moved along the big Augusta road to the first cross-roads near Holman's Bridge, going into camp facing the river, with a strong picket pushed to the river bank, the bridge having been destroyed by the enemy. The First and Third Divisions each had a brigade at work on the railroad, destroying ties and rails, working in the direction of Blackville. Through one of General Corse's staff officers, who joined me at this point, I learned that he was back at the crossing of the Big Salkehatchie, pushing forward with all dispatch to join the rest of the corps. After leaving Savannah General Corse encountered serious obstacles to his advance. The roads were almost impassable for artillery and trains, and on reaching the Savannah, at Sister's Ferry, the river was found far too swollen to put in the pontoons till the water had  subsided, and after crossing, indeed, the same character of roads continued, rendered worse, if anything, by the late severe storms. The pioneer corps of this division had been with the main column during the whole march, and General Corse had been deprived of their assistance. But, notwithstanding these obstacles, on the evening of the 10th General Corse was encamped but six miles in rear of my position at Graham's Station, ready in the morning to join the corps. Pontoon-boats having been sent to General Hazen he crossed the South Edisto River with his division on the 10th ultimo, encamping in position on the north bank. The First and Third Divisions were engaged in destroying railroad till about 3 in the afternoon, when the Third Division moved to the cross-roads near Holman's Bridge, preparatory to crossing in the morning. On the morning of the 11th the crossing of the South Edisto was continued, and the movement on Columbia was fairly inaugurated. Major-General Hazen broke camp at 7 a.m., and moved out in the direction of Poplar Springs, on the direct Orangeburg road, the Third and First Divisions following. General Corse had been instructed to cross at Binnaker's Bridge, bearing with his division for the same point. The march was uninterrupted, and the Second and Third Divisions were in camp before dark, Generals Corse and Woods bivouacking about two miles to the rear. At last I found my whole corps together, unimpaired in usefulness. On reaching Poplar Springs I ordered a reconnaissance to Shilling's Bridge, to ascertain the character of the crossing at that point, and left my mounted infantry out on picket near the bridge which the enemy had destroyed on our approach.

For an account of the operations of my command for the 12th ultimo in passing the North Edisto I have the honor to invite your attention to the following extract from a previous report, rendered immediately after crossing:

The corps moved from camp with General Hazen in the advance, and on reaching the bridge a strong skirmish line was deployed and pushed to the bank of the stream, with the design of developing the position and strength of the enemy, while at the same time an effort was made to effect a crossing above and below the bridge. The Second Brigade of the Second Division, Col. W. S. Jones commanding, with a regiment at each of the crossings above and below the bridge skirmished heavily with the enemy in front, and so entirely engaged his attention that the flank demonstration was pertfectly successful. A crossing below the bridge having been first effected General Hazen moved the First and Third Brigades of his division to that point and threw them across the river on a hastily constructed bridge of rafts fastened together, but found a dense and tangled swamp still in his front, through which he pushed his command, however, reaching the mainland without encountering resistance. In the meanwhile Colonel Jones had been equally successful in effecting a crossing above the bridge, and, with the Thirty-seventh Ohio Infantry, pushed down on the left bank of the river, taking the enemy's position at the bridge in flank and reverse. The moment the enemy discovered our forces on their side of the river they broke and ran from their works, throwing aside arms and accouterments in their flight. The enemy was driven from his works at 2.30 p.m. The Third Division of the corps was moved in support at the point of crossing of General Hazen's two brigades, with General Woods in support at the bridge, while the Fourth Division was held in reserve at a point equally distant from the two crossings.

The enemy lost killed 3, wounded unknown, with 80 prisoners and about 200 stand of arms left in our hands; my loss was very slight, being 1 man killed and 5 wounded.

The crossing having been thus gallantly effected the movement on Columbia was continued, and in accordance with your instructions I moved the corps the morning of the 13th ultimo in two columns, one, consisting of the Second and Third Divisions, along the road to the east of Caw Caw Swamp, with the First and Fourth Divisions on a plantation road up the west bank. Both roads came together in the neighborhood of Sandy Run Post- Office, which point was indicated for the concentration of the corps in two days' march. The corps camped that night in position, the two columns nearly abreast of each other. Our march was uninterrupted to Sandy Run, which point was reached and passed the next day (the 14th instant), the troops going into camp in the following order and position: The First Division near Wolf's plantation, General Hazen in support, with the Third and Fourth Divisions some two miles in rear. It having been reported that the enemy were in force on Congaree Creek, intrenched, our dispositions were made to force the passage, and at the same time to demonstrate upon the Great Congaree with a portion of the corps. The movement was commenced at 7 a.m. the 15th ultimo, Brevet Major-General Woods having the advance, supported by the Second and Fourth Divisions of the corps. To Brevet Major-General Smith was assigned the duty of making the demonstration at the crossing of the Congaree River above referred to. General Woods encountered the enemy at a short distance from his camp, but easily pushed them before him, until their main line was discovered on Congaree Creek, which empties into the river about one mile and a half from the road on which the column was moving, stretching away in a westerly direction, winding through deep banks fringed with undergrowth and bounded by marshy open fields, which had been rendered impassable for artillery by the frequent rains of the week past. On approaching the creek the enemy's line was developed, extending apparently along the face of the creek with a salient covering the bridge--artillery in position in the salient--commanding the road and open fields in front of their works. General Woods at once deployed his Second Brigade across the road, pushing forward a heavy skirmish line to feel the position of the enemy. From the nature of the ground nothing could be effected by a demonstration upon the right, and Colonel Stone's brigade (Third Brigade, First Division) was moved in line on the left across the open field into the woods bordering the river, the troops wading through mud and water up to their waists till they reached the banks of the stream. General Woods' First Brigade was held in reserve in the center. Generals Hazen and Corse moved their divisions in support of General Woods. The enemy opened quite briskly with artillery and musketry upon Colonel Stone's advance, but one regiment succeeded in crossing the stream higher up than the tête-de-pont of the enemy extended, and completely turned his position, for when an advance was made along the whole skirmish line the enemy broke from their works, firing the bridges in their flight. Our troops gallantly charged over their line, and succeeded in putting out the flames, notwithstanding the enemy opened a hot artillery fire on the bridge and the main road leading to it. In this connection I must invite attention to the able manner in which Colonels Catterson and Stone handled their brigades and co-operated with their division commander in all his combinations. As soon as the bridge was repaired I pushed General Woods across, when it was discovered the enemy had abandoned his first line of works along the river-bank, retreating across open fields to a second line much nearer the city of Columbia. The country was open for two miles from the river, stretching away in uncultivated fields apparently well adapted for the movement of cavalry, in which arm of the service the rebels were quite strong. It was afterward ascertained that the force that had contested the crossing of the creek was the cavalry command of the rebel General Hampton. The enemy showed toward night quite a heavy force of cavalry, moving in column and line across the fields near their second line of works, as though to charge upon our infantry, but General Woods got his division in position with Hazen on his right, and night closed in without an attack. General Smith's reconnaissance on the Congaree River was perfectly successful, and the whole corps encamped prepared for an early advance in the morning. During the entire night the rebels shelled our camps from the other side of the river, but to little purpose, for on the advance of our skirmish line in the morning (the 16th of February) the enemy's second line was found abandoned, and the corps moved on Columbia in the following order: General Hazen having the right, with Generals Woods, Smith, and Corse in support. On approaching the city it was discovered that the enemy had destroyed the bridge over the Congaree River, and on examination the engineer officers reported that our pontoons would not reach across, and that it would be necessary to force the passage of the Saluda and Broad to effect a crossing. The enemy showing no disposition to surrender the city, but manifesting great industry in removing stores, &c., from the different warehouses, a section of De Gress' battery was put in position, shelling Columbia during the entire morning.

In accordance with orders from Major-General Howard I moved General Hazen's division to Saluda Factory, on the Saluda River, and directed him to throw some men across the stream in pontoon-boats to dislodge the enemy from the opposite bank and admit of the laying of the pontoon bridge. This maneuver was successful, and the Engineer Regiment worked without interruption from the enemy's sharpshooters. As soon as the bridge was completed I pushed the mounted forces of the whole army across in advance of the corps, hoping they might be able to save the bridge over the Saluda, but it was necessary to cross our infantry before the enemy could be driven from their position, and they had ample time to destroy the bridge before the advance of our troops could contend successfully with the flames. Night falling before the pontoon bridge could be gotten up the troops were put in camp covering the peninsula that they occupied. To General Woods was assigned the advance in crossing the Broad, and he was instructed to push a brigade over by daylight, with orders to move in the direction of Columbia and occupy the city if possible. The pontoon was not completed as rapidly as was anticipated, and Colonel Stone's brigade did not cross before 7 a.m., when he moved out in the direction of Columbia, meeting with little resistance. On his approach he was met by the mayor and other prominent citizens, who formally surrendered the city to his command. Colonel Stone moved his brigade into Columbia, taking possession of the public stores and buildings. A provost guard was at once organized and great exertions to preserve order and protect the city were made by all his officers; but the citizens had received our soldiers with bucketfuls of liquor, and the negroes, overjoyed at our entrance, piloted them to buildings where wine and whisky were stored, and for awhile all control was lost over the disorganized mass. On completion of the bridge the rest of the corps crossed and moved through the city to position on the Columbia Branch of the South Carolina Railroad. Toward dark Colonel Stone's brigade was relieved from duty and fresh troops moved into the city to clear it of the rioters, and, if possible, to preserve order during the night, but the citizens had so crazed our men with liquor that it was almost impossible to control them. The scenes in Columbia that night were terrible. Some fiend first applied the torch and the wild flames leaped from house to house and street to street until the lower and business part of the city was wrapped in flames. Frightened citizens rushed in every direction, and the reeling incendiaries dashed, torch in hand, from street to street, spreading dismay wherever they went. General Woods used every exertion to quell the riot, and his troops aided him in fighting the conflagration, and to their exertions is due the preservation of such portion of the city as escaped the fire. Toward morning General Oliver's brigade, of Hazen's division, was ordered into the city, and this force, in addition to that from the First Division, restored order. The next morning the provost system was more thoroughly organized, and, under command of Brevet Brigadier-General Woods, the city was perfectly quiet.

On the 18th ultimo the Second and Fourth Divisions were ordered to destroy fifteen miles of the Columbia Branch of the South Carolina Railroad, and leaving a strong camp guard moved from the city. During the course of the day instructions were issued that the divisions should bivouac on the road in the event of not accomplishing the destruction of the same before night-fall. Details were furnished from this corps while in Columbia to destroy certain Government stores that could not be used by our army, and during the destruction of some ammunition a sad explosion took place, killing and wounding I officer and 23 men. Upon investigation it was found to have occurred from purely accidental causes, and that no one was chargeable with undue carelessness. The troops remained in and around Columbia during the 18th and 19th, the work of destroying railroad and public stores in the city being continued. My mounted infantry was in the meanwhile dispatched to destroy the railroad bridge across the Wateree River, and accomplished their work thoroughly and successfully, burning on their return all bridges and trestling up to the point where General Corse was working.

During the night of the 19th General Hazen's division returned to camp near the city, but the Fourth Division remained in camp on the railroad, with orders to move on the next morning to a junction with the other divisions of the corps to the north of the city, in the direction of Muddy Springs. During the 19th ultimo a refugee train was organized, consisting of those of the inhabitants of Columbia and of the neighboring country who desired to go north with our army, and an equal distribution was made of the same among the several divisions. To this train accessions were made daily during our march through the country, and with the negroes who abandoned their homes at different places along our line of march the trains grew to great size. The corps broke camp from around Columbia the morning of the 20th of February, and moved north in the direction of Winnsborough, leaving the South Carolina Railroad and line of march of the Seventeenth Corps far to the left. Owing to the scarcity of water in the neighborhood of Muddy Springs the troops were moved several miles farther in advance than was intended, and encamped on Rice Creek, the Third, Second, and Fourth Divisions reaching that point, with the First Division a little in advance of Muddy Springs. The rear guard of the army had been drawn from this division, and before leaving Columbia Brevet Brigadier-General Woods had driven all stragglers and camp followers before him and moved his command from the city in good order. The movement was continued on the morning of the 21st. The character of the country was hilly and barren, and but little forage for man or animal could be procured, the corps encamping three divisions on Dutchman's Creek, with General Woods' division at Longtown, on the direct Winnsborough and Camden road. The next day the corps moved to the Wateree, the left column, via Poplar Springs, to Peay's Ferry, at which place it was directed to cross the river. General Woods was instructed to move along the road to Nichols' Ferry, demonstrate at that crossing, but moving his command to Peay's Ferry by the most direct left-hand road. No signs of the enemy were discovered at either crossing, and the pontoon was laid without interruption. General Hazen crossed his command, taking up position on the opposite side of the river. The rest of the corps encamped ready to cross in the morning. On the 23d of February the corps continued crossing the Wateree, and on reaching Liberty Hill broke into two columns, the left, consisting of the First and Third Divisions, moving to Flat Rock Church; the right, composed of the Second and Fourth Divisions, to the neighborhood of Red Hill Post. Office. The object of the continued movement was to strike the system of roads leading from Camden to Cheraw, across Lynch's Creek, by Tiller's and Kelly's Bridges, and to attain this object the left column was moved on the morning of the 24th of February to West's Cross-Roads, the right column making Big Pine Tree Church on the Camden and Cheraw road. Detachments from the Second and Fourth Divisions entered Camden, destroying all public stores and buildings to be found in the place. No enemy was encountered on this detour. The following morning this column was moved up abreast of the other divisions into position near Pine Tree Church, with one brigade at McCaskill's Cross-Roads, making communication complete. While our troops remained at West's Cross-Roads the enemy's cavalry maneuvered on our flanks, and succeeded in picking up a few of our foragers and stragglers, but no serious inconvenience was experienced from their presence. On the morning of the 26th the corps marched to Lynch's Creek, the Fourth and First Divisions to Tiller's Bridge, and the Second and Third to Kelly's Bridge and prepared to cross that stream. The rains of the previous week had so swollen this stream that, although the bridge remained, the water on each side was deep enough to swim a horse, and presented in its then condition an almost insurmountable obstacle to the crossing of our trains. On reaching the creek, however, General Corse pushed his division across, his men wading up to their armpits, holding above their heads their muskets and cartridge-boxes. On attaining the other bank he skirmished with and drove Butler's division of rebel cavalry, and took position covered with works to hold and protect the crossing. The first serious detention that the corps had met with since the opening of the campaign was the swollen crossing of Lynch's Creek; too wide to be bridged, too deep to be forded, the only feasible plan was to wait till the water subsided before attempting to cross our trains, but in the meantime our whole available pioneer force was engaged in building a footbridge for the infantry. The same character of stream was found at Kelly's Bridge as at Tiller's Bridge, presenting the same obstacles to a crossing at that point.

The 27th and 28th of February were consumed in building footbridges and in futile attempts to put in pontoons, for the broken and irregular character of the bottom rendered it impossible to do so with success. But several deep holes were bridged and sunken corduroy put in wherever the water had subsided sufficiently to admit of work on the bottom. The water having fallen sufficiently to warrant an attempt at crossing our trains, on the 1st of March the crossing was attempted, and by raising our hard bread and ammunition five or six inches in the beds of the wagons the Fourth Division train and a portion of the First Division passed over with little or no damage, but before General Woods could pass the whole of his train it was necessary to build <ar98_230> another bridge of considerable length, so that it was not until the morning of the 2d of March that he succeeded in crossing the last of his wagons. General Hazen, if anything, met with greater obstacles at Kelly's Bridge, for just after his bridge had been completed and the wagons were crossing it gave way, and the whole work had to be done over again. But he commenced crossing the same day as General Woods, and the whole of his division, with all the transportation of the Third, was over by the evening of March 2.

On the morning of the 1st General Corse had moved out to Black Creek, on the Camden and Cheraw road, and on the 2d crossed his command. The same day the First Division, General Woods commanding, moved to New Market, crossing Big Black Creek, which bid fair to be as bad as Lynch's Creek, but toward midnight we were able to get in pontoon-boats sufficient to bridge the main part of the stream, and the whole of the command was crossed without loss to our ammunition or subsistence. General Hazen moved from Kelly's Bridge, encamping near the forks of the road west of the creek, and lent every assistance in putting in the pontoons. General Smith could only reach Kellytown, where he camped for the night. The next morning the movement was continued on Cheraw, the Fourth Division moving along the direct Camden and Cheraw road to Thompson's Creek, where the division was encamped. The First and Second Divisions moved by plantation roads across from the New Market and Society Hill road to the Cheraw road, thence in rear of the Fourth Division to Thompson's Creek, where the First Division was also encamped in position. The Second Division did not succeed in reaching this advanced position, and as the Seventeenth Corps had entered Cheraw there was no necessity for pushing the division farther than they could move during daylight. The Third Division, crossing Black Creek at Rocky Ford, moved along the Camden and Cheraw road, encamping in the neighborhood of the Second Division. The next morning, the 4th of March, the corps entered Cheraw and took position to the north of the town, being encamped across the plank road. The roads leading into Cheraw were very much cut up by the passage of heavy army trains and required a great deal of work before our trains could be passed over them, but our indefatigable pioneer corps worked faithfully here, as always, and smoothed the way for our troops and trains. Before entering the city a mounted force was organized, consisting of the Seventh and Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry, the Twenty-ninth Missouri Mounted Infantry, and a detachment of thirty mounted foragers from each division, the expedition under command of Col. Reuben Williams, Twelfth Indiana Infantry, for the purpose of striking the railroad junction at Florence and destroying the public stores at that place and as much of the railroad as the expeditionary character of the force dispatched could accomplish. This expedition returned without having entered Florence on account of the presence of the enemy in considerable force, but Colonel Williams succeeded in destroying most of the bridging and trestling between Cheraw and Florence, and fully accomplished in this respect the design of the expedition. For the purpose of foraging upon the country and of using certain mills General John E. Smith's division crossed the Great Pedee at 6 a.m. the 5th ultimo, and moved to position on Phill's Creek. General Hazen crossed the same day after the Seventeenth Army Corps, and encamped in support of the Third Division. On the withdrawal of the Seventeenth Corps the provost guard for the city was drawn from the Fourth Division, which remained in the city as rear guard for the army. The rest of the corps crossed the Pedee the 6th of March, the Fourth Division encamping near Easterly's Mills, the First Division in the neighborhood of Quick's Church, with the Third and Second Divisions in the same positions as on the day before. During the campaign every opportunity was seized to work all grist and flour mills met with in the country, and on encamping for the night the mills in the neighborhood were regularly assigned to the different divisions. Virtually living upon the country, it was necessary to husband our supplies and put under contribution all the resources of the country.

The whole corps having crossed the Great Pedee, the movement on Fayetteville was commenced on the 7th ultimo, and the corps broke camp, moving forward in three columns to Crooked Creek, the Fourth Division via Irby's and Easterling's Mills; the First Division on a plantation road to the left, running into the road on which the Fourth Division was marching at Goodwin's Mill; the Third and Second Divisions, in that order, via Quick's Church. This column was delayed until a late hour in the day by the passage of the Twentieth Corps, which crossed our pontoon and moved through our camps, passing in the direction of Rockingham. The movement was continued the next morning on two roads, that to the right leading to Springfield and Laurel Hill and the other more directly to Laurel Hill. The First and Fourth Divisions moved on the right road, the Second and Third on that to the left. About midday a severe storm set in, continuing without intermission during the rest of the day and night; the roads becoming almost impassable for our trains, the greatest exertions were necessary to bring them into camp by morning. The Second and Third Divisions reached Laurel Hill, the rear of the Third Division getting into camp at 1 a.m. The infantry of the First Division, with a portion of the supply train, also reached Laurel Hill, but the remainder of the train was parked some four miles back in the direction of Springfield. The roads became so bad that it was necessary to corduroy nearly the whole distance before the trains could be gotten up. General Corse did not move farther than Springfield, and reconnoitered during the night for a fresh road to Laurel Hill. In accordance with orders from department headquarters I moved on the morning of the 9th the Second Division of my corps along the direct road to Gilchrist's Bridge; the Third and First Divisions, in that order, on a road to the left, striking into the Rockingham and Gilchrist's Bridge road, then down that road to the bridge, while the Fourth Division was ordered to follow the Second Division on the direct road. The rains we had had for some days past had swollen all the streams and flooded all the swamps which seemed as it were the road indicated for our march. The entire reach of Jones' Creek, at the crossing, a swamp, had to be corduroyed, and the country was of such a treacherous character that a horseman leaving the main road would most certainly mire. The Second Division succeeded in reaching Gilchrist's Bridge and by putting in four pontoon-boats completed the crossing. But the trials that this and the other divisions endured in struggling through the succession of swamps between Lumber River and Little Rockfish Creek beggar description; to be fully appreciated the scene of their operations should have been visited; the whole corps worked night and day as pioneers until the treacherous country was passed. No sooner had the Second Division fairly commenced crossing Lumber River than the rain set in with great violence, completely washing the bottom out of the roads. General Hazen pushed two brigades, with a few wagons, through to Mill Swamp, parking his train in some open fields about two miles from Gilchrist's Bridge. The remaining brigade was left with his trains. General Smith found good roads till the severe rains of the afternoon set in, when the roads were so bad that in places no ground could be found solid enough for the animals to stand upon, and the wagons had to be pulled out of the mire by relays of men. His Second Brigade succeeded in crossing Lumber River, and pushed on in the direction of Randallsville, the point indicated in the order of march for his whole division. His train and First Brigade did not get nearer the river than four miles, where the trains were brought into park and the troops bivouacked for the night. The First Division, moving in rear of the Third, only succeeded in wholly crossing Jordan's Creek by 3 p.m., and during the night pulled up to the neighborhood of the First Brigade of General Smith's. The roads that had been pretty good in the morning, when the Third Division passed, were impassable without corduroying before night. The Fourth Division broke camp at daylight from Springfield and moved by plantation roads to Laurel Hill and commenced crossing Jordan's Creek about 3 p.m. The whole of this division had not crossed the swamp along the creek before the heavy rain commenced, sinking the bottom of the whole road that had borne General Hazen's train in the morning. General Corse moved on until 9 p.m., corduroying almost every foot of the road and making about four miles from Jordan's Creek. One of the swamp bridges had sunk and his command bivouacked, with Juniper Swamp and Creek, swollen into quite a stream, flowing between his brigades. Each division had heavy working parties on the roads all night, preparatory for an advance in the morning. With things in this condition I received your Field Orders, No. 57, directing me to move my command across Little Rockfish Creek. Circumstances were such that it was impossible to comply with this order, but I issued instructions to my division commanders, urging them to push forward their commands in the morning to the farthest point attainable. General Hazen was directed to close up his command on Bethel Church and report to headquarters the moment that he was ready to move forward. To the other divisions similar instructions were issued, Generals Smith and Woods to move via Randallsville and General Corse to follow General Hazen. Strong working parties from all the divisions were engaged from an early hour in the morning corduroying the road; it was impossible to move a wagon from the direct road; the country was a perfect quicksand. The cordu-roying through the swamps had to be made with trees, felled and split, and in some places fastened down with heavy stringers. . . .

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN A. LOGAN, 
Major-general.
Capt. A.M. VAN DYKE., 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Tennessee.
ADDENDA.
HDQRS. DEPARTMENT AND ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE,
Patterson's Cross-Roads, S. C., February 23, 1865.
Maj. Gen. JOHN A. LOGAN, 
Commanding Fifteenth Army Corps:
GENERAL: It is my purpose to publish an order of congratulation to the army as soon as the pressure of duty will permit me, but I cannot longer delay an expression of thanks due to yourself and your remarkable corps for the completeness of success which has attended you during the vigorous operation from Savannah to the taking of Columbia. You were present when John E. Smith's division forced its way across the Little Salkehatchie Swamp. You visited the bridges where General Hazen crossed the Edisto, and also witnessed the operations of the same division near Shilling's Bridge, where the deep, wide, and difficult swamp was crossed, [the enemy] captured or scattered, and I trust you will do them honor by graphic and distinctive narration of their generous and indefatigable labor which resulted in success. I was with you at Congaree Creek, and shall not soon forget the difficult ground, the almost unassailable position of the enemy at the bridge, where General Woods' division waded through the mud, the swamp, and the creek and succeeded in dislodging the rebels and putting them to flight. I closed my letter to General Sherman that day as follows:

The vigor and boldness that have characterized our men during the hardships of the last campaign were again exhibited to-day. You yourself know the difficulties of the ground, the mud, the water, swamps, deep creeks, and ditches that they had to overcome in order to get at the enemy.

Again, I was with you when you pushed Hazen across the Saluda, and also vividly recall the work of the entire night and the severe skirmish of the morning which Woods' division had to secure the crossing of the Broad. The successful expedition of General Corse along the line of the railroad, when he, together with your mounted infantry, rendered useless about thirty miles of it and destroyed an immense amount of rebel property, and afterward pushed with so much promptitude to the head of the column, merely afford us fresh instances of the earnest energy of himself and his command. The faithfulness with which every duty has been executed, the unflagging attention to orders, and the cheerful and hearty deportment of the entire corps afford me a sincere pleasure and a peculiar faith in your success. In this letter I have scarcely hinted at the operations of your command, but, believe me, general, your own energetic co-operation in these movements, which have resulted already in the fall of Columbia and Charleston and in the almost irreparable disruption of the enemy's lines of communication and supply, can never be forgotten.

Tender my congratulations and thanks to your noble division and brigade commanders, and through them to the officers and men in their charge. May the blessing of Heaven continue with us, and nothing ever occur to mar the fair record of the Army of the Tennessee.

Very respectfully,

O. O. HOWARD, 
Major-General.
No. 12.--Reports of Bvt. Maj. Gen. Charles R. Woods, U. S. Army, 

Commanding First Division, of operations 

January 10--March 24 and April 10-11.
HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Longtown, S. C., February 21, 1865.
MAJOR: In obedience to your communication of the 20th instant, calling for a report, of the operations of my command from the crossing of Sandy Run until the Federal evacuation of Columbia, S.C., I respectfully submit the following:

Leaving my camp at Rucker's plantation the morning of February 14, I marched by a plantation road as far as Sandy Run. I here struck the State road, and, crossing the stream about 2 p.m., I continued for some four miles farther in the direction of Columbia, reaching with my head of column the camp-ground assigned me at Wolf's plantation at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. I met with the rebel cavalry outpost at this point, but soon drove them back with my skirmishers, four companies being deployed across the road for that purpose. Encamping my division on a range of hills well adapted to defense, I threw up good earth-works on my front line, extending the embankment across the road to protect my battery that had there been put in position. During the night the rebel cavalry made a dash on my picket vedettes, capturing three of them, as well as First Lieut. David Rorick, G Company, Thirty-first Iowa Infantry, picket officer of the Third Brigade, who was at that time out superintending his line.

The next morning at daylight I was out of camp and on the road toward Columbia. [ met with stubborn opposition throughout the entire day, and, being obliged to march with a heavy skirmish line constantly covering my advance, it was not until the afternoon that I reached the neighborhood of the Little Congaree Creek, but five miles distant. The enemy was here developed on the river bank in considerable force, with three pieces of artillery protecting his position. I ordered Col. R. F. Catterson, commanding the Second Brigade, to deploy his command to the right of the road, with instructions to feel toward the left flank of the enemy's line and, if possible, to cross the river below him. At the same time the Third Brigade, Col. George A. Stone commanding, was moved off to the left of the road with the same object in view respecting the right flank of the enemy, both brigades moving under cover of a strong connected line of skirmishers. The First Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General Woods commanding, was held in reserve. Colonel Stone's skirmishers getting fairly on the flank of the rebel line, handsomely turned it, driving the skirmishers back beyond the river. The Fourth Iowa Infantry, moving still farther to the right and rear of the enemy, managed to effect a crossing over the stream above him, and at the same time Colonel Catterson having obtained a foothold below and my skirmishers pressing them very hard in front, the enemy was obliged to fall back from his works along the river bank to an inner line nearer the main Congaree River. The works thus gained were strongly constructed and most admirably adapted to the defense of the crossing. As soon as it was seen that the rebels were leaving their position I at once pushed the Second Brigade and one section of artillery (Twelfth Wisconsin Battery) across the river, moving over to the bridge that had been but partially burned by the enemy, moving forward for nearly a mile beyond the river in pursuit of the retreating columns of the enemy. I was here obliged to halt and wait the remainder of my division, which was delayed some time at the river crossing. This not coming up until late in the afternoon, darkness <ar98_243> prevented my farther advance, and, selecting a ridge of ground well adapted for the purpose desired, I encamped my division with my left resting on the river bank and my right connecting with the Second Division that had in the meantime crossed the river. My position was made secure by the erection of substantial earth-works along my front line. The next morning, the 16th instant, it being ascertained that the enemy had withdrawn from his works in my front, my division was promptly moved forward to a point on the State road nearly opposite the center of the city. Temporarily halting here, toward night I again moved forward, crossing the pontoon over the Saluda River, near the factory. I encamped in position on the bank of Broad River, near the bridge.

During the night, in accordance with instructions received from the major-general commanding the army corps, a crossing was effected over the river at this place, which, owing to the great width of the stream and the extreme rapidity of the current, was a very difficult task, and between 7 and 8 o'clock the following morning the Third Brigade had crossed to the opposite shore, moving over by means of three pontoon-boats, that were with great difficulty towed from one side of the stream to the other, and obtained possession of a good range of hills crossing the main Columbia road, from which it had gallantly driven the rebel skirmishers, capturing twenty of their number. The enemy very soon withdrew in the direction of Columbia., when the mayor of the place came out under a flag and signified to Colonel Stone that the rebels had evacuated the town. He at once moved his brigade in and took possession, the balance of the division following as soon as the pontoon-boats were laid across Broad River. I encamped my command just beyond the city, on the east side of the Columbia and South Carolina Railroad, throwing up light works in my front.

It may be proper to state that the troops first entering the city were freely supplied by the citizens with great quantities of intoxicating liquors, so that the confusion inevitable on the entry into a captured city was very materially increased, and at night, in obedience to the orders of the major-general commanding, the brigade on provost duty in the city was relieved by the First Brigade of this division, Bvt. Brig. Gen. William B. Woods commanding. During the evening a fire broke out in the western part of the city, which rapidly spread over that portion of the town, owing to the high winds that swept the flames rapidly from one street to another. At the same time the town was fired in several different places by the villains that had that day been improperly freed front their confinement in the town prison. The town itself was full of drunken negroes and the vilest vagabond soldiers, the veriest scum of the entire army being collected in the streets. Every measure practicable was adopted to prevent the spreading of the fire; but owing to the gale that was sweeping over the place, the absence of any proper water power, and the fact that the city was filled with both citizens and soldiers who were in noways disposed to have the scene closed, it was an almost impossibility to arrest the flames. About one-third of the city was destroyed, including the principal part of the business portion of the place.

During the 18th and 19th instant my command remained at and near Columbia. On the 19th a detailed party from my division destroyed 550 bales of cotton that were stored in the town. In addition to this there were 820 bales found piled up in the streets that were also destroyed.

I append a statement of the amount of property belonging to the Confederate Government that was destroyed.

The casualties in this command were: At the crossing of the Little Congaree, 5 enlisted men killed and 10 wounded; total, 15. At the crossing of Broad River, 1 commissioned officer and 4 enlisted men wounded; total, 5. Please see list of casualties annexed. I shall forward reports of brigade commanders as soon as they are received.

I have the honor, major, to bey very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHAS. R. WOODS, 
Brevet Major-General.
Maj. MAX WOODHULL, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Army Corps.
No. 13.--Report of Bvt. Brig. Gen. William B. Woods, Seventy-sixth Ohio Infantry, Commanding First Brigade, of operations January 23-March 26.
HDQRS. FIRST BRIG., FIRST DIV., 15TH ARMY CORPS,
Near Goldsborough, N. C., March 26, 1865.
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of this brigade during the campaign just closed:

Pursuant to General Orders, No. 5, from headquarters First Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, dated Beaufort, S.C., January 21, 1865, I assumed command of the brigade at Garden's Corners, S. C, on the 23d day of January. On the 30th day of January the brigade, at that time comprising an aggregate of 1,408 officers and men present for duty, moved with the other brigades of the First Division of the Fifteenth Army Corps, camping that night at McPhersonville, where it remained until the morning of February 1, when it resumed the march, arriving at Hickory Hill, on the left bank of the Coosawhatchie River, about 3 p.m. A force of rebel cavalry, supposed to be at least a regiment, were found on the opposite bank of the river, with outposts <ar98_252> strongly posted on the causeway and bridge crossing the stream. By direction of Brevet Major-General Woods, commanding First Division, I deployed three regiments, namely, the Twenty-seventh Missouri Infantry, Colonel Curly; Thirty-first and Thirty-second Missouri Infantry, consolidated, Major (now Lieutenant-Colonel) Seay, and the Twenty-sixth Iowa, Major Lubbers, and, throwing forward a strong line of skirmishers, advanced to the bank of the river, intending to cross in line of battle and drive off the enemy. It was found, however, that the passage of the stream was impracticable for so large a body of troops, as the river flowed through a dense cypress swamp nearly a mile wide, in which in many places the water was waist deep. I therefore pushed forward the skirmishers only, who with great difficulty advanced through the swamp, and under the fire of the enemy carried the bridge and causeway and drove him from the opposite bank of the river. In this affair I lost none in either killed or wounded. The next day the march was resumed, and continued from day to day until the 6th day of February, when the brigade reached Bamberg, a station on the Augusta and Charleston Railroad, and immediately commenced the destruction of the road. On this day and the following the brigade utterly destroyed the track for a distance of four miles, burning the ties and twisting by the use of hooks and levers, the iron rails. On the 11th of February I also completed the destruction of one mile of the track of the same road, near Lee's Turnout, reheating the iron, which had only been bent, and twisting the same.

Nothing deserving special mention occurred after the 11th instant until the 15th of February, when the First Division approached the Little Congaree River, where it struck the enemy's cavalry in force. This brigade, being the rear of the division, took no part in the heavy skirmish of that day until after the enemy had been forced across the stream and driven from his works upon its bank. After passing the river a line of battle was formed in the open fields of a large plantation, this brigade occupying the extreme left. To the left and front of the brigade was a high ridge, affording the enemy a commanding position, and this was occupied by a considerable force of the enemy's cavalry. I ordered the Twenty-sixth Iowa Infantry, Major Lubbers commanding, to deploy as skirmishers, and keeping a large reserve to carry the ridge. The order was executed handsomely, the enemy was driven off, and the ridge held. On the 17th day of February this brigade marched into and through Columbia, and encamped about a mile and a half outside the town. About 9 o'clock at night I received an order from Brevet Major-General Woods, commanding First Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, to march into the city and relieve the Third Brigade of the same division, which was on provost guard duty there. On entering the city I found a large part of the place in flames. I am satisfied by statements made to me by respectable citizens of the town that the fire was first set by the negro inhabitants. A gale was blowing, and the city being chiefly built of wood, the fire was exceedingly hard to control, but by the strenuous exertions of the officers and men of the brigade at least two-fifths of the city was saved from destruction.

On the next day, by order of Maj. Gen. O. O. Howard, commanding Department and Army of the Tennessee, I was appointed post commander of all that part of Columbia lying south of Taylor street. The One hundred and third Illinois, Fortieth Illinois, and Ninety-seventh Indiana had in the meantime been ordered to report to me for duty. I at once appointed Col. Reuben Williams, Twelfth Indiana Infantry, provost-marshal of the post, and by means of his efficiency <ar98_253> and energy, and that of the officers and men under my command, was enabled to preserve comparative quiet and good order in the city while occupied by our army. This brigade acted as the rear guard of the army when the city of Columbia was evacuated by our troops on the 20th of February, and entered the town of Cheraw with the other brigades of the division on the 4th of March. As the brigade was moving out of this place, to cross the pontoon bridge over the Great Pedee River, a large quantity of rebel ammunition, which had been thrown into a ravine near the road, was accidentally exploded, killing one man and wounding five of the brigade. . . .

I have the honor to be, captain, with great respect, your obedient servant,

 W. B. WOODS, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, Commanding Brigade.
 Capt. F. H. WILSON, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Div., 15th Army Corps.
No. 15.--Reports of Lieut. Col. Abraham Jr. Seay, Thirty-second Missouri Infantry, Commanding Battalion Thirty-first and Thirty-second Missouri Infantry.
HEADQUARTERS CONSOLIDATED BATTALION,
THIRTY-FIRST AND THIRTY-SECOND REGTS. MISSOURI VOLS.,
Goldsborough, N. C., March 25, 1865.
COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of operations of this battalion from the date of leaving Savannah, Ga., January 11, to our arrival at Goldsborough, N. C., March 24, 1865:

The battalion broke camp at Savannah, Ga., on the 11th of January; embarked on transports at Thunderbolt for Beaufort, S.C.; marched out the Charleston Railroad to Garden's Corners, at which place our brigade did picket and outpost duty, and had frequent light skirmishes with the enemy. On the 30th instant the whole corps moved north, via Pocotaligo and McPhersonville, to Bamberg, on the South Carolina Railroad. On the 8th, 9th, and 10th days of February the command was engaged destroying the railroad, after which we resumed our northward march; crossed the South and North Edisto Rivers, and had frequent skirmishes with the enemy's cavalry, who fell back as we advanced, until February 14, when they made a stand on the west side of Congaree Creek, near its mouth, being strongly intrenched and supported by infantry and artillery. We pressed them close, and they withdrew during the night, and again gave us a brisk fight on the 15th instant, near the bridge which crosses the Congaree River at Columbia, S.C., using their artillery with considerable effect. During the night they fell back into the town and burned the bridge. On the 16th instant pontoons were thrown across the Saluda and Broad Rivers, and on the 17th instant the First Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, entered the town, the enemy retreating in the direction of Charlotte, N.C. Here the railroad and a large quantity of Government property was destroyed, including the arsenal. On the 20th the command resumed its march, moving in a northeasterly direction and crossing the Wateree River near Liberty Hill.

We moved on Cheraw, where we arrived on the 4th day of March, 1865. On the 6th instant the command crossed the Great Pedee River on pontoons and arrived at and occupied Fayetteville, N. C., on the 12th of March. The rebel General Hardee retired and crossed Cape Fear River. Several steamers came up the Cape Fear River, and here the first communication with the North was had since our departure from Savannah, Ga. Having destroyed the arsenal, ammunition, cotton, &c., at this post, the army crossed Cape Fear River on pontoons on the 15th instant and marched in the direction of Goldsborough, N. C. On the 21st and 22d our division, the First, of the Fifteenth Army Corps, engaged the rebel General Johnston's left flank at Bentonville, N. C., driving him in hasty confusion in the direction of Raleigh, N. C. Our army now marched to and occupied Goldsborough.

Our work was done, and our great leader, General Sherman, pronounced it well done. The loss of the enemy in our front was severe; our loss was comparatively very small.

The entire loss of the battalion under my command was six men and officers wounded. Their names are as follows: Capt. William Burch, Company B, shoulder, severely; Private Patrick Kain, Company B, arm, slightly; Private J. O. R. Reaves, Company D, wrist, severely; Private Burt Clouts, Company F, knee, amputated; Private Daniel Payne, Company F, arm, slightly; Private Arthur Rawlins, Company F, arm, slightly.

Many of our men are without shoes and blankets, and but little clothing of any kind, but their health and morale were never better. They feel that under the leadership of "Old Tecumseh" one more short and vigorous campaign must end this the most wicked rebellion of modern times. We have marched over a hostile country almost impassable by reason of its numerous swamps and streams, at a season of the year when the weather is most unfavorable, subsisting on the country, and have driven before us an army mad with desperation; forced the enemy to evacuate Charleston and Wilmington, and whipped Johnston's concentrated forces on his own chosen grounds; then marched into and occupied Goldsborough, to which point the railroad from Wilmington andNew Berne will soon be in running order.

I remain, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. SEAY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Battalion.
Col. SAMUEL P. SIMPSON, 

Adjutant-General of Missouri.
No. 16.--Reports of Col. Robert F. Catterson, Ninety-seventh Indiana, Infantry, Commanding Second Brigade, of operations February 15-March 25.
HDQRS. SECOND BRIG., FIRST DIV., 15TH ARMY CORPS,
Columbia, S.C., February 19, 1865.
CAPTAIN: On the morning of the 15th of February, in compliance with orders received, I moved my brigade from bivouac at a point on the Orangeburg and Columbia road Where it crosses Sandy Run, and proceeded in the direction of Columbia. After moving about one mile the enemy was discovered on our front. Four companies of the Fortieth Illinois were deployed as skirmishers, and pushed forward, driving the enemy at a rapid pace as far as Savannah Creek, where he made a stand. Four other companies were sent forward to strengthen the skirmish line and the enemy was driven back to Congaree Creek, where another stand was made. I at once formed line of battle and moved the skirmish line to a point about 300 paces from the enemy's position. At this point the Congaree Creek makes a curve describing something less than a semicircle, running well down to the right of my position. The enemy had constructed a strong barricade of rails across the road near the bridge, and had two pieces of artillery in position on the road. I moved one regiment, the Forty-sixth Ohio, up the creek on the right of the skirmish line, until almost opposite the left of the enemy's position. Here the enemy was discovered intrenched on the opposite side of the creek, which rendered it impracticable to advance it farther, as it was exposed to an enfilading fire. I immediately reported the fact to the general commanding, and it was decided to cross above and below the enemy's position. I was ordered to construct a crossing below the bridge, which I did by felling trees across the stream, after which I asked permission to cross my brigade, but it was determined to send a reconnoitering party only. I at this moment rode forward to the skirmish line, and discovering the enemy's attention drawn to a portion of the Third Brigade, who were moving down the river from above, my skirmishers were immediately moved forward, driving the enemy from his barricade, reaching the bridge (which had been fired) in time to extinguish the flames before it was destroyed. I moved my brigade across the creek and camped about one mile beyond. The enemy evacuated a strong position on the opposite side of the creek, and fell back about two miles to a fortified position. During the day the brigade lost in killed, 5; wounded, 10.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

ROBT. F. CATTERSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.
Capt. FRED. H. WILSON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 17.--Report of Lieut. Col. George W. Wright

 One hundred and third Illinois Infantry, of operations January 27-March 24
HEADQUARTERS 103D ILLINOIS VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
Near Goldsborough, N. C., March 25, 1865.
COLONEL: In compliance with your orders I have the honor to submit the following official report of the part taken by the One hundred and third Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry in the campaign just closed: 

Marched on the 9th of February. 15th, we relieved the Fortieth Illinois on the skirmish line at 10 a.m., near Congaree Creek. Found the enemy strongly posted on the south bank of the creek. An advance across the open plain in front being deemed by our brigade commander inexpedient a flanking column was ordered to the left to strike the enemy in flank, during the execution of which a general advance of the whole line was ordered, when the enemy was driven from his position in handsome style across the creek into his main works. In a few moments he abandoned his works and they were immediately occupied by the One hundred and third Regiment. In this affair the regiment sustained a loss of six men killed and wounded . . . .

GEO. W. WRIGHT, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment.
 [Col. R. F. CATTERSON.] 

No. 18.--Report of Lieut. Col. Edward N. Upton

 Forty-sixth Ohio Infantry, of operations January 27-March 24.
HDQRS. FORTY-SIXTH OHIO VET. VOL. INFANTRY,
Goldsborough, N. C., March 25, 1865.
CAPTAIN: In accordance with instructions received from your headquarters, I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by my command in the past campaign:

Friday, January 27, we broke camp at Beaufort, S.C., and took our position in the brigade line and marched to Garden's Corners, where <ar98_262> the brigade halted until the morning of the 30th. From that date until February 14 we marched each day with the brigade, not anything worthy of note occurring.

Wednesday, February 15, after the brigade had marched two miles from where it camped the night before, skirmishing commenced, and the enemy was pushed back to his works on Congaree Creek. Here a line of battle was formed and the colonel commanding the brigade ordered me to take my command and move out to the right of the skirmish line and protect that flank. I immediately faced the regiment to the right and moved over to the left bank of the creek, then filed left, and moved up to the line, using the bank of the creek so as not to be observed by the enemy. On reaching the point designated by Colonel Catterson I halted and went into line, throwing three companies, commanded by Capt. John B. Foster, forward as skirmishers. I awaited orders until about 2 o'clock, when I discovered that the enemy was trying to fall back across the creek, when I ordered three more companies forward, under command of Capt. John B. Neil, with orders to push rapidly forward and save the road bridge that was already partially on fire. He started immediately on the double-quick for the bridge, his men firing as they went, which confused the enemy's movements so much that he did not fire his artillery until after the men had reached the bridge and a few had run on to it. He then opened his artillery, firing canister at the bridge. I now ordered the three companies under Captain Foster to move farther up the creek. After some slight firing I saw that the enemy was retiring from his line of works and immediately pushed these three companies across the creek on a foot log, and entered the enemy's works, he still being in gunshot range but retiring slowly. Only a few shots were exchanged after crossing the creek. I was now ordered to assemble the regiment on the road and take my proper place in the brigade. Soon after we formed a line of battle and moved forward (the enemy still retiring) and bivouacked for the night. After dark 100 men were sent out on picket, under command of Lieutenants Wright and Schock. At an early hour the next morning they pushed their line forward and found that the enemy had left another line of intrenchments, crossed Congaree River, and burned the bridge after him. When the regiment moved forward they joined it with their men. . . .

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 EDWARD N. UPTON, 
Lieut. Col. Forty-sixth Ohio Vet. Vol. Infty., Comdg. Regt.
No. 19.--Reports of Col. George A. Stone

 Twenty-fifth Iowa Infantry, Commanding Third Brigade, of operations

 January 10-March 26.
HDQRS. THIRD BRIG., FIRST DIV., 15TH ARMY CORPS,
Near Columbia, S.C., February 19, 1865.
CAPTAIN: I respectfully report the action taken by my command in capturing the city of Columbia:

On the evening of the 16th instant I received orders from Brevet Major-General Woods to have my command in readiness to cross Broad River in the boats of the pontoon train at a point to be designated by Colonel Tweeddale, of the First Missouri Engineers, and so soon as crossed to move at once on the city. The point of crossing designated was about half a mile above the wreck of the bridge and about two miles above the city of Columbia. We expected to have effected a crossing and to have moved on the city by daylight, but the current of the river was so strong the engineers did not succeed in getting a line across until 3 o'clock of the morning of the 17th instant. At 3.50 o'clock I sent over two loads of sharpshooters, under Captain Bowman, of my staff, with instructions to put them out as pickets or skirmishers, the center of his line to be opposite the crossing and at least seventy-five yards distant, with the flanks resting on the river. He had particular instructions to keep his men quiet and not to reply to any firing of the enemy unless satisfied they meant an attack on him. I went over with the advance of the first regiment, Thirty-first Iowa, Lieutenant-Colonel Jenkins, and made a personal reconnaissance of the ground. I found I had landed on a small island about 200 yards in length, 25 yards in width, and in the shape of a crescent. I at once put up a line of works and by this time four regiments had crossed. The enemy was now discovered to be very active, their skirmishers annoying us considerably. From a movement of troops toward his right, I was satisfied the enemy was endeavoring to re-enforce his line, and that to insure success I should at once attack without waiting for the remainder of the brigade. Accordingly I made the following disposition of my troops for the attack: The Thirty-first Iowa, Lieutenant-Colonel Jenkins commanding, was moved across the island toward the north, nearly parallel with the river, until I found his left about opposite the enemy's right. I next ordered up Major Abernethy, commanding Ninth Iowa, with his regiment, his right resting on Colonel Jenkins' left, and his (Major Abernethy's) left toward the river, with directions that when the assault was ordered he should change direction to the right on the double-quick in order to turn the enemy's right and also strike him in the rear. These dispositions being made to my satisfaction, I returned to the island and ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Roberts to assault directly in front of it, the Twenty-fifth Iowa, Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer commanding, to follow as a reserve, and sent word to Lieutenant-Colonel Nichols, commanding Fourth Iowa, to join Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer as fast as his men had crossed. Everything now in readiness, the signal was given and the assault made by all the regiments at the same time. The result proved no mistake, either in the planning or the execution. Before the enemy was hardly aware of it we were right into his skirmish line. The Thirtieth Iowa here captured thirty prisoners. I accompanied this regiment, and can by personal observation testify to the gallant manner in which they made the assault. In front of the island were a number of small bayous running parallel with the river, about twenty feet wide and some of them waist deep. Few stopped to find logs on which to cross, but plunged in, holding guns and cartridge-boxes above the water. I found Colonel Palmer's brigade of infantry, of General Stevenson's division, and apparently a regiment of cavalry, were the troops disputing the crossing. Having driven the enemy in our front, and noticing a demonstration on his right to turn my left, I ordered a halt and commenced throwing up a line of works while waiting for the advance of Brevet Brigadier-General Woods' brigade to get over. So soon as I discovered this brigade had commenced crossing, I moved for the city, easily driving the regiment of cavalry that disputed our advance.

We had arrived within about a mile of the city, when a carriage displaying a flag of truce approached containing Mr. Goodwin, mayor of Columbia, and the city aldermen, who came to offer terms of capitulation. I refused anything but an unconditional surrender, which, after few words, he consented to and unconditionally surrendered the city of Columbia. I joined the party in the carriage, accompanied by Major Anderson, of the Fourth Iowa, and Captain Pratt, of General Logan's staff, and left the brigade under the temporary charge of Lieutenant-Colonel Jenkins, Thirty-first Iowa, and preceded the column about half a mile. When near the suburbs of the city I noticed some of the advanced skirmishers, say fifteen in number, being driven back by apparently a battalion of rebel cavalry. I at once called a corporal and three men, who happened to be near me, and put the mayor and aldermen in the corporal's charge, and with Major Anderson took about forty of my flankers and advanced on the cavalry. The corporal was instructed that in case one man was killed or wounded he should at once shoot the mayor and his party. Joining the retreating skirmishers with the forty flankers we speedily dispersed the rebel cavalry, having no more trouble in gaining the city. I proceeded to the state-house with Captain Pratt and planted the first U.S. flag on that building.

During the engagement the regimental commanders did their duty well, Major Abernethy and Lieutenant-Colonel Jenkins on the left and center, and Lieutenant-Colonel Roberts on the right. Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, with the Twenty-fifth Iowa, followed by Lieutenant-Colonel Nichols, of the Fourth Iowa, supported the assault in a handsome manner. Lieutenant-Colonel Roberts and his adjutant, First Lieut. James M. Smith, deserve notice for the gallant manner in which they pushed their lines forward. Capt. A. B. Smith, of General Woods' staff, accompanied me in the assault and also deserves notice for his gallant conduct. My thanks are due all my staff officers--Captain Bell, Captain Bowman, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General Snow, and Lieutenant Crane, for doing their duty well.

I was absent from the brigade about an hour in placing the flag on the state-house, and when I rejoined my command found a great number of the men drunk. It was discovered that this was caused by hundreds of negroes who swarmed the streets on the approach of the troops and gave them all kinds of liquors from buckets, bottles, demijohns, &c. The men had slept none the night before, and but little the night before that, and many of them had no supper the night before, and none of them breakfast that morning, hence the speedy effect of the liquor. I forthwith ordered all the liquor destroyed, and saw fifteen barrels destroyed within five minutes after the order had been given.

Brevet Major-General Woods now sent me word to guard the private property of the citizens and take possession of all the public buildings. I did so immediately upon receipt of the order, distributing my five regiments throughout the city and appointing Lieutenant-Colonel Jenkins, Thirty-first Iowa, provost-marshal. A number of buildings were fired during the early part of the evening, but the fire was promptly put out before it had gained much headway. A great many drunken men were now showing themselves in the streets from, I should think, every regiment of our corps, the Seventeenth Corps, and some even from General Kilpatrick's cavalry. My command was so scattered throughout the city I found it necessary to have a stronger guard, and therefore applied through my acting assistant adjutant-general to Brevet Major-General Woods twice, once in writing, for one or two more regiments for patrolling the city, but received no re-enforcements. About 8 o'clock the city was fired in a number of places by some of our escaped prisoners and citizens (I am satisfied I can prove this), and as some of the fire originated in basements stored full of cotton it was impossible to extinguish it. The fire engines were ordered out, but the flames could not be stopped; the buildings were old, nearly all wooden ones, and the wind blowing almost a gale. At 8 p.m. I received orders that I was relieved by Brevet Brigadier-General Woods and I sent the brigade to camp about one mile out of town, but remained in the city myself, working all night to assist in extinguishing the fire.

Very respectfully, captain, your obedient servant,

GEO. A. STONE, 
Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. FRED. H. WILSON, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Division, Fifteenth Army Corps.
During this campaign this brigade has had four engagements with the enemy. First at Little Congaree Creek, near Columbia, S.C., on the 15th day of February last. The Second Brigade of this division had the advance on that day and commenced skirmishing with the enemy within two miles of the camp we had left that morning. They drove the enemy without further assistance until near Little Congaree Creek, when from the nature of the ground the enemy was enabled to make a stubborn resistance. Here my brigade was ordered up and went into position on the left of the Second Brigade, Colonel Catterson commanding. I was ordered to form in two lines of battle, two regiments front and the other regiment, the Fourth Iowa, to cover the front as skirmishers and to move forward to effect a crossing of the Little Congaree Creek if possible. Immediately in front of the Fourth Iowa was a swamp about waist deep and about 200 yards wide. The regiment did not falter at this obstacle, but gallantly plunged in, led by its commanding officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Nichols. We were now about 500 yards above the position held by the rebels on Little Congaree Creek, and a branch of the same stream intervening between us and the creek itself. It was discovered our present position flanked an outpost of the enemy on the same side of the stream we were now on, and three companies of the Fourth Iowa and four companies of the Ninth Iowa were ordered to attack this outpost. Major Anderson, Fourth Iowa, commanded the skirmishers making the attack, and Captain Bowman, Ninth Iowa, commanded the reserve. The attack was made with great vigor and was entirely successful. The enemy could not withstand the impetuosity of the skirmishers and broke after a few minutes' fighting to the opposite side of the creek. I now moved my command forward to the branch of the Little Congaree, separating us from the main creek, and with the Fourth Iowa went about three-quarters of a mile up the creek to a point beyond the enemy's right flank and in their rear. I ordered the Fourth Iowa to cross here on a log as quietly as possible, intending so soon as that regiment had crossed to support it with two other regiments and attack the enemy from the rear. Had I succeeded in this arrangement I have no doubt I should have captured the enemy's artillery and many prisoners, but the men first over discovered themselves to the enemy and he immediately commenced preparations to leave. The skirmishers drove him off before the column could get over, and this opened the crossing to Little Congaree Creek. Lieutenant-Colonel Nichols and Major Anderson, of the Fourth Iowa, and Captain Bowman, of the Ninth Iowa, deserve notice for the gallant manner in which they did their duty. 

The whole division now crossed and formed a line of battle on a plateau about a mile from the creek. I again went into position on the left. Some rebel cavalry skirmishers threatening my front, I moved on them with four companies of the Twenty-fifth Iowa, and we soon drove them back to their main line. The list of casualties has been already furnished you. My next engagement with the enemy was at the city of Columbia, captured by my command on the 17th day of February, an official account of which, with the casualties and the number of prisoners, was made to you under date of the 19th day of February. . . .

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. A. STONE, 
Colonel Twenty-fifth Iowa Vols., Commanding Brigade.
Capt. FRED. H. WILSON, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Division, Fifteenth Army Corps.
No. 21.--Reports of Maj. Gen. William B. Hazen, 

U. S. Army, Commanding Second Division, of operations January 1-March 24.
HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Poplar Springs, S.C., February 21, 1865.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of this command from the crossing of Sandy Run to the evacuation of Columbia:

February 14, the command crossed Sandy Run at 2 p.m. and marched on Columbia road three miles and a half to Thomas' Creek, within supporting distance of the First Division. Captured seven prisoners to-day. February 15, marched on old State road in rear of First Division, which engaged the enemy at Congaree Creek, where one gun of De Gress' battery participated. As soon as the First Division had effected a crossing this command followed, marching one mile, taking up a position in front of enemy's line on the right of the First Division, and with the right resting on Congaree River. This position was intrenched at night. Shortly afterward the enemy opened a battery from the opposite bank of the river, nearly enfilading our line. One officer and two men were wounded, the former mortally. Distance marched, seven miles. February 16, the skirmish line was advanced along the road, reaching the Congaree bridge, four miles, at daylight. The bridge was burned. The command moved forward at 8 a.m., the enemy firing from opposite bank and wounding two men severely. One section De Gress' battery and a regiment of sharpshooters engaged the battery on opposite bank, and succeeded in silencing it for the time. One section of the battery was brought forward and engaged in shelling the city. It being deemed impracticable to attempt a crossing at the Congaree bridge the command moved at 11 a.m. two miles up the river to the Saluda bridge, which being burned, two regiments of the First Brigade were crossed in pontoon-boats and pushed forward, driving the enemy from the opposite bank. The remainder of this brigade followed, driving the enemy rapidly across to and through the Broad River bridge, but did not succeed in saving the bridge from being fired and burned by the enemy. The command camped at this point at 5.30 p.m., having marched eight miles. Casualties, 1 officer and 2 men wounded. Captured 8 prisoners. February 17, the command marched at 3 p.m. in rear of the corps, leaving the train behind, and crossing Broad River on the pontoon bridge, marched through the city at 5.30 p.m. and took position one mile beyond on the Columbia and South Carolina Railroad, having marched five miles. February 18, the Third Brigade was sent through the city at 3 a.m. to clear the city and prevent further destruction of property. The command was employed during the day in destroying the railroad. February 19, the command finished destroying the half of the length of railroad assigned to it and the Fourth Division, being 7 ½ miles, in addition to which 3 cannon, a large amount of machinery for a rolling mill, and 6 stationary engines found on the line of road were destroyed. Captured 4 prisoners. February 20, the command marched at 8 a.m. on the Camden road.

Casualties: Officers, 2; men, 4. Number of miles marched, 23 1/2. Enemy captured, 19. Property destroyed, 7 ½ miles railroad, machinery, rolling-mills, and foundry, three 10-pounder Parrott guns.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. HAZEN, 
Major-General.
Maj. MAX WOODHULL, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Army Corps.
HDQRS. SECOND DIV., FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Goldsborough, N. C., March 28, 1865.
. . .  The command then moved on Columbia, reaching Congaree Creek and crossing it the 15th, taking up and intrenching a position two miles north of it. During the night the enemy, from across the Congaree River, threw shells into my camp, greatly to the discomfort of everybody. This they continued next morning, inflicting slight loss. The command was moved on the 16th opposite the city, and afterward to Saluda Factory, where two regiments of Col. Theodore Jones' brigade were pushed across the Saluda River in boats, under the fire of a small force of the enemy, who were driven precipitately across to the Broad River, a distance of about two miles. He here crossed the bridge and burned it. Three men were wounded today. On the 17th the command marched through Columbia, taking post about one mile south of it, where it remained on the 18th. At about 2 a.m. on the 18th one brigade, General Oliver's, was sent through the town to clear it of disorderly men, which was done under the superintendence of General Oliver himself in a very satisfactory manner. During the day the portion of the Columbia and Charleston Railroad assigned the division was destroyed, and on the 20th marched on Camden, but turned to the left in the direction of Peay's Ferry, which was reached the 22d, and on the 23d moved through Liberty Hill, and on the 24th moved to the Marengo Mills, passing the suburbs of Camden, one regiment only passing through that town.  Some skirmishing to-day; one rebel killed and several captured. On the 25th and 26th the command moved to Kelly's Bridge, over Lynch's Creek, but the rains had raised the water so as to make the fiats impassable. We remained here for the water to subside till the 28th, when we commenced the construction of a trestle bridge, which consisted of over ninety trestles, and was completed in twenty hours, when the command moved over and out to Black Creek, which was reached March 2.

During the month of February the division marched 253 miles. It had 22 men killed and wounded; killed and captured 90 of the enemy.

On the 3d [instant] the march toward Cheraw was resumed, reaching that place on the 4th, and on the 5th crossed the Great Pedee, and remained in camp on the 6th at Harrington's plantation. On the 7th, 8th, and 9th the command moved forward toward Fayetteville, crossing Lumber River on the last-named day, and encamped at Bethel Church. It rained severely after the arrival of the troops and previous to the arrival of many of the trains. The entire day, the 10th, was occupied in corduroying roads, and on the 11th the command moved twenty miles, camping at Little Rockfish Creek. On the 12th marched to Fayetteville, where we remained till the 14th, when we moved across Cape Fear River, camping one mile east of that stream. From this point all refugees, some 104 white and 465 black, were sent to Wilmington. On the 15th the march was resumed in the direction of Golds-borough, which was continued at slow stages till midnight of the 19th, when I received orders to turn back to the assistance of General Slocum, and reported to him with the division near Bentonville at daylight, having marched since sunset twenty miles. At 12 m. the 20th the division was moved to the rear of the Fourteenth Corps, and two regiments were deployed, and connecting with the First Division of the Fifteenth Corps on the right and the Fourteenth Corps on the left, engaged the enemy in their lines, when they were re-enforced by the remainder of the First Brigade, and remained in position till the 21st, when the Second Brigade was posted on their left and the whole line intrenched. Brisk picket skirmishing was kept up till night, when the enemy retreated. Our casualties were 3 officers and men killed and 26 wounded. On the 22d the division moved to Grantham's house, and on the 23d and 24th to Goldsborough, where it was placed in position on the left of the corps, about two miles east of the town.  The whole number of miles marched on the campaign are 461 1/2; men and officers lost, killed, 17; wounded, 52; lost by capture, 45; total, 114. Enemy captured, 159; number killed and wounded, not known. . . .

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. HAZEN, 
Major-General.
Maj. MAX WOODHULL, 

Assistant Adjutant-General

-----------------------
No. 22.--Report of Col. Theodore Jones, 

Thirtieth Ohio Infantry, Commanding First Brigade, of operations

 January 16-March 24.
February 13, the brigade moved at 9 a.m. on Columbia and Orange-burg roads, marching fifteen miles and going into camp. February 14, moved at 7 a.m., passing Sandy Run Post-Office, and camped near Sandy Run Creek; distance, fourteen miles. February 15, broke camp at 7 a.m., crossed Congaree Creek and went into position four miles from Columbia, the brigade occupying the center of the division, and threw up temporary works; distance marched, seven miles. During the night the brigade was subjected to the fire of three or four guns that the enemy had planted on the opposite side of the Congaree River, from which two men were wounded. February 16, the enemy having evacuated his position during the night the brigade was moved up to a position opposite the city of Columbia, and from thence to a bridge over the Saluda River near the factory. The Thirtieth Ohio and Fifty-fifth Illinois were crossed in pontoon-boats, and drove the enemy over the crest of the first ridge, where they remained, covering the working party until the bridge was completed. The rest of the brigade then crossed over the bridge. The command "forward" was then given to the skirmishers, who advanced, driving the enemy with great rapidity across Broad River, the enemy burning the bridge. The brigade then went into camp; distance marched, eight miles. February 17, the brigade moved at 2 p.m., crossed Broad River, marching through Columbia, and encamped on Columbia Branch of South Carolina Railroad; distance marched, four miles. February 18 and 19, were engaged in destroying Columbia Branch of South Carolina Railroad. 

THEO. JONES, 
Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. G. LOFLAND, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Div., Fifteenth Army Corps.
No. 23.--Reports of Col. Wells S. Jones

 Fifty-third Ohio Infantry, Commanding Second Brigade, of operations 

January 14-March 24.
HDQRS. SECOND BRIG., SECOND DIV., 15TH ARMY CORPS,
Near Goldsborough, N. C., March 30, 1865.
CAPTAIN: In obedience to orders received from headquarters Second Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, I have the honor to make the following report of the operations of this brigade in the late campaign from Savannah, Ga., to Goldsborough, N. C.:

On 15th, the advance of our corps, the First Division, having become engaged with the enemy at Congaree Creek, we were ordered forward to support them, and when the enemy was driven from his position we crossed the creek and formed line on the right of the division, where we lay all night under the enfilading fire of one of the enemy's batteries, which was on the east side of the Congaree River. 16th, the enemy having retired from our front, after deploying one regiment---the Fifty-third Ohio---along the west bank of the river as sharpshooters to silence the rebel battery, the remainder of the brigade marched past Columbia, crossed the Saluda River at the Saluda Factory, and bivouacked near Broad River. 17th, the brigade crossed Broad River and marched into Columbia. 18th and 19th, destroyed three miles of the Columbia and Charleston Railroad, and on the 20th marched again in a northerly direction, crossed the Wateree River on the 22d at Peay's Ferry, and bivouacked near Sprue's [Singleton's?] Creek. 23d, marched through Liberty Hill in the direction of Camden: and on the 26th we crossed Lynch's Creek, the men having to wade.

Remained at Lynch's Creek constructing a bridge to cross our transportation until March 1, when we marched by the way of Kelly's CrossRoads and New Market to Cheraw, where we arrived on the evening of the 4th. On the 5th we crossed the Great Pedee River and marched in the direction of Fayetteville, N. C., where we arrived on the 12th, after having crossed Lumber River and the worst swamps we had seen on the campaign. We remained in camp at Fayetteville until the afternoon of the 15th, when we crossed Cape Fear River and bivouacked. 16th, marched in the direction of Goldsborough, after crossing South River and some of the worst swamps in North Carolina.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. S. JONES, 
Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. GORDON LOFLAND, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Div., Fifteenth Army Corps.
HDQRS. SECOND BRIG., SECOND DIV., I5TH ARMY CORPS,
OFFICE ACTING ASSISTANT INSPECTOR-GENERAL,
Lynch's Creek, S. C., February 28, 1865.
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following record of events of the Second Brigade, Second Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, from the 15th to the 28th of February, 1865:

February 16, marched 8 a.m. on the Columbia road. The enemy evacuated their position in our front and fell back to Columbia on the north side of the Congaree River, destroying the bridge in front of the city. Second Division being in the advance, they reached the bridge in front of the city 10 a.m. Moved up the river to Saluda Mills and crossed Saluda River 4 p.m., and encamped between Saluda and Broad Rivers at 4 p.m.; marched seven miles. February 17, moved 2 p.m. for Columbia and entered the city 5 p.m., and camped on the east side of the city 6 p.m.; marched four miles. February 18, destroyed the South Carolina Railroad from the Two-Mile Post one mile east, then marched out to the Eight-Mile Post and destroyed one mile more; camped at the Seven. Mile Post; marched nine miles. February 19, destroyed one mile more of the railroad and returned to Columbia, where the command arrived 2 p.m.; marched seven miles. February 20, marched 8 a.m. on the Camden road; camped 5 p.m.; marched seventeen miles. Traveled over a high sandy ridge road today. February 21, marched 7 a.m. on the Camden road, but left the Camden road to our right and took the Peay's Ferry road. Camped 8 p.m. on Dutchman's Creek, having marched twenty-one miles. February 22, marched 6.30 a.m. on Peay's Ferry road; crossed the Wateree River 3 p, m. at Peay's Ferry; moved out three miles from the river and camped on Singleton's Creek 5 p.m.; marched eight miles. February 23, marched 12 m. to Liberty Hill, where the Second Division turned to the right, taking the Camden road. Crossed Beaver Creek and camped 5 p.m-five miles from Flat Rock Post-Office; marched ten miles. February 24, broke camp 9 a.m.; moved in rear of the Fourth Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, on the Camden road; camped five miles north of Camden 10 p.m.; marched twenty miles; rained all day; roads very muddy. February 25, marched 9 a.m. on the Camden and Cheraw road; roads good, being high and sandy; camped at Shady Grove Church 2 p.m.; marched eight miles. February 26, marched 7.30 a.m. on the Cheraw and Camden road; crossed Lynch's Creek at Kelly's Bridge; water high and the entire bottom overflowed; water so deep the wagons could not cross; camped 3 p.m. near the creek; marched eight miles. February 27, remained in camp all day near Lynch's Creek, the water being so high the transportation could not cross and still rising. February 28, in camp near Lynch's Creek; water falling some; command mustered for pay to-day.

Since the 15th the command has marched 119 miles.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

THOS. O. PEIRCE, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Inspector-General.
Capt. C. A. EARNEST, 

Actg. Asst. Insp. Gen., Second Div., Fifteenth Army Corps.
No. 29.--Report of Brig. Gen. John M. Oliver

U. S. Army, Commanding Third Brigade, of operations 

January 30-March 24.
HDQRS. THIRD BRIG., SECOND DIV., 15TH ARMY CORPS,
Near Goldsborough, N. C., March 30, 1865.
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following memoranda of marches of this brigade on the late campaign from Savannah, Ga., to Goldsborough, N. C.:

February 14, moved at 7 a.m.; marched to within eleven miles of Columbia; distance, seventeen miles. February 15, marched at 8 a.m.; crossed Congaree Creek at 5 p.m. and went into camp on right of First Division; distance, six miles; enemy shelled our line in rear from the bluff across Congaree River. February 16, moved at 9 a.m. and halted opposite the city of Columbia; the Ninety-ninth Indiana and Fifteenth Michigan were sent to hold the crossing at Saluda Creek, and, after a short skirmish with the enemy, we succeeded in crossing about dark and encamped on the banks of Broad River; distance, seven miles. February 17, left camp at 3 p.m.; crossed Broad River and marched through Columbia, which was formally surrendered that morning by the mayor, the main force of the enemy having evacuated the city the night previous. February 18, at 4 a.m. the Third Brigade was called out to suppress riot; did so, killing 2 men, wounding 30, and arresting 370; Fifteenth Michigan and Ninety-ninth Indiana destroyed one mile of Columbia and Charleston Railroad; sent the Seventieth Ohio, Forty-eighth and Ninetieth Illinois to destroy one mile from Eight to Nine-Mile Post on same road. February 20, left Columbia at 8 a.m.; marched easterly on road to Traveler's Rest., leaving that place to our right we turned to the north toward Liberty Hill; went into camp at 5 p.m.; distance, twenty miles. February 21, broke camp at 7 a.m. and marched twenty-two miles; encamped at 8 p.m. February 22, left camp 6.30 a.m.; arrived at Wateree River, at Peay's Ferry; crossed brigade in pontoon-boats; went into camp across Singleton's Creek, two miles from the river; distance, eight miles. February 24, <ar98_311> marched twenty miles; went into camp 10 p.m., one mile from Camden. February 25, broke camp at 8 a.m. and marched to Pine Tree Church, on Camden and Society Hill road; went into camp 12 m.; distance, eight miles. February 26, left camp at 9 a.m. and marched to and waded Lynch's Creek at Kelly's Bridge; water very high and rising; Second and Third Brigades crossed and went into camp 5 p.m.; no wagons got over; distance, ten miles. February 28, commenced to build bridge; made good progress; stopped work at dark.

March 1, moved at 3 p.m.; arrived at Kellytown and went into camp 5.30 p.m.; distance, six miles. M

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN M. OLIVER, 
Brigadier-General.
Capt. G. LOFLAND, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Div., Fifteenth Army Corps

No. 30.--Report of Bvt. Maj. Gen. John E. Smith

 U. S. Army, Commanding Third Division, of operations

 January 19-March 24.
HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Goldsborough, N. C., March 26, 1865.
MAJOR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by my command during the recent campaign from Savannah, Ga., to this place:

February 15, broke camp at 7 a.m. and marched to Bates' Ferry, on the Congaree River, where, in compliance with orders, a demonstration to cross was made. We discovered upon the opposite side a picket guard of from twenty-five to thirty men. Our skirmishers opened fire upon them, which they returned, seemingly disposed to contest the ground. In the meantime I ordered one section of Battery B, First Michigan Artillery, in position, and made such disposition of my command as would create the impression that I had a much larger force. A few well directed shells dispersed the enemy's pickets, and they did not again make their appearance. The crossing at this point was practicable, had it been desirable. At dark, in compliance with instructions, I withdrew my command, leaving one regiment on picket, with instructions to keep fires burning for a distance of one mile and a half along the river, thereby giving the appearance of a large camp. The command encamped near Tom's Creek. Distance marched, six miles. February 16, broke camp at 7 a.m. The supply trains of the divisions were massed. The command during a portion of the day were near Congaree Creek awaiting orders. In the p.m. moved up, crossing the Saluda River, near Saluda Factory, on pontoons at 11.30 p.m. and encamped at 1.30 a.m. on the 17th on Columbia road near Broad River bridge. Distance marched, five miles. February 17, remained in camp until 3 p.m. and then following the Second and Fourth Divisions crossed Broad River on pontoons, and marched through Columbia to camp one mile east of the city. Observing that soldiers were obtaining liquor freely, I gave orders that no one should leave camp, and remained with my command. February 18, command in camp. A detail of 500 men each, from the First and Second Brigades, properly officered for fatigue duty, together with the pioneer corps and fifty wagons, reported to Captain Buel, chief ordnance officer, to destroy public works, machinery, ordnance, ordnance stores, and ammunition, of which there were large quantities. February 19, the work of demolishing stores of all kinds continued. 

During the day an explosion took place near the river, where a detail of the Sixty-third Illinois Volunteer Infantry were unloading ammunition and throwing it into the river, caused by the reckless habits our soldiers get into by their familiarity with danger. By this explosion Capt. W. M. Davis, Jesse Johnson, and James Kilpatrick, of Company F, Sixty-third Illinois Volunteer Infantry; and Coleman P. Wright, of the Tenth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, were instantly killed. Twenty-one men of the Sixty-third Illinois were severely burnt and wounded. (Sergeant Dalbey is dead.) One wagon and six mules were burned up and a number of animals more or less injured. I am unable to report the amount of machinery, ordnance, ordnance stores, and ammunition destroyed by the detail from my command, but some idea may be formed from the fact that it occupied 1,200 men (including pioneer corps) and 50 wagons from 1 p.m. on the 18th until 6 p.m. on the 19th. February 20, broke camp at 7 a.m. and marched out on Camden road twenty-two miles, encamping at 4 p.m. near Rice Creek; weather clear and roads good. February 21, broke camp at 12 m. and marched seventeen miles, encamping at Harrison's Cross-Roads at 11 p.m., rear guard arriving at camp at 12.30 a.m. 22d. February 22, broke camp at 7 a.m. and marched to Peay's Ferry, on the Wateree River, arriving at noon. At this point all surplus animals were turned over to Col. G. L. Fort, chief quartermaster. Command commenced crossing on pontoons at dark and encamped near the river between the hours of 8.30 and 11.30 p.m.; distance marched, eleven miles. February 23, broke camp at 6.30 a.m. and marched eighteen miles, encamping at 3.30 p.m. on J. R. Dye's plantation, near Flat Rock; weather cloudy; country very broken; roads good. . . .

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. E. SMITH, 
Brevet Major-General.
Maj. MAX WOODHULL, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen.,Fifteenth Army Corps.
No. 32.--Reports of Bvt. Maj. Gen. John M. Corse

U. S. Army, Commanding Fourth Division, of operations

 January 28-March 24.
HDQRS. FOURTH DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, on Dutchman's Creek, S.C., February 21, 1865.
MAJOR: In compliance with instructions received during the night of the 20th instant, I have the honor to make the following as a special report of the operations of my command, from Sandy Run, the 15th instant, to the evacuation of Columbia by our forces, the 20th instant:

Pursuant to orders from the major-general commanding I moved my command from a point on the Orangeburg and Columbia road, four miles distant from Sandy Run, in rear of the Second Division of this corps, breaking camp at 8 a.m., and placed it in position on the Congaree Creek at 6 p.m., having marched six miles. At 10.30 a.m. on the 16th instant I moved my command, in accordance with orders received from corps headquarters, from its position on the Congaree Creek to a position vacated by Major-General Hazen, directly in front of the city of Columbia, where, throwing Battery H, First Missouri Light Artillery, into position, succeeded in silencing and driving from its position a rebel battery which was directing its fire against the right of my infantry, then in the act of forming, and the trains of the corps. I remained in this position without further demonstration on the part of the enemy until 4 p.m., when in compliance with orders from the major-general commanding corps I moved across the Saluda River, following the First Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, and bivouacked between the Saluda and Broad Rivers at 11 p.m. On the 17th instant I moved in rear of the First Division, across Broad River, passed through Columbia, going into camp on the southeast side of the town, near the junction of the Charlotte and Charleston railroads. On the 18th instant, the command being directed to move down the Charleston railroad and destroy as much of that road as practicable, in conjunction with the Second Division, I moved at daylight and destroyed between the Three and Six Mile Posts, and between the Nine and Twelve Mile Posts, all the iron, ties, switches, and tanks, and then returned toward the city. On arriving to within four miles of Columbia I received orders to finish the destruction of the railroad to the Fifteen-Mile Post; consequently went into bivouac at the point I received the orders, and on the morning of the 19th instant returned  to the Twelve. Mile Post and burned all of the road to the Fifteen-Mile Post; also sent a party to Cedar Creek, and destroyed the railroad bridge over that stream.

The total amount of destruction in those two days may be summed up as follows: 600 bales of cotton, 32 stacks of fodder, 1 saw-mill, 8 barracks, nine miles of railroad, 200 U-rails at Hopkins' Turnout, 2 tanks, 1 depot, 17 box-cars, 5 platform-cars, 2 railroad bridges, and 9 culverts, and captured about 65 head of mules, 8 horses, 2,000 pounds of meal and flour, and a large quantity of salt meat, cattle, sheep, &c.

On the 20th instant the command, in compliance with orders from corps headquarters, moved, via Hopkins' plantation, Traveler's Rest, and Muddy Springs, to camp on Cane Creek, where we joined the corps after an arduous march of twenty-one miles.

The following (or inclosed) is a list of the prisoners and deserters from the Confederate army picked up during the march.(*)
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. M. CORSE, 
Brevet Major-General.
Maj. MAX WOODHULL, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Army Corps.
-----
HDQRS. FOURTH DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Goldsborough, N. C., March 30, 1865.
COLONEL: In compliance with instructions I have the honor to submit the following report of the movements and operations of my command during the campaign just closed, beginning on the 28th of January and ending on the 24th of March, 1865:

At 6 a.m. on the 13th instant, the enemy having been expelled from the river, I crossed the Edisto and moved forward, bearing well to the left; crossed Little Beaver Creek and from thence to Sandy Run Post-Office, striking at this latter point the Orangeburg and Columbia road, which I pursued to the left a distance of four miles, and placed my command in bivouac at 10.30 a.m. on the 14th. The entire corps concentrated at this point. At 8 a.m. on the 15th I moved out on the road above referred to in the direction of Columbia, following in rear of the Second Division of this corps to Congaree Creek, and from thence, on the 16th, to a position in front, in open view, and nearly in musket range of the city of Columbia. It was here, and while throwing my troops into position, that Battery H, First Missouri Light Artillery, of this division, silenced a rebel battery which was directing its fire against the right of my infantry and trains of the corps, which were passing in easy range. The firing of Callahan's battery was well executed and rapid, and no doubt saved our trains from being stampeded by the enemy's fire. During the night of this day, pursuant to orders from corps headquarters, I withdrew my command from its position and crossed the Saluda River to Dutch Fork, and from thence, at 8 a.m. on the 17th, crossed Broad River (leaving my trains under a sufficient guard) and moved through the city of Columbia to a position nearly east thereof and in close proximity to the junction of the Charlotte and Charleston railroads. During the 18th and 19th of February my command was engaged in the destruction of the Charleston railroad, nine miles of which was rendered completely useless, and a number of cars, a depot, bridges, tanks, &c., burned, a tabular list of which you will find appended.

On the 20th, pursuant to orders from the major-general commanding corps, I moved my command, via Hopkins' plantation, Traveler's Rest, and Muddy Springs, joining the corps near Cane Creek, after an arduous march of twenty miles. At this point I was joined by my trains which were left at Dutch Fork on the 17th of February. Breaking camp at 5.30 a.m. the 21st, I moved past Round Top, across Twenty-five Mile Creek to the Camden road, at a point three miles from Ridgeway; thence to the right, along the Camden road to its intersection with the <ar98_339> Rocky Mount road, down which I moved to Dutchman's Creek, having marched a distance of twenty-one miles. Crossing this creek on the 22d instant, I continued my march, via Poplar Springs and the intersection of the Carlyle Court-House and Winnsborough and Rocky Mount roads, to Peay's Ferry, on the Wateree River. Crossing this river on pontoons on the 23d, I moved in rear of the Second Division to Liberty Hill; thence to the right on the Camden road, to White Oak Creek. Continuing my march from this point, I moved in advance of the Second Division in the direction of Camden, crossing Saunders' Creek, at which point I detached a small force under the command of Colonel Adams, with instructions to move through Camden, driving out any force of the enemy he might encounter, and destroying all Government property, stores, and cotton in the city, after which to join me during the night either en route or in bivouac. With the remainder of my division I pursued a road to the left, and passing within two miles of Camden struck the Cheraw and Camden road, upon which I moved my command to the left, crossing Big Pine Tree Creek and going into bivouac on its right bank. Here I was joined by the detachment sent through Camden, the commanding officer of which had carried out my instructions with a celerity and promptness highly commendable, having driven the enemy's cavalry from the place, capturing a number of prisoners, and releasing a number of our own men picked up by the enemy; also destroying Government buildings, subsistence stores, mills, &c., a condensed statement of which you will also find appended to this report. . . .

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. M. CORSE, 
Brevet Major-General.
Lieut. Col. MAX WOODHULL, 

A. G., Fifteenth Army Corps.
_____________________

No. 47.--Report of Maj. Gen. Frank P. Blair, jr., 

U.S. Army, Commanding Seventeenth Army Corps, of operations 

January 2-March 24.
HEADQUARTERS SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Goldsborough, N. C., April 1, 1865.
I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of the Seventeenth Army Corps during the recent campaign from Savannah, Ga., to Goldsborough, N. C.:

On the 2d of January, in accordance with Special Orders, No. 7, headquarters Army and Department of the Tennessee, preparations were made for moving this corps to Beaufort, S.C., via Thunderbolt, and thence by army transports and navy vessels to Beaufort, S.C. A wharf or dock was built at Thunderbolt to facilitate the embarkation of the troops and train. The First Division, Major-General Mower commanding, commenced embarking on the morning of the 3d of January, followed by the Third and Fourth Divisions. The transportation of the troops was completed on the 7th of January, but, in consequence of the very limited capacity of the steamers assigned, the transportation of the wagons, horses, &c., was very slow, and it was not until the morning of the 12th of January that the last of our transportation was disembarked. On the 13th of January the command moved out via Port Royal Ferry toward Pocotaligo. A boat expedition, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Kirby, was successful in securing the crossing at the ferry and covering the laying of a pontoon bridge 600 feet in length, which was completed before daylight, at which time the command again moved forward, the Third Division in advance, followed by the Fourth and First Divisions. The enemy, consisting of one regiment of cavalry and three pieces of artillery, was first encountered at a small stream about five miles from the ferry, in a strongly intrenched position. One brigade of the Third Division was immediately detached and turned their position, when they fell back rapidly on the direct road to Pocotaligo. One brigade of the Third Division, under the personal direction of General Leggett, was then detached to move on a road about three miles to the right, for the purpose of turning them out of another strongly intrenched position on Stony Creek, which movement was a perfect success, and caused the enemy to fall back to his main works at Pocotaligo, from which they opened a heavy fire of artillery and musketry. The skirmishers moved forward through an <ar98_375> almost impassable swamp or flooded rice-field to within musket-range of his works. About this time it became so dark that further movements were impossible.

Early on the following morning (January 15) it was discovered that the enemy had evacuated their works at this point, and also in front of General Hatch's command, about five miles below. The command was encamped and positions intrenched on all roads leading north-northeast and northwest from this station. On the 16th an expedition was sent to open communication with the Fifteenth Army Corps, which was supposed to be en route for this point via Union Causeway and New River bridge, but in consequence of the enemy's cavalry being in too great force they were compelled to return without effecting the object. On the morning of the 20th the First Division, Major-General Mower commanding, started upon an expedition to Salkehatchie bridge for the purpose of surprising, and, if possible, capturing a portion of the force, consisting of about 3,000 infantry and cavalry and one battery of artillery, stationed at that point. From information derived from negroes and deserters we were led to believe that the river was ford-able at a point about three miles above the bridge, but upon the arrival of the command at that point they discovered that in consequence of the late heavy rains there was from twelve to fifteen feet of water in the river. Not being provided with boats it was found to be impracticable to effect a crossing without attracting the attention of the enemy, so the expedition returned the same night. From the 20th to the 30th of January nothing of any particular interest occurred, with the exception of an unimportant demonstration made against Salkehatchie bridge on the 23d by the First Division. On the 30th the command moved out and encamped on the river road about six miles from Pocotaligo. On the following morning General Force, with two regiments from his division, made a demonstration at the river just above the railroad bridge.

February 1, the command moved forward in the direction of Rivers' Bridge, Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry in the advance, skirmishing heavily with the rebel cavalry. We moved forward rapidly to Whippy Swamp, which we found very badly obstructed by fallen timber, and bridges (five in number) destroyed, with about 200 yards of water at each end of causeway. The main body of rebel cavalry fell back in the direction of Whippy Swamp Post-Office, followed by the Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry, supported by the Third Division. One company of rebel cavalry was posted behind a barricade on opposite side of Whippy Swamp, covering the causeway. They were quickly dislodged, and before 8 p.m. the road was entirely cleared of obstructions and bridges rebuilt. The First Division and a large portion of the train was moved over during the night. In consequence of the exceedingly bad condition of the roads, and the rapidity with which the advance moved, we found it impossible to bring up the rear (Fourth) division, which went into camp about five miles back. At daylight the following morning the Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry, followed by the Third Division, moved up the west side of Whippy Swamp, with instructions to proceed to Angley's Post. Office, and thence to Rivers' Bridge. The balance of the command, First and Fourth Divisions, moved on up the river road, skirmishing heavily, but steadily driving the rebel cavalry up to Broxton's Bridge, where one regiment was left to engage the attention of the enemy across the Salkehatchie River. At this point the Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry again rejoined us, and taking the advance drove the enemy three miles, making one splendid charge, in which Lieutenant-Colonel Kirby, of my staff, was wounded. After this, the enemy drove very stubbornly and slowly; so much so that one regiment of infantry was deployed and the cavalry sent to operate upon their flanks. The enemy were then driven rapidly to a cross-road, one road leading to Buford's and the other to Rivers' Bridge. The cavalry, supported by two regiments of First Division, were left on the Buford road with instructions to drive the enemy one mile and to remain there until relieved. The balance of the First Division moved rapidly on Rivers' Bridge, driving the enemy so rapidly that they had no time to burn the bridges, sixteen in number, over the causeway leading to the other side of the Salkehatchie River. The enemy immediately opened with two pieces of artillery, which swept the causeway and rendered any advance in that direction impossible.

While Colonel Swayne, commanding Forty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry, was moving in with his regiment to take position on the right of the road a piece of shell struck him on the leg, rendering amputation necessary, which deprived me of the services of a very brave and valuable officer.

After carefully reconnoitering the enemy's position we found his works too strong to assault them in front. A very strong skirmish line was pushed forward to the river, and the balance of the troops of the First Division withdrawn from the swamp and encamped on dry ground. The Fourth Division, Brevet Major-General Smith commanding, was encamped on the river road at a point midway between Broxton's and Rivers' Bridges, with instructions to make a reconnaissance through the swamp to determine the practicability of crossing troops. He complied with instructions, and reported favorably. The Third Division, Brigadier-General Force commanding, having arrived, via Angley's Post. Office, was encamped at the cross-roads, nearly in rear of the First Division, in order that he might render them any support or assistance required. The detached regiments on the Buford road were relieved and ordered to rejoin the division. The Salkehatchie River at this point is a dense swamp one mile and a half in width, where the river spreads out into thirty-five small streams varying from two to six feet in depth. The approach to the main bridge, about seventy feet in length, was along a narrow causeway, commanded almost its entire length by the enemy's batteries. The main or largest stream ran very near the east side of the swamp, immediately beyond which the bank rises abruptly to the high table-land beyond. Upon this bank the enemy had built a very strong line of earth-works, with two strong redoubts and batteries commanding the main approaches. There were sixteen bridges, exclusive of the main bridge, varying from thirty to fifty feet in length on that portion of the causeway exposed to the enemy's fire. Major-General Mower, commanding First Division, having been ordered to effect a crossing at Rivers' Bridge, commenced work at daylight, cutting roads through the almost impassable swamp, and collecting lumber, &c., to repair the bridges. Brevet Major-General Smith, commanding Fourth Division, was ordered to move forward through the swamp at a point about midway between the two bridges and effect a lodgment upon the opposite bank, and if possible move on the forces opposing General Mower. Colonel Tillson's brigade, of First Division, had been for some time attempting to force a crossing above and below the bridge. About 12 m. Colonel Tillson reported that he had crossed two companies above. He was immediately ordered to push across with the balance of his command. The Tenth Illinois having reported that they could cross below the bridge, they were <ar98_377> ordered forward. General Fuller's and Colonel Montgomery's brigades were also ordered to follow Colonel Tillson across the river above. Major Park, commanding Forty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry, was instructed to move his command forward, one company at a time, at a double-quick "by file" off to the right and left of the road, and move up to the bridge and if possible cross the river, using the planks taken with him to repair the bridge. The movement on the right by the Tenth Illinois was temporarily checked by the enemy. The center was repulsed, but the crossing on the left was a complete success, and caused the enemy to withdraw in great confusion with a loss of forty prisoners.

During this engagement General Smith, commanding Fourth Division, moved through the swamp at a point about midway between the two bridges, and after a severe skirmish succeeded in effecting a lodgment upon the opposite bank. About the time he was forming his command to advance the rebels advanced a strong skirmish line. Having a good defensible position, and knowing nothing about the force of the enemy stationed at that point, he formed for an attack. As soon, however, as his skirmish line advanced the enemy withdrew. It was then quite dark and too late to advance, so they bivouacked there for the night. As soon as General Mower could repair the bridges he moved his entire command across the river and intrenched a strong line to cover the crossing. During the above-indicated engagements 'the forces stationed at Broxton's Bridge kept up a heavy demonstration, and reported the movement of a heavy force of rebel infantry to our right, in consequence of which one brigade of Third Division was sent to re-enforce the troops stationed at that point.

On the following morning (February 4) the Fourth Division moved up the east side of the river and formed on the right of the First Division. The Third Division remained in its former position. A train of thirty wagons and some ambulances was sent back to Pocotaligo with our sick and wounded, under escort of the Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry. On the 6th of February the entire command moved without opposition to Cowpen Ford, on Little Salkehatchie River, where we had a light skirmish with the enemy and rebuilt seven bridges, varying in length from thirty to fifty feet, and crossed the Third Division. At daylight on the following morning the command moved forward through a drenching rain and over almost impassable roads toward Midway Station, on South Carolina Railroad. We rebuilt three bridges at Lemon's Swamp, and succeeded in getting the Fourth Division and one brigade of the First Division into position covering the station. A company of the Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry was sent on a reconnaissance to Cannon's Bridge. They found the rebels on this side of the river, drove them across, and compelled them to burn the bridge in their rear. February 8, heavy details from the First and Fourth Divisions were engaged in destroying the railroad track from a point one mile and a half west of the station up to and including the railroad bridge across the Edisto River--eight miles of track, exclusive of railroad bridge. TheNinth Illinois Mounted Infantry made a successful reconnaissance to Walker's Bridge, compelling the enemy to burn it.

The command moved forward at daylight on the following morning in the direction of Binnaker's Bridge, on South Fork of Edisto River, where we arrived about 1 p.m. We found the bridge destroyed and enemy occupying a strongly intrenched position on the opposite side of the river and swamp, with artillery commanding the crossing. The advantages of position were decidedly in our favor--a high and bluff bank <ar98_378> upon this and low flat swamp upon the opposite side of the river, beyond which the enemy was intrenched. We quickly laid a pontoon bridge about 500 yards below the old crossing, and out of sight and range of their artillery, over which General Mower passed his division, deployed and moved forward through the swamp, attacked the enemy and completely routed him with a loss of one caisson and several prisoners, our loss in this engagement being only 3 killed and 7 wounded. The Third and Fourth Divisions had gone into camp covering the rear. During the engagement the Third Division was moved up to the river, but before it became necessary to cross the enemy had been defeated. A pontoon bridge was immediately laid at the old crossing, the causeway repaired, &c., and the balance of General Mower's command, including his artillery, moved over during the night. The crossing of this river was second only in importance and the difficulties to be overcome to the crossing of the Salkehatchie. The night was exceedingly cold. The men and officers had to wade for near a mile through a dense swamp in water varying from two to four feet in depth, and remain all night without blankets or shelter of any description. The enemy's force stationed at this point consisted of about 1,000 infantry, one section of artillery, and a light force of cavalry, all belonging to General Stevenson's division, Lee's corps, Hood's army.

The Third Division moved over at daylight on the following morning, and went into position on the right of the First Division. On the following morning the command moved forward at 7 a.m. The Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry, having returned from Pocotaligo, took the advance. We first struck the enemy at a barricade about two miles south of the North Fork of the Edisto River and about three miles and a half from Orangeburg. They were quickly routed by our mounted infantry and pushed back to the river, where the enemy opened heavily with artillery. The cavalry was relieved by the Third Division and sent to the bridge about ten miles below, on the road to Rowe's Station, where they encountered the rebel cavalry on this side, forced them across, and burned the bridge. The skirmishers of the Third Division succeeded in working their way through the swamp to the river-bank. The large bridge had not been destroyed and our skirmishers covered it so completely that no one dare approach it in daylight; but after night they succeeded in burning it partially. General Force, having discovered a point on the river about one mile and a half below the bridge not covered by the enemy, was ordered to withdraw his command, which was relieved by the Fourth Division, and effect a crossing at that point. At daylight one section of the pontoon bridge was sent to General Force, who crossed the river, passed through a small swamp, and flanked the rebels and compelled them to evacuate in haste. General Smith, Fourth Division, immediately repaired the bridge and moved across, and, in connection with the Third Division, moved upon the town. Some of the rebel cavalry before leaving fired one of the public buildings, which communicating to others destroyed about one-half of the village. The Third Division destroyed two miles of the railroad track south of the town.

The command moved out at 7 o'clock on the morning of the 13th along the Orangeburg Branch Railroad, destroying the track thorough]y up to the State road, twelve miles, and thence we moved along the State road to a point fifteen miles and a half from Orangeburg. The Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry moved along a road east of and parallel to the railroad to Saint Matthew's Post-Office. On the following morning the First Division and one brigade of the Fourth Division <ar98_379> moved along the State road to within one mile and a half of Sandy Run Post-Office. The Third Division moved along the railroad with instructions to destroy it up to the Congaree River. The Ninth Illinois, supported by one brigade of the Fourth Division, was sent to destroy the railroad bridge across the river. They met about 300 rebel cavalry on this side, drove them for several miles and across the river, compelling them to burn the bridge in their rear. On the following morning the command moved forward along the State road, in rear of the Fifteenth Army Corps, to Bates' Ferry road. The enemy, occupying a strong position on the Congaree Creek, had checked the Fifteenth Army Corps, which moved in on the road at Sandy Run Post-Office. We then moved by the settlement and plantation roads to Harnell's Branch, eight miles and a half from Columbia. One brigade of the Third Division was sent forward to secure the crossing over Congaree Creek at Taylor's Bridge. They were compelled to wade through several hundred yards of water before reaching the bridge, which they found destroyed. They crossed the stream, drove in the rebel pickets, and intrenched a position covering the crossing. During the night the bridge was rebuilt and a footing for infantry constructed, opening a route to flank the force in front of the Fifteenth Army Corps. On the following morning we moved forward at daylight, taking the most direct roads to Columbia, and meeting with no opposition we soon ascertained that the rebel army had during the night fallen back across the Congaree River, burning the bridge in their rear to prevent pursuit. We moved up to a point opposite the city and encamped, sending a strong skirmish line to the river in our immediate front. The enemy's sharpshooters kept up an exceedingly annoying fire from the opposite bank of the river, which compelled us to open upon them and the city with artillery. General Butler's cavalry division retreated across the Saluda River, burning the bridge, about 300 feet in length, after them. A pontoon bridge was laid across the Saluda River immediately below the old crossing, and the Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry, supported by Second Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, drove the rebel cavalry across Broad River and made an unsuccessful effort to save the bridge. The enemy fired the bridge and opened upon them with artillery from the opposite bank.

On the following morning, February 17, the Fifteenth Army Corps having the right of way, we did not commence moving until 9.30 o'clock. While the Fifteenth Army Corps was laying a pontoon bridge across Broad River, about three miles above the city, Brig. Gen. W. W. Belknap, commanding Third Brigade, Fourth Division, crossed over the Thirteenth Iowa, Lieut. Col. J.C. Kennedy commanding, in a small flatboat that he had fitted up for the purpose, and, driving the rear guard from the city, entered and planted the Stars and Stripes upon both the old and new capitols. Our advance division (First) arrived in Columbia just after dark, and, passing through, encamped about one mile and a half north of the city. The Third and Fourth Divisions were placed in position on the left of the First. February 18, the Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry and one brigade from First Division were assigned to provost-guard duty. The balance of the command moved out and encamped on the Charlotte and South Carolina Railroad, six miles from the city. Heavy details from each division were engaged in destroying the railroad from Columbia northwesterly nine miles. On the following morning the railroad was thoroughly destroyed up to a point fifteen miles from the city. On the 20th the command moved without opposition to Dako Station, seventeen miles north of the city. <ar98_380> Details were engaged in destroying the railroad up to this point, and on the following morning one brigade from each division was detached to move along and thoroughly destroy the railroad. The balance of the command moved, via Sandy Level Meeting-House, to a point where we again struck the railroad, five miles south of Winnsborough, at which place the detached brigades rejoined their divisions, having thoroughly destroyed the railroad up to this point. Early on the following morning heavy details were at work destroying the railroad up to Winnsborough, through which place the command moved and encamped at Poplar Springs.

On the 23d the command moved forward, and very soon struck the rear of the Fifteenth Army Corps at the pontoon bridge near Peay's Ferry, on the Wateree River. The rear of the Fifteenth Army Corps crossed the river at 3 p.m., followed by my command, the advance division (Fourth) of which arrived at Liberty Hill about dark. The First Division encamped at a creek about two miles and a half east of the river, and the Third Division was unable to get everything over before morning. The command moved at 7 a.m. on the following morning, via Russell Place and Patterson's Cross-Roads, to a point three miles east of the latter place, where the Fourth Division encamped. The First Division got up to Patterson's Cross-Roads and the Third to Russell Place. February 25, we moved at 7 a.m., via Quinlan's and Copeland's, and from there on the most direct road to Hough's Bridge, on Little Lynch's Creek. The advance division (Fourth) crossed and encamped about two miles east of the creek, the First Division on west side of creek, and Third Division at Copeland's. While the Fourth Division was crossing the water rose very rapidly, rendering it impossible to cross the First Division before daylight. During the night the First Michigan Engineers built a bridge about 250 yards in length across the creek.

February 26, in consequence of the heavy and constant rains for the past forty-eight hours the roads were in a very bad condition. The First Division was ordered to take the advance, but being unable to cross Lynch's Creek in time the Fourth Division moved forward, taking the most direct road to Young's Bridge, where we learned that two brigades of rebel cavalry had just passed, leaving the bridge, 270 feet in length, undestroyed. Here, however, we found the road [and] bottom lands adjoining overflowed for a considerable distance on each side, the water being from two to six feet in depth for a distance of about 200 yards on west and 1,500 yards on east side. One regiment of Fourth Division waded along the road and through the swamp to the high ground beyond, where they intrenched a strong position for the purpose of covering the crossing. The First Michigan Engineer Regiment was ordered to build a foot bridge along the side of the road and through the swamp, and heavy details were made to assist them in procuring lumber, &c. They worked all night and completed the foot bridge, about one mile in length, about daylight, over which the troops of the First Division passed. From information derived from citizens we were induced to believe that the water would fall so rapidly before morning that we would have no difficulty in crossing our trains along the road. The water fell about eighteen inches during the night, but not sufficient to allow the trains to pass, in consequence of which we were compelled to construct a wagon road through the overflowed fields and swamp about one mile and a half in length. About 2,500 men were engaged upon the work, and completed 850 feet of bridging and 7,000 feet of corduroyed road on stringers before 5 p.m., over which the entire command moved that night and the following morning, when we again moved forward in the direction of Cheraw. When within thirteen miles of the city we received an order from Major-General Howard to proceed no farther than McDonald's Cross-Roads, but having already passed that point we selected a strong defensible position and intrenched our entire camp.

On the following day we remained in position awaiting the arrival of the balance of the army. One brigade, under the personal command of Major-General Mower, was sent on a reconnaissance in the direction of Cheraw. They encountered the enemy in strong force at the crossing of the Chesterfield and Society Hill road, developed their position, and withdrew. About 10 o'clock on the following morning we received an order direct from General Sherman, who was with the Left Wing, to move upon Cheraw. The command was ordered to move at 12 m. At 11 a.m. we received an order from General Howard not to move from our present position until the Fifteenth Army Corps could get up within supporting distance; in consequence of which order we concluded not to move until morning, and in the meantime notified General Howard of the order from General Sherman. The command moved forward about daylight to the cross-roads, where we deployed an infantry skirmish line and moved rapidly forward in the direction of Cheraw. Supposing the enemy to be in force and occupying a strong position on Thompson's Creek, the Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry was sent to ascertain the practicability of crossing Thompson's Creek north of Bear Creek. They reported all bridges burned and crossing impracticable. They were then ordered to report to Colonel Williams, of the Twelfth Indiana Regiment, Fifteenth Army Corps, who had been placed in command of an expedition, consisting of all the mounted men of the Right Wing, to be sent to Florence, S.C. The enemy was first met in light force at an admirably selected position on the west side of Thompson's Creek, where they had built a strong and extensive line of earthworks. Our skirmishers quickly drove them from this position and across Thompson's Creek, saving the bridge, which they had already fired. In consequence of the abandonment of this strong line we were convinced that the main body of the army was retreating. We skirmished heavily, and drove them rapidly through Cheraw, using artillery upon them with effect, to and across the Pedee River, but were unable to save the bridge, it having been previously prepared for burning by covering it with resin, turpentine, &c., and was already in flames when our advance reached it. Our captures at this point consisted of 25 pieces of field artillery, 16 limbers complete, 16 caissons complete, 5,000 rounds of artillery ammunition, 20,000 rounds of infantry ammunition, 2,000 stand small.arms, 1,000 sabers, and a large amount of material for the manufacture of fixed ammunition. Also an immense amount of tools belonging to the ordnance and machine shops; 1 locomotive, 12 to 15 cars, and thousands of bales of cotton, nearly all of which was destroyed before leaving the town.

On the following day the First Missouri Engineers laid a pontoon bridge over the Pedee River immediately below the old crossing, which, being finished at 3 p.m., Major-General Mower's (First) division commenced crossing. He encountered the rebel cavalry with artillery but a short distance out; in consequence of which the Third Division was ordered to follow him as soon as practicable. This order was afterward changed, and one division of Fifteenth Army Corps ordered to follow the First Division, Seventeenth Army Corps; after which our entire command moved across the river and encamped about three <ar98_382> miles east of the bridge. Some slight skirmishing with the rebel cavalry took place while going into position. On the 6th the entire command moved forward to Bennettsville and encamped in the immediate vicinity of the town. On the following morning the command moved out on the Fayetteville road, and in compliance with orders made a short march and encamped between Beaver Dam and Panther Creeks. The Ninth Illinois was sent forward to secure and hold the bridge at Gum Swamp, or Little Pedee River. On the following morning the command moved out at an early hour, Ninth Illinois in advance, to secure the Lumber River bridge. We succeeded in crossing the river and reaching Gilopolis with the advance (Third) division. The river rose so rapidly that we found it impossible to cross troops during the night and without considerable additional bridging. At an early hour on the following morning the Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry was sent to Lumberton, on Lumber River, where they burned the railroad and wagon bridges and 6 cars, and destroyed about one mile of the railroad track. The balance of the command moved out at 8 a.m., the Fourth Division on upper and First and Third Divisions on lower Fayetteville roads. We encamped with the Third and Fourth Divisions on the east side of Raft Swamp and Creek, and First Division on west side. The bridge at Raft Swamp had been partially destroyed by the enemy, but was easily repaired. . . .

Respectfully,

FRANK P. BLAIR, JR., 
Major-General, Commanding Seventeenth Army Corps.
Capt. A. M. VAN DYKE, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Army and Department of the Tennessee.
----------------------------

No. 48.--Reports of Maj. Gen. Joseph A. Mower

U. S. Army, commanding First Division, of operations 

February 1-March 21
HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Goldsborough, N. C., March 29, 1865.
CAPTAIN: In compliance with Special Orders, No. 75, dated headquarters Seventeenth Army Corps, Goldsborough, N. C., March 24, 1865, I have the honor to make the following report of the operations of my command during the recent campaign. I will here state that full reports of operations have already been made and forwarded up to the date of our arrival at Midway, February 8, where three miles of railroad were destroyed. The affair at Binnaker's Bridge, on the South Edisto, has already been reported.

The command entered Columbia, S.C., February 17, and the 18th, 19th, and 22d were employed in destroying the Columbia and Charlotte Railroad. On the 3d of March left camp near Juniper Creek and moved on Cheraw. The First Brigade, Brigadier-General Fuller commanding, being in advance, commenced skirmishing with a small force of the enemy when within five miles of Cheraw; they retired rapidly before us, crossing the bridge over the Pedee and burning it in their rear. Twenty-five pieces of artillery of different caliber were found in this place, together with quite a number of small-arms and a large amount of ammunition. On the morning of the 21st of March my command was ordered into position on the right of the line near Bentonville. Learning that a road leading from the right of the line crossed Mill Creek by a ford, I pushed my command down that road for the purpose of closing in on the enemy's flank. I left five companies of the First Brigade to guard the ford, then formed in line of battle, and throwing out skirmishers moved forward, keeping my line parallel, or as nearly so as possible, with the road crossing the creek. In moving forward the brigade on the right (Brigadier-General Fuller's) encountered a very bad swamp, and I found it necessary to halt the Third Brigade some three quarters of an hour to allow the First Brigade to pass the swamp. At this time our skirmishers advancing met those of the enemy; they being thus aware of our approach opened a fire of artillery upon us. As soon as General Fuller had again formed on the right I move(l forward, driving the enemy from a line of skirmish pits which they had occupied, and capturing a caisson belonging to the battery which had been firing upon us and which they were unable to get away owing to two of the horses having been shot. After gaining the crest of the hill I ordered a halt. At this moment I received a report from Colonel Tillson, commanding Third Brigade, that his skirmishers did not connect on the left. Being convinced that I had obliqued to the right in moving through the swamp I immediately gave the command to move by the left flank, and proceeded myself to the left to see to the execution of the order. While this was being done our skirmishers on the front and left were driven in. The enemy advanced in two lines of infantry obliquely on our front and left. I immediately sent for a regiment from General Fuller on the right, not being aware that he was attacked at the same moment, the heavy firing where I was preventing my hearing the firing on the right. Finding that the enemy were about enveloping my left flank I directed the Tenth Illinois to move obliquely to the left and rear, and occupy the reverse side of the skirmish pits, which had been held by the enemy. The attack on the right having been repulsed I directed General Fuller to move by the left flank, pass in rear of the Third Brigade, and form on its left. In this manner I connected with the right of our main line. Having accomplished this I halted, formed in two lines, and distributed ammunition, and was preparing again to move forward upon the enemy, when I received an order to remain in the position in which I then was and intrench.

Colonel Tillson, Tenth Illinois Volunteers, commanding Third Brigade, behaved with great coolness and gallantry throughout the affair. I have to regret that he lost so many men captured from his skirmish line, but I am confident it was through no fault of his, but was owing to the difficult nature of the ground over which we passed that his skirmishers became disconnected from those of the First Brigade, thus giving room for the enemy's cavalry to dash between them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOS. A. MOWER, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding Division.
Capt. C. CADLE, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Seventeenth Army Corps.
No. 54.--Reports of Brig. Gen. Manning F. Force

 U.S. Army, commanding Third Division, of operations

 January 14 and January 30-March 24.
HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Goldsborough, N. C., March 28, 1865.
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that this division left Pocotaligo Station with the corps on the 30th of January. On that evening and the next demonstrations were made of attempts to cross the river, which succeeded in drawing re-enforcements of the enemy to a point several miles lower down the Salkehatchie River than the camp of the Seventeenth Corps.

On the morning of the 2d of February the division left the corps near the junction of Whippy Swamp, moved nineteen miles upon a separate road, and forced the crossing at Barker's Mill the same day. The rebel cavalry being in my rear as well as front I encamped a brigade on each side of the bridge, and when ordered to join the corps next day at Rivers' Bridge I left a regiment which held the bridge at Barker's Mill until the arrival of the Fifteenth Corps. A more extended report was made at the time.(*) The crossing of the Salkehatchie being forced by the First and Fourth Divisions, on the morning of the 6th of February this division moved in advance, the men carrying ten days' rations. The mounted men of the Twentieth Illinois, together with the mounted infantry at corps headquarters, forced the crossing of the Little Salkehatchie, wading through half a mile of swamp and driving a detachment of 600 of Wheeler's command from the farther side. The bridge was rebuilt and the division crossed that night. Midnight of the 9th the division crossed to the support, if needed, of the First Division, which had forced the crossing of the South Edisto. On the 11th I broke camp at 7 a.m., and at noon was with the division well closed up on the North Edisto, a march of fourteen miles, having pushed the rebels back so rapidly the last three miles as to save the numerous bridges over the different currents of the Edisto, and killing, wounding, and capturing a part of the rebel force. Skirmishing across the river was kept up through the afternoon and night. Careful examination, by wading the swamps for several miles up and down stream, disclosed a favorable place for crossing below, to which a road was constructed in the night. Next morning the pontoon bridge was laid and the troops crossed so quietly, that the rebel pickets had no suspicion till they saw the advance emerging from the swamp. Orangeburg was evacuated so promptly that the skirmish line only had any firing at the enemy. A more detailed report was made at the time.(+) The division did its full share in the destruction of the railroad in the advance toward Columbia. On the night of the 15th the Second Brigade drove the rebel guard from Taylor's Bridge over Congaree Creek and rebuilt the bridge. In consequence of this, turning the left flank of the force disputing the crossing of the Congaree Creek in front of the Fifteenth Corps, this force fell back before daylight and withdrew into Columbia. A more detailed report was made at the time.(++) The division did its full share in the <ar98_409> destruction of the railroad from Columbia to Winnsborough. At the crossing of the Wateree on pontoons, the division, being the rear of the corps, began to cross just before midnight of the 24th. The breaking of the bridge produced such delay that it was 9 o'clock next morning before the rear regiment crossed in rear of the pontoon trains. The other divisions had gained such an advance the previous day that this division, retarded by the care of the pontoon trains, by continual rains and wretched roads, made worse by the travel of the other divisions, remained in the rear four days. As much as four miles of corduroy were laid in a day, an entire brigade aiding the pioneers. The crossing of Lynch's Creek so delayed the corps that the division overtook it there on the 27th of February and took its place in the column next day. After passing through the rich country about Cheraw and Bennettsville in fine weather, the rains returned as we struck the swamps about the head of the Little Pedee, occasioning severe toil and night marches to get the trains along. Many bridges had to be constructed. Over Rockfish Creek, a deep and rapid stream, one was built of fifty feet span clear, and so solid that the trains left it firm and unshaken. Leaving Fayetteville the division was all night crossing the Cape Fear River on pontoons. For the three following nights, until we reached Beaman's Cross-Roads, the division was upon the road all night, repairing roads and helping wagons along, the rear coming into camp by broad daylight.

On the morning of the 20th the head of the corps left camp, near Mount Olive, at 3 a.m. to go to the aid of the Left Wing, but the road was so blocked by the Fifteenth Corps and the two advanced divisions that it was 8 o'clock before the division was stretched out in the road. By 4.30 p.m. the division had marched twenty miles. It then took position on the right of the line of the army near Bentonville and intrenched. Next day the line was advanced to the ravine, which was crowned on the farther side by the rebel works. The skirmish line was forced across the swamp which fills the bottom of the ravine so close up that the reserves were within 119 paces of the main rebel works. Before daylight the enemy evacuated the works and we entered.

Easy marching thence to Goldsborough closed up the campaign. The swampy soil and the quantity of rain on this march required toil in carrying the trains along, exceeding anything which the division had ever known before. The ordinary marching often, and the attack upon an intrenched position always, required officers and men to wade, sometimes hip-deep. The loss of sleep was exhausting. Having drawn no clothing at Beaufort or Savannah, except sewed shoes, the men were clad in rags and nearly 700, being 18 per cent. of the whole, were entirely barefooted. The command subsisted almost wholly on foraged subsistence. In thirty days three days' rations of hard bread were issued. At times the men were reduced to living on parched corn; at times they feasted upon abundance. The health was unusually good, and the men were never in more exuberant spirits.

The destruction of the railroad was complete, the rails being twisted. The casualties were slight: 4 enlisted men were killed, 1 officer and 21 enlisted men wounded, and 12 enlisted men missing, the names of whom were given at the time of loss.

Appended is an abstract of work accomplished by the command during the campaign.

Capt. J. C. Douglass, the experienced assistant adjutant-general of the division, made the labor of my temporary command comparatively <ar98_410> light. Captain Munson, Seventy-eighth Ohio, this division inspector, was of important service in accompanying the mounted Twentieth Illinois in their continual reconnaissances and scouts. Col. C. Fairchild, Sixteenth Wisconsin, commanding First Brigade, and Col. G. F. Wiles, commanding Second Brigade, had their commands at all times thoroughly in hand and displayed marked ability and zeal. The Twentieth Illinois, under command of Capt. Henry King, small remnant of a gallant regiment, serving as a mounted escort company, continually employed skirmishing at the front or scouting on the flank, performed valuable service wholly out of proportion to their numbers. The entire command, officers and men, entered with such zeal into every undertaking, and bore with such cheerfulness every hardship, that I almost seemed a spectator of a machine that worked itself.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. F. FORCE, 
Brigadier-General. Commanding Division.
Capt. C. CADLE, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant-General.
Abstract of work accomplished.
SUBSISTENCE OBTAINED.
Sweet potatoes 
pounds

60,000

Corn meal 
do 

100, 000

Cured meat 
do 

200, 000

Molasses 
gallons

150

Sugar 

barrels

8

Salt 

do

15

Coffee 

do

1

Corn 

bushels

7, 000

SUBSISTENCE EXPENDED.
Issued to stock:



Salt 

barrels
10

Corn 

bushels
7, 000

Issued to refugees and indigent citizens:



Corn meal 
pounds
5, 000

Cured meat 
do 
1,000

The rest of the above was issued to the troops.



Captured:



Horses 
....
350

Mules 
....
230

Killed:



Horses 
....
150

Mules 
....
130

Issued and turned over:



Horses 
....
170

Mules 
....
100

Captured: Wagons and other vehicles 
....
100

Turned over and destroyed: Wagons and other vehicles 
....
100

Captured at Fayetteville: Steam-boats 
....
1

Destroyed:



Cotton 




bales
500

Resin 




barrels
500

Railroad 



miles
20

Culverts and small trestles 
....
12

Trestle railroad bridge (of ten bents) 
1

Saw-mills 
....


6

Prepared lumber
feet


60,000

Constructed:



Corduroy road for wagons 
....
25 miles; 1,553 yards

Bridges 
....
303

Side road for troops 
....

122 miles, 627 yards

Infantry intrenchments 
....

1 mile, 520 yards

Batteries (1 for 2 guns, 1 for 3 guns) 
2

Cleared: Obstructed road and swamps 
yards
650

Ordnance destroyed by Third Division was destroyed by detail in conjunction with other divisions.



Expended:



Ammunition, infantry, .58 caliber 
....
102, 000

Ammunition, 12-pounder shell

5

Wagons, six-mule 
....

3

Command marched 432 miles, crossed Whippy Swamp, Big and Little Salkehatchie, South and North Forks Edisto, Saluda, Broad, Wateree, Great Pedee, South River, Cape Fear and Neuse Rivers, and countless swamps.

 M. F. FORCE, 
Brigadier-General.
No. 55.--Report of Bvt. Maj. Gen. Giles A. Smith

U. S. Army, Commanding Fourth Division, of operations 

January 6-March 24.
HDQRS. FOURTH DIVISION, SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Goldsborough, N. C., March 25, 1865.
I have the honor to report the following operations of the troops under my command during the campaign through South and North Carolina just closed by the occupation of Goldsborough:

On Friday, January 6, my division embarked on transports at Thunderbolt Landing, six miles below Savannah, and arrived at Beaufort the next day. January 13, by order of Maj. Gen. F. P. Blair, it moved with the Seventeenth Army Corps toward Pocotaligo, crossed the river at Port Royal Ferry, next day advanced to Garden's Corners, where the enemy were intrenched. After skirmishing for some time they were driven back and followed closely to Pocotaligo, where we arrived about dark and went into position, and at daylight next morning found the enemy's works were evacuated. Remained at this point getting supplies and awaiting the arrival of the remainder of the army until January 29, when we moved in a northwesterly direction.

On Thursday, the 2d of February, the Seventeenth Army Corps arrived at Rivers' Bridge across the Salkehatchie River. The First Division in the advance skirmished heavily with the enemy all day, driving them across the river; they were strongly intrenched on the opposite side, and also at Broxton's Bridge, five miles below. The river was bordered on each side by a wide and almost impenetrable swamp, crossed by a long causeway and a succession of bridges, the former of which, being burned, rendered the crossing in front of the enemy impossible. In accordance with orders received from Maj. Gen. F. P. Blair, at 2 p.m. on Friday, February 3, I proceeded with my division to cross the Salkehatchie River and Swamp between Broxton's and Rivers Bridges. Two regiments of my command, the Fifty-third Indiana and Thirteenth Iowa, were, by General Blair's order, left at Broxton's Bridge to keep up an appearance of crossing at that point. The apparently impassable swamp had been reconnoitered by fifty men from the Thirty-second Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under command <ar98_412> of Captains Sinclair and Johnson, sent out by Brig. Gen. B. F. Potts, commanding First Brigade, early in the morning. A point was found where the river by spreading out into several channels, making a swamp about one mile and a half wide, could be forded, the water being from three to four feet deep. The head of the division entered this swamp at 2 o'clock, and reached the opposite side about 3.30, but owing to the difficulties to be surmounted in its passage the command was not all over until about 5 o'clock. The enemy's skirmishers had been driven back and a line of battle formed in an open field beyond. Brisk skirmishing from the direction of Broxton's Bridge was then opened on the right of my line and kept up with more or less spirit until dark. This, with the lateness of the hour, prevented my moving to Rivers' Bridge to co-operate with General Mower, as directed by General Blair. The movement compelled the evacuation of Broxton's Bridge, and General Mower had in the meantime effected a crossing above Rivers' Bridge and driven the enemy from that point. Early next morning, by General Blair's order, the division marched up to that place, taking up and intrenching a position on the right of General Mower. On the 6th instant we moved to the Little Salkehatchie, and on Tuesday, February 7, advanced to Midway, cutting the South Carolina Railroad at that point. The enemy were very active in burning bridges and blockading the roads along our entire route, skirmishing at every creek, swamp, or river. Thursday, February 9, crossed the South Fork of the Edisto, and on the 11th reached the North Fork. The enemy were again intrenched on the opposite side and the bridge burned. Next morning the Third Division effected a crossing a few miles below, when the enemy fell back. I pushed over my skirmishers through the swamps up to the waist, and advanced them into Orange-burg, the Third Division arriving immediately after. I caused the bridge to be repaired, and crossed my command during the afternoon. Monday, February 13, marched fourteen miles, destroying the Columbia Branch Railroad as we advanced. By General Blair's order I detached Brig. Gen. B. F. Potts' brigade to the Congaree River to destroy the railroad bridge. The Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry were dispatched by General Blair on the same errand. The enemy were driven across the bridge, which they burned to evade pursuit.

Before noon of Thursday, February 16, moved up to the Congaree River, opposite Columbia, the enemy having crossed the night previous, burning all the bridges behind them. The next morning, February 17, while the remainder of the army were laying pontoons across Saluda and Broad Rivers, three miles above town, Brig. Gen. W. W. Belknap, commanding Third Brigade, crossed over the Thirteenth Iowa, Lieut. Col. J. C. Kennedy, in a small flat-boat that he had fitted up for the purpose, and driving the rear-guard of the enemy from the town, entered and planted their colors upon both the old and new capitols in advance of all other troops; a portion of the Thirty-second Illinois, Capt. J. J. Rider, was also crossed. Remained near Columbia, destroying railroads, until the 20th, when the march was continued to Winnsborough and the railroad destroyed to that place; then turned in an easterly direction toward Cheraw, where the corps arrived on Friday, March 3. The advance division, General Mower's, drove the enemy out of their works at Thompson's Creek and across Great Pedee, they again burning the bridge behind them. As soon as pontoons were laid we crossed the Great Pedee, and continued our march, the roads being very muddy on account of the heavy rains; crossed Beaver Dam Creek, Gum Swamp, <ar98_413> and Little Pedee River into North Carolina, thence toward Fayetteville, crossing Lumber River, Raft Swamp, the Great and Little Rockfish Creek, nearly all the bridges being destroyed.

On Saturday, March 11, after building the bridge and crossing Little Rockfish Creek, Lieut. Col. J. J. Hibbets, Thirty-second Ohio Infantry, with 200 mounted men, being detachments belonging to nearly all the the regiments in the division, including Lieut. A. J. Gillespie's mounted detachment, was ordered forward to Fayetteville, seven miles distant. After skirmishing and driving the enemy three miles, they, aided by the escort of General Howard, who were also ordered forward, cleared the town of General Wheeler's cavalry, driving them across the Cape Fear River. They were within 200 yards of the bridge when it was fired by the enemy, but it was so prepared for burning by covering it with resin that it was impossible to save it. By this time I had reached the city building with the head of my column, the authorities having just surrendered the town to Lieutenant-Colonel Strong, of General Howard's staff. I was ordered by General Howard to send a regiment to aid in saving the bridge, but it arrived too late to effect that object. General Slocum's troops having now entered the town from the west, I was ordered to move my command to a good position outside of town and go into camp. On Monday, March 13, crossed Cape Fear River on pontoon bridges and South River on the 16th. The heavy rains overflowed the swamps and the muddy condition of the roads considerably retarded our movements. The whole command was frequently required to build roads for the movement of the trains. Monday, the 20th, we moved to Bentonville, eighteen miles to our left, and took up a position on the right of the Fifteenth Corps, confronting the combined armies of Generals Johnston, Beauregard, Hardee, and Hampton. The next day considerable fighting took place, some of the enemy's works being carried, and they were so closely pressed at all points that they evacuated during the night.

This successful movement closed the campaign. Orders were received to move to Goldsborough, where we arrived on the 24th of March and where we are now encamped.

My division left Pocotaligo, S.C., on the 29th day of January with eighteen days' rations of bread and ten days' of fresh and salt meat. The campaign lasted fifty-five days; sufficient bread for one day was procured at Fayetteville. On arriving at Goldsborough I had more meat than I started with and three days' bread on hand, having gathered sufficient stores from the country to subsist my troops for thirty-nine days. A large number of horses and mules were also captured.

The following tabular statement from the report of Lieut. D. H. Budlong, engineer officer of the division, will show the amount of labor done by the engineer department:

Redoubts 

5

Rifle-pits 
yards
3, 505

Bridges

do
439

Pontoon boats
....
1

Railroad destroyed 
miles
20

Corduroy road built 
yards (a)
53, 865

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GILES A. SMITH, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding.
Capt. C. CADLE, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant-General.
No. 58.--Report of Brig. Gen. William W. Belknap

 U. S. Army, commanding Third Brigade, 

of operations January 6-March 24.
HDQRS. THIRD BRIG., FOURTH DIV., 17TH ARMY CORPS,
Goldsborough, N. C., March 25, 1865.
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to make the following brief report relative to the movement of this brigade on the late campaign:

On February 16 [17] a detachment of the Thirteenth Iowa Infantry, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Kennedy, accompanied by Lieuts. William H. Goodrell and H. C. McArthur, of the Fifteenth Iowa, of my staff, crossed the Congaree River to Columbia, while a portion of the enemy were in the city, marched through town and planted, in advance of all others, the colors of that regiment on both the old and new capitol buildings. Colonel Kennedy and his men deserve great credit for the successful accomplishment of this movement.

On March 20, near Bentonville, N.C., the brigade went into position, and on the 21st, a new line being established, the skirmish line was ordered to advance, which it did, driving rebel skirmishers from their pits, and actually charging a heavy line of battle of the enemy, only retiring when opposed by an overwhelming force. Our loss on the skirmish line was twenty-five. Few fields show more traces of severe fighting than the ground occupied by this gallant line.

My thanks are especially due Lieut. W. H. Goodrell, brigade picket officer, for the manner in which he handled his men on that day.

On the campaign, the following amount of railroad has been destroyed: February 8, 3 ½ miles of South Carolina Railroad, between Midway and the Edisto River; February 13, 2 miles of Columbia Branch South Carolina Railroad, near Orangeburg; February 18, 1 ½ miles Charlotte Railroad, between Columbia and Winnsborough; February 19, 1 mile Char-1otte Railroad; February 20, 1 mile same road; February 22, 2 miles same road. Total, 11 miles.

The duties of the campaign have been performed and the trials of the march endured cheerfully by both officers and men, for which they all have my thanks.

A list of casualties on the campaign is inclosed herewith.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. W. BELKNAP, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Third Brigade.
Capt. ADDISON WARE, Jr., 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Fourth Division, 17th Army Corps.
ADDENDA.
HDQRS. FOURTH DIVISION, SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Columbia, S.C., February 17, 1865.
Brig. Gen. W. W. BELKNAP, 
Commanding Third Brigade:
SIR: Allow me to congratulate you and, through you, Lieut. Col. J. C. Kennedy, Thirteenth Iowa Veteran Volunteers, and the men under his command, for first entering the city of Columbia on the morning of Friday, February 17, and being the first to plant his colors on the capitol of South Carolina. While the army was laying pontoon bridges across the Saluda and Broad Rivers, three miles above the city, Lieutenant-Colonel Kennedy, under your direction, fitted up an old worn-out flat-boat capable of carrying about twenty men, and, accompanied by Lieuts. H. C. McArthur and William H. Goodrell, of your staff, crossed the river in front of the city and boldly advanced through its streets, sending back the boat, with another procured on the opposite shore, for more troops; and on their arrival, with seventy-five men in all, drove a portion of Wheeler's cavalry from the town, and at 11.30 a.m. planted his two stand of colors-one upon the old and the other upon the new capitol. The swift current of the Congaree River and its rocky channel rendered his crossing both difficult and dangerous, and the presence of the enemy, but in what force unknown, rendered the undertaking still more hazardous. Lieutenant-Colonel Kennedy and his regiment are entitled to great credit for its successful accomplishment.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GILES A. SMITH, 
Brevet Major-General.
No. 60.--Report of Maj. Gen. Henry W. Slocum

 U.S. Army, Commanding Left Wing /Army of Georgia 

of operations December 21, 1864-March 23, 1865.
HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI,
In the Field, Goldsborough, N. C., April 9, 1865.
HEADQUARTERS LEFT WING, ARMY OF GEORGIA,
Goldsborough, N. C., March 30, 1865.
MAJOR: I have the honor of submitting the following report of the operations of the Left Wing of the army from our arrival at Savannah to the present date:

The Second Division of the Twentieth Corps entered Savannah on the morning of December 21, and was encamped in the city doing garrison duty from that date until January 19, when it was relieved by Grover's division of the Nineteenth Corps; General Geary, the division commander, performing the duties of military governor of the city. The duties devolving upon General Geary and his command, during our occupancy of Savannah, were important and of a delicate nature, and were discharged in a most creditable manner. Private property was protected and good order preserved throughout the city. General Geary discharged his duties to the entire satisfaction of the military and civil authorities, and won the confidence and esteem of all who had business connections with him. The Fourteenth Corps and the First and Third Divisions of the Twentieth Corps were encamped north of the city. On the last of December a pontoon bridge was constructed, under charge of Colonel Buell, across the Savannah River, and on the 1st day of January Ward's division moved over to the Carolina side, encamping about six miles from the river, on the Union Causeway.

On the 17th of January Jackson's division crossed the river and, together with Ward's, moved forward to Hardeeville. It was intended the Twentieth Corps should march to Robertsville as soon as the Right Win g commenced the march from Pocotaligo, while the Fourteenth Corps, moving up on the Georgia side of the river, should cross at Sister's Ferry and effect a junction with the Twentieth near Robertsville. An extraordinary freshet occurred before Geary's division could be moved over, which swept away a large portion of the Union Causeway from Savannah to Hardeeville and overflowed all the lowlands bordering the river. It soon became impossible to communicate with the troops on the Carolina side except by boats. On the 19th Jackson's division moved to Purysburg, from which point both his division and that of General Ward drew their supplies. On the 20th of January the Fourteenth Corps commenced its march for Sister's Ferry, but its progress was slow and difficult. It was followed by Geary's division of the Twentieth Corps and Corse's of the Fifteenth, which had also been prevented by the high water from crossing at Savannah. On the 29th of January the Fourteenth Corps, Geary's division of the Twentieth Corps, Corse's division of the Fifteenth Corps, and Kilpatrick's cavalry were encamped at Sister's Ferry, on the Georgia side of the Savannah River. On the same day the First and Third Divisions of the Twentieth Corps moved to Robertsville, three miles from Sister's Ferry, on the Carolina side of the river. On the morning of the 29th I crossed to the Carolina side and endeavored to open communication with General Williams, commanding the Twentieth Corps, who had accompanied the First and Third Divisions of his corps, but did not succeed in doing so until the following day. Nearly all the country bordering the river was overflowed by water from one to ten feet in depth. After landing on the side on which Williams' troops were encamped I was obliged to use a row-boat in opening communication with him, yet I had not only to open communication with him but to place at the point he occupied at least 20,000 troops, with an immense train of wagons, numbering at least 1,000. A pontoon bridge was constructed on the 29th, and five days were spent in removing obstructions placed in the road by the enemy, and in building bridges, trestle-work, and corduroy. In addition to the obstacles presented by the flood and fallen timber (most of which was under water) we found torpedoes buried in the road, many of which exploded, killing and wounding several soldiers.

On the evening of February 3 the road was finished so that we could pass from the bridge to the high ground three miles distant, and Kilpatrick's cavalry at once commenced crossing. The troops and trains were kept moving constantly during the night, as well as the day, but the condition of the road was such that the rear of the command was not on the Carolina side until the evening of February 5. Geary's and Corse's divisions followed the cavalry with orders to load their wagons at the depots, which had been established above the ferry, and proceed at once to join their respective corps. Williams had been ordered on the 2d of February to proceed with the two divisions of his command from Robertsville to Graham's Station on the South Carolina Railroad and report in person to General Sherman. He moved by way of Lawtonville and Duck Branch Post-Office, reaching Graham's Station at 12, noon, on the 7th instant. He met with some opposition from the enemy, particularly near Lawtonville, where barricades had been constructed and the roads blockaded. He soon forced the enemy to retire. His loss was fourteen killed and wounded. I accompanied General Geary on his march from Savannah River to Blackville, at which point he rejoined his corps. General Davis, commanding the Fourteenth Corps, was directed, as soon as his wagons were loaded, to move by way of Barnwell to a point on the South Carolina Railroad near Williston Station. He was delayed on account of a deficiency of subsistence stores, being compelled to send to Savannah for a quantity and keep one division awaiting the return of the boat. His entire command reached the South Carolina Railroad at the point ordered on the 12th of February. The railroad was thoroughly and effectually destroyed from Johnson's Station to Williston by the Fourteenth Corps, and from Williston to Graham's Station by the Twentieth Corps. On the 11th of February Geary's and Jackson's divisions crossed the South Edisto at Duncan's Bridge, and encamped on the north side. Ward rebuilt Guignard's Bridge, crossed at that point and rejoined the corps on the north side. On the 12th the Twentieth Corps reached the North Edisto. The enemy had destroyed the bridge and taken position on the north side with two pieces of artillery. He was soon driven away with a loss to us of 3 killed and 10 wounded. The bridge was rebuilt during the night by the First Michigan Engineers, Colonel Yates commanding, and on the following morning the march was resumed toward Lexington.

The Fourteenth Corps crossed the South Edisto on the 13th of February, at Guignard's Bridge, and the North Edisto on the following day at Horsey's Bridge. On the evening of the 15th of February both corps were concentrated within two miles of Lexington. On the morning of the 16th both corps moved toward Columbia, the Fourteenth by way of the Lexington road, and the Twentieth on a road to the right of the one taken by the Fourteenth Corps. When the heads of the two columns were within three miles of Columbia I received orders from General Sherman to cross the Saluda River, at Mount Zion Church, and push on to Winnsborough, crossing the Broad River at some point below Alston. I at once ordered the Twentieth Corps into camp and moved the Fourteenth to Mount Zion Church, where a bridge was constructed and one division of the Fourteenth Corps crossed during the night. The other two divisions followed on the morning of the 17th, and moved forward to the Broad River near the Wateree Creek. The cavalry followed the Fourteenth Corps and moved to our left, the Twentieth Corps crossing immediately after the cavalry. A pontoon bridge was constructed across the Broad River, near the mouth of Wateree Creek, at a place known as Freshly's Mills. My entire command was across the Broad River before 2 p.m. on the 20th of February, and on the following morning both corps moved forward to Winnsborough, which was occupied without opposition. Before our columns reached the town several buildings had been burned, but by the exertions of our soldiers, assisted by the citizens, the fire was prevented from spreading. The Charlotte and South Carolina Railroad was destroyed from Winnsborough to White Oak by the Twentieth Army Corps, and from White Oak to Cornwall by the Fourteenth Army Corps. On the 22d Ward's division, of the Twentieth Corps, was moved rapidly forward to the Catawba River at a point known as Rocky Mount Ferry. A pontoon bridge was at once constructed at this point, and on the 23d the Twentieth Corps commenced crossing. The river-banks on both sides were very precipitous. Unfortunately soon after our arrival at the river a heavy fall of rain made the crossing still more difficult and endangered our bridge.

The Twentieth Corps, together with all the cavalry and one division of the Fourteenth Corps, succeeded in crossing under great difficulties, when our bridge was swept away by flood wood brought down by the freshet. The Twentieth Corps, from the 23d to the 26th, only succeeded in reaching Hanging Rock, a point sixteen miles distant from the river, having been compelled to corduroy the road nearly the whole distance. I accompanied this corps on its march, and at this point first learned of the destruction of our bridge. The Twentieth Corps was ordered to remain in its camp at Hanging Rock on the 27th, and I returned to the Catawba to expedite, if possible, the crossing of the Fourteenth Corps. On my arrival here I found that General Davis and his officers were fully impressed with the importance of effecting a crossing with the least possible delay, and were laboring incessantly to accomplish it. On my arrival it was impossible to communicate with the troops on the opposite bank. A pontoon-boat, manned by the best oarsmen of the train, in attempting to cross was swept far below the point at which the bridge was to be constructed, and the men narrowly escaped drowning. Fortunately the water commenced falling, and during the night of the 27th the bridge was again in position and the troops and trains at once moved across. General Davis was ordered to move direct to Sneedsborough by way of McManus' Bridge and Mount Croghan, and if possible to reach that point simultaneously with the Twentieth Corps, which had been ordered to move to the same point by way of Chesterfield.

Every possible effort was made to accomplish this result. General Davis marched his command from daylight until late at night each day, and reached the point designated on the 4th of March. The Twentieth Corps crossed Big Lynch's Creek at Miller's Bridge and  advanced toward Chesterfield. On approaching the town a few of the enemy's cavalry were met and driven rapidly through the town and over Thompson's Creek. On the 4th of March the corps reached a point near Sneedsborough. A bridge was constructed over the Great Pedee at a point three miles below Sneedsborough, and the Fourteenth Corps crossed at that point. In order to gain time the Twentieth Corps was sent to Cheraw to cross at that point, with instructions to move at once to McFarland's Bridge over Lumber River. The Fourteenth Corps moved to Love's or Blue's Bridge, a few miles above. McFar-land's Bridge was destroyed two or three days before General Williams reached the river, but General Davis found Blue's Bridge but slightly injured, and crossed one division over it on the evening of the 8th of March. On the following day the Fourteenth Corps moved on the plank road to a point about sixteen miles from Fayetteville. On the 10th this corps moved to the Nine-Mile Post and was massed near that point, one brigade of Baird's division being thrown well in advance on the road toward Fayetteville. On the 11th, at 10.30 a.m., Baird's division, after some slight skirmishing with the enemy, entered Fayetteville, the other two divisions and the entire Twentieth Corps encamping near the town. General Baird was directed to take command of the city and garrison it with his command. He was instructed to destroy all public and private property useful to the enemy, but to protect all other private property. The duties imposed upon him were all performed in a satisfactory manner. He destroyed under these orders 2 foundries, 4 factories, and considerable railroad property.

On the 13th and 14th of March both corps crossed the Cape Fear River, encamping on the road leading toward Averasborough. On leaving Fayetteville I was informed that Goldsborough was our next objective point, and was instructed by the commanding general to move with a strong column, unencumbered by wagons, on a road by way of Averasborough and Bentonville, sending my wagons by a road to the right of the one taken by my light column. I accordingly ordered two divisions of each corps to move, with only such wagons as were absolutely necessary, on the road to Averasborough, while the remaining division of each corps with the trains was sent on the direct road to Cox's Bridge. On the night of the 15th the four divisions, Jackson's and Ward's, of the Twentieth Corps, and Morgan's and Carlin's, of the Fourteenth, encamped near Taylor's Hole Creek. Hawley's brigade, of Jackson s division, was sent forward late in the evening to support the cavalry. On the 16th the enemy was discovered intrenched about one mile and a half from the point at which the road to Bentonville branches off from the Smithfield and Raleigh road. Hawley's brigade commenced skirmishing with them at an early hour. The roads were almost impassable, and it was nearly 10 o'clock before other troops could reach the field. As soon as Ward's division came up it was thrown to the left of the road, its right connecting with Hawley's left. As the two remaining brigades of Jackson's division came up they relieved the cavalry, which moved to the right of our line. Selfridge met the enemy as he moved into position and drove him back into his line of works. As soon as the troops were posted (the artillery occupying a position commanding a good view of the enemy's line) I ordered Case's brigade, which was on the left of our line, to advance and, if possible, turn the enemy's line. This he accomplished in a very handsome manner, and as soon as he was discovered to have accomplished his purpose, and the enemy commenced moving, our artillery did fine execution. The enemy was speedily driven back about one mile to <ar98_423> third line of works, making a brief stand at his second line. He was closely pursued into the works on this new line, but so much delay had been caused by the bad state of the roads that I could not get the troops into position for another attack until it was too late to make the attempt. During the following night the enemy retreated, taking the road through Averasborough.

In this action we captured 3 pieces of artillery, 1 caisson, and several ambulances; also 175 prisoners. We buried on the field 128 of their dead. The loss in the two corps was 564 killed and wounded.

All of our troops behaved extremely well. The cavalry under General Kilpatrick exhibited great gallantry, and, although the ground was unfavorable for the movement of cavalry, it did most excellent service.

On the 17th of March the Fourteenth Corps crossed Black River and encamped near Mingo Creek. The Twentieth Corps encamped near Black River. On the night of the 18th the Fourteenth Corps encamped near Mill Creek, and the Twentieth Corps about five miles in rear of the Fourteenth. On the 19th the march was resumed at 7 a.m., the Fourteenth Corps still in advance. Our advance was stubbornly resisted from the commencement of the march, but one of our cavalry officers came to me while our advance was skirmishing with the enemy and informed me that he had escaped from the enemy only two days before, and that when he left Smithfield he knew the main army under General Johnston to be at or near Raleigh. This statement was confirmed by deserters. I believed the only force in my front to consist of cavalry with a few pieces of artillery, and sent word to this effect to General Sherman. Under this impression I pressed forward rapidly. On reaching the point at which the road from Smithfield runs into the Goldsborough road, on which we were marching, I found the enemy intrenched. Carlin's division was at once deployed, Buell's brigade being sent some distance to the left of the road for the purpose of developing the enemy's line. Morgan's division was thrown on the right of Carlin, with two brigades in line and one in reserve. Both Carlin and Morgan were ordered to press the enemy closely and force him to develop his position and strength.

I soon became convinced that I had to deal with something more formidable than a division of cavalry. While still in doubt, however, as to the strength of the enemy, a deserter was brought to me who stated that he was formerly a Union soldier, had been taken prisoner, and while sick had been induced to enlist in the rebel service. He informed me that General Johnston had, by forced marches, concentrated his army in my front; that it was understood among the rebel soldiers that this force amounted to 40,000 men; that they were told that they were to crush one corps of Sherman's army. He stated that General Johnston had ridden along his line that morning and been loudly cheered by his old Tennessee army. While he was giving me these interesting particulars a member of my staff approached and recognized in this deserter an old acquaintance. They had entered the service in 1861 as private soldiers in the same company. The statements of this man and the developments made by Morgan and Carlin placed me on my guard. I at once concluded to take a defensive position and communicate with the commanding general. Robinson's brigade, of the Twentieth Corps, had already reached the field and been <ar98_424> ordered to support a battery in rear of Buell's position. I had given orders to General Williams to move with the balance of his corps to the right of Morgan with a view of turning the left of the enemy's position. This order was at, once countermanded, and Williams was directed to send all of his wagons to the right on the road taken by the Fifteenth Corps, and bring forward with the least possible delay every regiment of his command. All foragers were dismounted and placed in the ranks. William s was ordered to take position on Morgan's left resting his left flank on a ravine. Not more than one-half of his command was in position, however, when the enemy left his works in strong columns and attacked Buell, driving both him and a portion of Robinson's brigade back, and capturing three pieces of artillery. Before he had reached the line I had designated, however, General Williams had succeeded in getting a sufficient force in position to check his advance. In the meantime Davis had ordered Morgan to refuse the left of his line, and had thrown the reserve brigade of Morgan's division into line of battle on the left of the two brigades of Morgan's division already in line. The connection between Morgan's left and the right of Williams' line not being complete I ordered Cogswell's brigade, of the Third Division, Twentieth Corps, which was in reserve, to report to General Davis, to enable him to complete the connection between the two corps. This brigade was at once moved forward and filled the gap, giving us a continuous line. The enemy was repulsed at all points along our line, but continued his assaults until a late hour in the evening.

The fighting was most severe in Morgan's front, and too much credit cannot be awarded General Morgan and his command for their conduct upon this occasion. Our artillery was well posted and did excellent execution on the assaulting columns of the enemy. Buell's brigade and the three regiments of Robinson's, which were at first driven back, were readily reformed and placed in line, where they did good service. Soon after dark the enemy retired to his works, leaving in our hands a large number of killed and wounded. General Kilpatrick reported to me while I was placing my troops in position, and was directed to mass his cavalry on my left and rear, which was done at once, and the cavalry occupied this position until the retreat of the enemy. On the following morning Generals Baird and Geary, each with two brigades of their respective divisions, and General Hazen, of the Fifteenth Corps, with his entire division, arrived on the field. Hazen was moved to the right of Morgan. Baird was moved out in front of our works beyond the advance position held by us on the preceding day. Orders were given to Hazen, Morgan, and Baird to press the enemy closely, which was done, Morgan gaining possession of a portion of his line on our right. On the morning of the 21st the Right Wing came up and connected with Hazen. The enemy during this day was forced into his works along the entire line and closely pressed, particularly on his extreme left. During the following night he retreated across Mill Creek, burning the bridge in his rear.

The conduct of our troops on this occasion was most gratifying to me. General Davis and General Williams handled their commands with great skill. After our line was formed the troops, without exception, met the enemy with coolness and bravery. No ground was lost after the first attack, and all that had been lost in this attack was speedily regained.

On the 22d both corps moved to Cox's Bridge, and on the following morning crossed the Neuse at that point and moved into Goldsborough.  

My loss during the entire campaign was as follows: Killed, 242; wounded, 1,308; missing, 802; total, 2,352.

For detailed statements as to our losses I respectfully refer to the reports of Brevet Major-General Davis, commanding the Fourteenth Corps, and Brevet Major-General Williams, commanding Twentieth Corps, herewith inclosed. These reports also contain interesting statistics as to the amount of supplies drawn from the country and the amount of property useful to the enemy destroyed by their respective commands.

During this campaign my command has marched about 500 miles, subsisting mainly upon the country and traversing a region which the enemy regarded inaccessible to us, on account of the natural obstacles presented to the march of a large army. These obstacles were but little overrated by them, but by the indomitable perseverance and energy of our troops all were overcome.

I have not attempted in this report to enter into such details as to the labors and privations endured by the troops as justice to them really demands, but the brief period allowed me for this work must be my excuse.

I have witnessed on the campaign scenes which have given me a more exalted opinion than I ever before entertained of the earnest patriotism which actuates the soldiers of this army. I have repeatedly seen soldiers of my command, who were making parched corn supply the place of bread, and who were nearly destitute of shoes or a change of clothing, go cheerfully to their labor in the swamps of South Carolina, working hour after hour in mud and water to bring forward our immense trains, and yet during all these privations and hardships I have never heard from an officer or soldier one word of complaint.

To the members of my staff--Maj. Robert P. Dechert, acting assistant adjutant-general; Maj. E. W. Guindon, Capt. William W. Moseley, and Capt. William G. Tracy, aides-de-camp; Capt. P. M. Thorne, acting chief of ordnance, and Lieutenants Howgate and Foraker, of the Signal Corps--I am greatly indebted. All have discharged their duties to my entire satisfaction.(*)
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. W. SLOCUM, 
Major-General, Commanding.
Maj. L. M. DAYTON, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Mil. Div. of the Mississippi.
[Indorsement.]

HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI,
Goldsborough, N. C., April 8, 1865.
This concise, accurate, and most interesting report of General Slocum, with the very full and complete reports of his subordinate commanders, Generals Davis and Williams, make a perfect history of the operations of the Left Wing, and I take pleasure in commending them to the favorable notice of the War Department.

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General, Commanding.
No. 62.--Report of Bvt. Maj. Gen. Jefferson C. Davis

 U. S. Army, commanding Fourteenth Army Corps, of operations 

January 20-March 23.
HEADQUARTERS FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Goldsborough, N. C., March 28, 1865.
MAJOR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by the Fourteenth Army Corps during the recent campaign in Georgia and the Carolinas:

In compliance with instructions from the general-in-chief and the commander of the Left Wing during our encampment at Savannah, Ga., the corps was placed in as complete state of readiness for the contemplated expedition as the length of time and state of supplies would permit. In accordance with the plan of the campaign and instructions received the Fourteenth Corps commenced its march on the Georgia side of the Savannah River for Sister's Ferry on the morning of the 20th of January. The excessive rainy season which so much impeded our progress during the succeeding ten days set in as the troops left their camps, and by night the roads through the swamps had become impassable to trains so heavily loaded, until they were cor-duroyed in many places for miles. Under these circumstances our movements were necessarily slow and fatiguing, especially to the animals. Nevertheless, the corps arrived and went into camp at Sister's Ferry, our first objective point, on the 28th, in advance of the Twentieth Corps, which was moving up the Savannah River on the South Carolina shore. The gun-boat Pontiac, commanded by Captain Luce,. U.S. Navy, which had been ordered to co-operate with the column moving up this river, was lying at the ferry, and I immediately repaired on board and got under way for the purpose of making a reconnaissance up the river in search of a suitable place to locate our bridges. The unusual high water in the river had submerged the low and swampy banks, peculiar to this river, several feet under water. No two points of land above water and opposite to each other could be found for many miles along the river where a bridge could be constructed without one end of it terminating in a dense cypress swamp completely over-flowed by the river. During the night the major-general commanding the wing arrived, and the next morning, after a personal examination of the crossing, concluded to establish the bridge at the old ferry as the most practicable point that could be found, and gave instructions accordingly. The laying of the bridge was soon completed, but the immense amount of labor to be done in clearing out the old road of drift wood and fallen timber was a heavy task. The frequent explosion of torpedoes, concealed under the water and drift, subjected the working parties to considerable danger, and several men were killed and wounded by these infernal machines. South Carolina has since paid the penalty of a resort to this low and mean spirit of warfare.

During the intervening days between the 29th of January and 4th of February, at which time my corps, following Kilpatrick's cavalry and the supply trains of the Fifteenth and Twentieth Corps, escorted by Corse's and Geary's divisions, respectively, began crossing. We were busily engaged in making roads, depots, and unloading transports, &c. By night of February 5 the entire corps, except a rear guard protecting the pontoon bridge and transports, had completed the crossing and had gone into camp on the high grounds, two miles above the landing, on the South Carolina shore. The 6th, Carlin's and Baird's divisions, <ar98_430> having gotten sufficient supplies to fill their trains, moved in the direction of Brighton via Robertsville; but, owing to failure in arrival of supplies from Savannah, Morgan was vexatiously delayed from moving until the 8th, at which time, in accordance with instructions, the depot at Sister's Ferry was broken up and all transports, under cover of the gun-boat Pontiac, were ordered to start for Savannah. The heavy rains falling during the 7th had again rendered the intervening swamp between the river and Robertsville almost impassable, notwithstanding the great amount of labor bestowed upon the road by the troops of the Twentieth Corps. On the morning of the 8th the trains of the corps were filled with all the supplies that could be obtained without further delay, and the march upon Barnwell, our second objective point, was resumed in the following order: Baird moved from Brighton on the main Augusta road, running immediately up the river-bank, followed by Morgan, who started from the ferry. Carlin, laying over at Lawtonville until the morning of the 9th, moved with his own and Baird's division train from that point by the most practicable road to Barnwell, in the vicinity of which the whole corps was concentrated on the evening of the 10th, Baird's division occupying the town. February 11 and 12, in compliance with instructions, the corps moved from its camp around Barnwell, upon the Charleston railroad, in the following order: Baird's division followed by Carlin's, unencumbered with their trains, marched by way of Weatherby's, striking the road in the vicinity of White Pond and Williston. This road was completely destroyed by these two divisions between Williston's and Johnson's Stations by the night of the 12th. On the morning of the 13th they marched from their respective camps, Baird near Johnson's Station and Carlin near White Pond, to join Morgan's division in charge of the corps supply train at Guignard's Bridge over the South Edisto. During the night of the 13th Morgan had the bridge and road at this crossing put in good order, after considerable labor, and the march upon Lexington, via Horsey's Bridge over the North Edisto, was resumed early in the morning, in the following order: Morgan in advance, followed by Carlin, unencumbered with trains; Baird's division, in charge of general supply train; Kilpatrick's cavalry on my left, in co-operating distance.

February 15, Carlin reached Lexington after dark and occupied the town. The other two divisions encamped two miles and a half from town at the crossing of the Two Notch road with the Lexington and Barnwell road, in close proximity to the Twentieth Corps on my right. The enemy's cavalry was encountered frequently during the day's march, and some sharp skirmishing ensued. Early on the morning of the 16th, in compliance with orders from headquarters Left Wing, the corps marched for Columbia by the way of Lexington. Morgan's division being in the advance arrived within two miles of that place and halted for further instructions. On reporting in person to the general commanding Left Wing, I received orders to lay, with as little delay as possible, a pontoon bridge across the Saluda River, near Mount Zion Church. The bridge was at once ordered to the point designated and was laid by a little after dark. Carlin's division was crossed during the night and the following morning, the 17th, the remainder of the corps crossed and marched for and went into camp near the mouth of Wateree Creek, with a view to crossing Broad River at or near that point. On the morning of the 18th the pontoniers commenced erecting a bridge across Broad River at what is called Freshly's Mills, but owing to a want of proper management and energy on the part of the officers in charge of the pontoniers the bridge was not completed until daylight, the 19th, at which time the corps commenced crossing, and by night had completely torn up the railroad running along the river bank to Larkin's Station, a few miles above Alston, and went into camp in the vicinity of Thompson's Post-Office. At this point we learned of the capture of Columbia by the Right Wing of our forces and the retreat of the enemy in the direction of Cheraw, also of the close proximity of Cheatham's command to our left flank, crossing the river above us. Moving from their present camps, with Morgan's division in charge of general supply train, the corps marched upon Winnsborough, crossing Little River at Ebenezer Meeting-House, and went into camp in the vicinity of White Oak, a few miles in advance of Winnsborough, on the evening of the 21st, Kilpatrick's cavalry still co-operating on my left flank. At this point the general-in-chief visited the Left Wing of the army and established his headquarters at Winnsborough. Early on the morning of the 22d, in compliance with orders, I commenced the destruction of the Columbia and Charlotte Railroad, between White Oak and Cornwall, and on the following day, the 23d, concentrated the corps at Rocky Mount Post-Office, on the Catawba River. Baird's and Carlin's divisions performed this duty, marching thirty-eight miles in that many hours, and destroying twelve miles of railroad. Morgan's division, in charge of the trains, moved direct from its camp near White Oak, via Gladden's Grove, to Rocky Mount Post-Office.

In the afternoon of the 24th the Twentieth Corps and Kilpatrick's cavalry, preceding my command, had completed the crossing of the river, and Morgan's division commenced crossing. The rainy season, which so seriously impeded our progress for the succeeding few days, had already set in, and caused the river to rise to such an extent as to threaten the security of the bridge, which at the first had been located in a very injudicious place, and to render the passage of wagons very unsafe and slow. Nevertheless the crossing was continued until the stream had risen over five feet at the foot of the rapids where the bridge was located, when the anchors gave way and about 250 feet of the bridge was completely washed away. Anchors, ropes, boats, &c., were generally lost; fortunately but two teams were on the bridge at the time, and they, being near the shore, escaped. This accident occurred during the night of the 25th, and early in the morning I ordered the remaining portion of the boats to be taken up in order to secure them from being washed away by the sweeping current. The continual rise in the river and want of material prevented the reconstruction of the bridge until midnight of the 27th, at which time Baird's division resumed the crossing, and by dark it was completed and the bridge taken up during the night. The difficulties overcome in crossing this river were by far the greatest met during our long campaign and the consequent delay was most vexatious, as it affected to some extent the progress of the whole army at an important juncture. The corps now being so far behind the other columns, and having a longer route designated as its line of march, the column was pushed rapidly forward by forced marches, notwithstanding the rainy weather and extremely bad condition of the roads. Cheraw was our next objective point and the roads leading through the following places indicated the route of march for my column: Hanging Rock, Horton's Tavern, Taxipaw, McManus' Bridge over Lynch's River, Blakeny's Cross-Roads, Mount Croghan, and Sneedsborough.

At daylight on the morning of the 1st of March--each division in charge of its own trains--the corps marched in the following order: Morgan in advance, followed by Baird; Carlin, with pontoon train in rear. This order of march was observed, moving at daylight and going into camp at dark, until the advance reached Pedee River at Pegues' Ferry, ten miles above Cheraw and three miles below Sneedsborough, at 3 p.m. the 3d. Owing to the miry condition of the roads, rendered almost impassable by the heavy rains, a large portion of the command had to be kept constantly at work upon them in order to get our trains along at all. The patience and endurance displayed by the troops during these four days of heavy work and long marching was exceedingly commendable. March 4, the remainder of the troops arrived and went into camp. A location was selected for the bridge across the river, and the pontoniers immediately set at work; but again, owing to a want of proper management and energy on the part of the officers and the lack of material to lay so long a bridge (920 feet), it was not completed until late in the evening of the 6th. Kilpatrick's cavalry commenced crossing about 6 p.m., and occupied the bridge the greater part of the night. Early on the morning of the 7th my troops commenced crossing, but, owing to the frequent interruptions caused by the breaking of the bridge, it was not completed until 9 p.m., after which it required the remainder of the night to take up the bridge. Fayetteville, N. C., was the next objective point upon which the army was directed, and the Fourteenth Corps was ordered to march, via Rockingham, Blue's or Love's Bridge over the Lumber River, and from thence along the plank road to that point. After crossing the river on the 7th Carlin moved out some fifteen miles and Baird ten, leaving Morgan near the river, at which points they encamped for the night. Early on the morning of the 8th the march was resumed, and notwithstanding the rainy day Carlin's and Baird's divisions reached Blue's Bridge and went into camp by dark. Morgan went into camp six miles to the rear, having made a march of near thirty miles. The bridge across Lumber River at this point was secured by the gallant conduct of Lieutenant Dewey, Thirty-eighth Indiana Infantry, in command of a foraging party, in attacking the enemy's guard over it and driving them away before they could burn it. March 9, with Baird's division in the advance, the whole corps moved on the plank road and went into camp between the Fifteen and Twenty Mile Posts. Heavy rains fell during the afternoon, and the roads became very heavy. During the day's march prisoners captured from Hardee's command gave information that the enemy was evidently making an effort to concentrate in our front at Fayetteville.

March 10, the corps moved in the same order and massed near the Nine-Mile Post. One brigade of Baird's division was pushed forward as far as the Six-Mile Post, and found the enemy's infantry, a part of Hardee's command, in force in our front. March 11, resumed the advance early in the morning, and after some skirmishing with the enemy's cavalry Baird's division entered the city about 10.30 a.m., finding it held only by the enemy's rear guard. Baird's division was ordered to occupy the town. The remainder of the corps went into camp about two miles west of the town on the plank road. March 12, the troops remained in their camps awaiting the completion of the bridge without change until late in the evening. Morgan's division crossed and went into camp on the northeast side of Cape Fear River. March 13, Carlin's division and supply trains followed and went into camp on the direct road leading to Kyle's Landing. Transports having arrived by this time, with a few supplies from Wilmington, they were secured and stored in the trains. With a view to disencumbering the column all <ar98_433> refugees (white and black), all useless wagons, stock, &c., were ordered to be sent to Wilmington, which was done. No material change in the position of my command took place during the 14th. General preparations were made for the advance on Goldsborough. Morgan's and Carlin's divisions were ordered to hold themselves in readiness to march unencumbered with their trains in the movements of the Left Wing in the direction of Averasborough. On the morning of the 15th, in accordance with instructions, following the Twentieth Corps, marched to Taylor's Hole Creek and went into camp for the night. March 16, I ordered the troops to be in readiness to march at an early hour, but, owing to the exceedingly bad roads encountered by the troops in advance, it was quite late in the morning before my column had gotten entirely upon the road. The firing a few miles in front indicated that the enemy had been found by the advance of the Twentieth Corps, and about 10 a.m. I received orders to send forward a brigade to the front. The road was so badly blocked up with wagons, pack mules, &c., that the troops were compelled to march through the woods; this was very difficult to do, in timber so thick, and ground so swampy. Mitchell's brigade, of Morgan's division, was ordered to push forward, and on arriving at the front was placed on the left of the line of the Twentieth Corps, already formed, and which had but a short time previous, after some very severe fighting, carried the enemy's first line of works, capturing three pieces of artillery.

Mitchell's line had been formed but a few minutes, when a general advance and attack was ordered. This brigade moved forward in conjunction with the troops on its right, and the second line of the enemy's works were carried, the heaviest fighting being done by the troops of the Twentieth Corps. An advance beyond the works just captured disclosed the enemy's main lines, strongly intrenched, running across the main Fayetteville and Averasborough road and covering the road leading from Averasborough to Bentonville and Goldsborough. In order to ascertain how far the enemy's works extended in the direction of the river to our left the other two brigades of Morgan's division were ordered up, and came as promptly to the front as the nature of the roads and their obstructed condition would permit. Fearing's brigade was at once deployed, and promptly drove in the enemy's skirmishers, and formed on Mitchell's left within musket-range of the enemy's works. In compliance with orders General Morgan pushed Vandever's brigade between Fearing's left and the river, and after considerable severe skirmishing drove the enemy's outposts into his main works, which were found to extend to the river-bank, and considerably refused at that point. The enemy was now at all points in Morgan's front driven into his works, and a heavy fire from a strong skirmish line kept up until near sunset, when, in compliance with orders, the troops threw up some temporary breast-works and bivouacked in lines of battle for the night.

Carlin's division was massed in reserve during the evening and took no active part in the operations of the day. Baird's division left Fayetteville and marched with the general supply train for Cox's Bridge via Troublefield's Store. On the morning of the 17th it was discovered that the enemy had evacuated his position, and was retreating in the direction of Raleigh. My loss in killed and wounded in this engagement, principally in Morgan's division, was 126.(*) The heaviest part of the fighting was done in this engagement by the troops of the Twentieth Corps, and was exceedingly complimentary to them. My troops behaved well without exception on this occasion.

On the morning of the 17th, after providing for the wounded and burying the dead, in compliance with instructions I marched in the direction of Bentonville in advance of the column moving in that direction. Some three hours' delay was caused in building a bridge across Black River, and my command was only able to reach Mingo Creek, about eight miles distant, by dark, where it went into camp. March 18, moved early, with Morgan's division in the advance. The enemy's cavalry was repeatedly driven from our front during the day's march, and at Mill Creek opened with his artillery, but was soon driven from his position by a brigade of Morgan's, deployed for that purpose. The general-in-chief, arriving at the head of my column at this time, directed General Morgan to halt his command until the rear could close up. This required the greater part of the afternoon, and the troops were subsequently ordered to encamp for the night. Late in the evening the Fifteenth Corps, moving on a road to our right, arrived and went into camp near by us. The Twentieth Corps encamped a few miles to the rear. During the evening General Morgan sent out a heavy reconnoitering party on the road leading to the left in the direction of Smithfield. This party went to the bridge over Mill Creek on this road, and ascertained that the enemy's cavalry in retiring from his front had burned it.

At 7 o'clock on the morning of the 19th the march was resumed for Cox's Bridge, over the Neuse River, on the main road running in that direction. The Fifteenth Corps here diverged to the right, in the direction of the lower crossing of the river near Goldsborough. Carlin's division in the advance had moved but a short distance beyond our picket-line for the night when his skirmishers encountered the enemy's pickets. It was soon observed that the enemy's pickets yielded their ground with unusual stubbornness for cavalry troops. The first prisoners, however, captured proved to be cavalry, and gave no information of an infantry force behind them. Believing that it was only a division of cavalry with a few pieces of artillery obstructing our march I ordered Carlin to attack vigorously and push on, which he did until reaching Cole's house; here the enemy opened with his artillery from behind works on the left of the road, which completely controlled it. The resistance of the enemy's skirmish line was very determined in front of his works, and Carlin deployed his troops and brought forward his artillery, which soon opened fire, and was sharply answered by the enemy s. Buell s brigade, of Carlin's division, had been ordered to make a flank movement to the left, with a view to ascertaining the enemy's position and strength. This movement was in progress when I arrived at the front, and gave orders for this reconnaissance to be pushed boldly; this was done and the enemy's works attacked. Prisoners and deserters captured by this movement gave ample information of the fact that Johnston's whole force was rapidly being concentrated in our front with intention of giving battle.

Major-General Slocum, commanding the wing, being present at the time this information was received, gave orders accordingly for the rapid pushing forward of the troops, particularly of the Twentieth Corps, which were some distance behind. Morgan's division had been ordered to take position on the right of Miles' brigade, of Carlin's division, on that side of the road. As the brigades of this division were successively formed skirmish lines were immediately thrown out and <ar98_435> found the enemy in strong force. A general engagement was by this time evident, and from indications the enemy would probably make the attack. The troops of the Twentieth Corps, intended to occupy the left of our line, were only now beginning to arrive, and some time was needed for them to get into the position desired. To defer if possible such an attack I sent an order to Brigadier-General Carlin to direct Buell to make strong demonstrations against the enemy's lines; but before this order could be executed the enemy took the initiative and moved out from his works in columns of attack. Buell's brigade and three regiments of Hobart's brigade were forced, after considerable fighting, to retire precipitately, closely followed by the enemy. A part of Robinson's brigade, of the Twentieth Corps--the first troops of this corps to arrive upon the ground--was placed in position immediately on the left of the road in support of the Nineteenth Indiana Battery, which had been operating for some time from this position. The enemy soon drove these troops back in considerable haste, and captured three guns from this battery (subsequently one of these guns was retaken, leaving but two in the hands of the enemy), and pushed exultingly up the main road in pursuit for several hundred yards. In order to check this sudden movement of the enemy I ordered Morgan to send his reserve brigade, commanded by Brevet Brigadier-General Fearing, immediately to the point, with instructions to make an attack. The order was promptly and gallantly executed and had the desired result. The major-general commanding the wing at the same time directed the lines of the troops of the Twentieth Corps now arriving upon the ground to be formed in the open field a few hundred yards to the rear, running perpendicular to the road. Batteries were placed in position, supported by these troops, and opened a well directed fire down the road, thus enfilading Fearing's front. The enemy at this time, about 2.30 p.m., attacked at all points and the engagement may be said to have become general along my entire line. A part of Hobart's, the whole of Miles' brigade, of Carlin's division, and Mitchell's brigade, of Morgan's division, were, during the movements above described, thrown back so as to conform to the direction of the enemy's attack and the new line established by Fearing's movements.

The lines as now formed, and represented by the accompanying map,(*) drawn by Captain McDowell, topographical engineer of the Twentieth Corps, received and repulsed the repeated attacks of the enemy, with but little variation, until near night, when, by order of the major-general commanding the wing, Cogswell's brigade, of the Twentieth Corps, arrived and reported to me for duty. This brigade was at once ordered to move into position on the right of Fearing's brigade, and fill a gap which, for want of troops, had existed in this part of the line since the commencement of the action. This brigade moved promptly into position, and subsequently, when ordered to advance, gallantly drove back the enemy's lines in its front after some severe fighting.

The engagement closed as night set in, the enemy having been repulsed at every point. The enemy pushed his attacks late in the afternoon with great vigor, particularly against Morgan's front, and at one time gained his rear; but was promptly repulsed and driven back by the steady veterans of this distinguished division.

No definite idea can be formed of the enemy's loss, but it must have been very heavy, judging from the numbers engaged, the severity of his assaults, and the decisive repulses he received, as also the number of his wounded and dead left within our lines. <ar98_436> 

Our loss was, under the circumstances, exceedingly light; our lines generally being well protected by heavy timber, and in some places by rude breast-works of logs and fence rails, hastily thrown up by the men. The troops bivouacked for the night in their present lines, and improved their breast-works.

On the morning of the 20th, at an early hour, Bvt. Maj. Gen. A. Baird, with two brigades of his division, leaving the other in charge of the supply train, by which it was escorted to this place, arrived and reported, and was placed in reserve. Fearing's brigade, of Morgan's division, was relieved by a part of Carlin's division, and placed in reserve. Cogswell's brigade, of the Twentieth Corps, was also relieved from its position in my lines by a part of Carlin's division, and ordered to report to its command. During the forenoon, in compliance with instructions from the major-general commanding the wing, a heavy line of skirmishers was ordered to be advanced, but soon met with strong resistance. This being reported to me I immediately ordered Baird to make a reconnaissance with his two brigades and a battery to the front, with instructions to ascertain whether or not the enemy was still occupying his works in force. Baird felt of the enemy's lines well to the left of the main road near Cole's house, and found him still in position behind his original works. While this movement was being made Morgan on the right, in compliance with instructions, had driven the enemy's skirmishers from their works in his front of the previous day, and ascertained that the enemy had retired his left at almost right angles with his original lines. He was immediately ordered to take up a new advanced line accordingly, conforming his movements to those of the Fifteenth Corps, now having arrived and going into position on his right. This was done as promptly as the swampy nature of the ground and the resistance of the enemy would permit. Baird was withdrawn from his reconnaissance about dark and placed in reserve. In this position my troops remained without material change until the morning of the 22d, when it was ascertained that the enemy had abandoned his position during the night previous.

At about 8 a.m. I received orders to march for Cox's Bridge, and immediately issued orders accordingly. Owing to the exceedingly miry ground on which the troops were encamped, rendered impassable to artillery and wagons by the recent rains, the trains and artillery were slow in getting into the road, and Cox's Bridge was only reached by the rear of the column by night, although the distance was but eleven miles. On the morning of the 23d the corps moved at 6 a.m., and crossing the river at Cox's Bridge went into its present camp at this place before night, being informally reviewed as the troops marched through the city by the general-in-chief, Major-Generals Slocum, Schofield, and others.

The health of the troops during the campaign was remarkably good, as will be shown by the excellent report of Surg. W. C. Daniels, medical director of the corps, herewith submitted.(*)
The energy and endurance of the troops on this long and sometimes exceedingly arduous campaign on every occasion present to their superiors and the country the highest claims to reward.

The campaign was accomplished in sixty-three days, and by the official report of the chief commissary of the corps appended it will be seen that 250,000 rations of salt meat, 420,000 rations of hard bread, 400,000 rations of sugar, 483,000 rations of coffee, 400,000 rations of salt, 200,000 rations of soap, 150,000 rations of candles, and 200,000 rations of pepper only were issued to the troops from the Government stores; the balance was foraged from the country.

From my chief quartermaster's report the following number of animals have been captured: 697 horses and 1,360 mules; abandoned on the march, 331 horses and 569 mules.

The amount of forage issued to the animals, as taken from the country, is estimated at 2,867,820 pounds of corn, 4,055 pounds of hay, 2,730,460 pounds of fodder. Eight army wagons belonging to Carlin's division were captured by the enemy; broken down and abandoned, 2.

A list of casualties of the corps is appended, taken from the reports of the division and battery commanders. This list, added to the number mustered out of the service, will account for the decrease in my effective force report during the campaign.

The provost-marshal's report of the corps shows 546 prisoners of war captured, 27 of whom were commissioned officers; 184, being unable to walk, were paroled, 7 of which number were commissioned officers.

The number of miles of railroad destroyed by the corps is difficult to state precisely, but is about as follows: 12 miles of the Charleston and Augusta Railroad, 6 miles of the Columbia and Charlotte Railroad, and 12 miles of the Columbia and Raleigh Railroad; total, 30 miles.

The number of miles marched by the whole corps, as near as can be calculated, is 500 miles. The Field Artillery Brigade, commanded by Maj. Charles Houghtaling, was efficient, and on every occasion, especially at the battle of Bentonville, rendered good service. For further particulars see Major Houghtaling's report appended.

The divisions were commanded by Bvt. Maj. Gen. A. Baird, Brig. Gen. James D. Morgan, and Brig. Gen. William P. Carlin, the same officers as in the previous campaigns in Georgia, and the same energy and zeal characterized them and their staffs throughout.

The conduct of General Morgan's division at the battle of Belltonville, and the distinguished manner in which it was commanded by him, renders it my duty to recommend that he be commissioned a brevet major-general, as a suitable reward for his services.

The reports of division commanders and such of the subordinate commanders as have been received, are herewith transmitted and attention called to them for many details necessarily omitted in this. Among the brigade commanders who were wounded were Bvt. Brig. Gen. B. D. Fearing, commanding Third Brigade, Third [Second] Division, and Lieutenant-Colonel Miles, Seventy-ninth Pennsylvania Infantry, commanding Third Brigade, First Division. Among the regimental commanders wounded were Lieutenant-Colonel Pearce, Ninety-eighth Ohio Infantry: and Lieutenant-Colonel Lake, Seventeenth New York Infantry. <ar98_438> Major Eaton, Thirteenth Michigan Infantry; Captain Low, Thirty-eighth Indiana Infantry, and Lieutenant Webb, commanding Nineteenth Indiana Battery, were killed. These officers were all killed or wounded while gallantly performing their duties on the field.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JEF. C. DAVIS, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding

Maj. ROBERT P. DECHERT, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Left Wing, Army of Georgia

No. 130.--Report of Bvt. Maj. Gen. Alpheus S. Williams

U.S. Army, Commanding Twentieth Army Corps, 

of operations January 1-March 31.
HEADQUARTERS TWENTIETH CORPS,
Near Goldsborough, N. C., March 31, 1865.
MAJOR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of the Twentieth Army Corps during the recent campaign:

While halting at Savannah Geary's (Second)division occupied the town. Ward's and Jackson's divisions were massed between the Savannah River and the Charleston railroad.

On the 1st of January Ward's division was moved across the river, and, after brushing away a small force of rebel cavalry, took position in advance of the Cheves plantation, on the Union Causeway turnpike, sending forward reconnoitering parties toward Hardeeville. On 17th of January Jackson's division was sent across the river and Ward's ordered to occupy Hardeeville. The extraordinary overflow of the Savannah River, submerging the low rice-fields and many of the artificial dikes upon which the corduroy road was laid, cut off Geary's division and a portion of the train of Jackson's division. Geary with two regiments of Jackson's division and trains were therefore ordered to follow the Fourteenth Army Corps on the west side of the river to Sister's Ferry, and report directly to the major-general commanding the Left Wing. The report of Brevet-Major General Geary, commanding, will give in detail the movements of that division until it rejoined the corps at Blackville.

On the 19th Jackson's division took post at Purysburg, Ward's remaining at Hardeeville; some necessary supplies were obtained by boat at the excellent landing at Purysburg. The U.S. gun-boat Pontiac, Captain Luce commanding, came up the river and proceeded on toward Sister's Ferry. On the 28th I moved Jackson's division as <ar98_582> far as Bradham's, and found the swamps of the Savannah so overflowed that it was impossible to reach Sister's Ferry. On the 29th I ordered Ward to follow, and both divisions to encamp at Robertsville, three miles from the landing above Sister's Ferry. I found the rebel cavalry in some force, but they were easily driven across Black Swamp Creek, north of the village, by our skirmish line; Jackson's division had three men wounded. Both divisions encamped around Robertsville before night. On the 30th I had the bridges over creeks and swamps toward the landing rebuilt. I found the U.S. steamer Pontiac and some transports with supplies at the landing. It was necessary to take a boat to communicate with Major-General Slocum on the opposite bank, three miles below. The road between the points was deeply overflowed the whole distance.

On the 2d of February, leaving Seifridge's brigade, of Jackson's division, at the landing to guard the supplies and to construct and repair roads, I marched with the two brigades of that division and Ward's entire division toward Lawtonville. Just before reaching that place the enemy developed a long skirmish line behind a swamp and opened on my advance with two pieces of artillery. Ward, in advance, was directed to send one regiment to the left to find the flank and rear of the rebel line and to attack vigorously in front. The enemy were speedily dislodged, leaving several dead and wounded. Ward lost 2 killed and 12 wounded in his skirmish line. The command encamped around Lawtonville. On the 3d I marched in a drizzling rain to the Coosawhatchie Swamp, near Duck Branch Post-Office, and reported in person to the major-general commanding the Military Division of the Mississippi. On the 4th, to avoid the deep water of Coosawhatchie Swamp, I diverged to the left by a settlement road through very swampy ground as far as Smyrna Post. Office, and then moved north on the Barnwell pike, encamping at Allendale Post-Office. On the 5th the command marched to Gray's Cross-Roads, then moving to the right along Wills Branch, encamped near Buford's Bridge, having struck the rear of the Fifteenth Corps. February 6, I crossed the swamps and streams of the Big Salkehatchie, and, turning to the left along Bird's Creek to avoid the route of the Fifteenth Corps, took the road north to Nimmon's Cross. Roads and then east to the Little Salkehatchie, where the command encamped in a very cold rain. On the 7th the command was moved across the Little Salkehatchie, which was much swollen by the rain of the preceding night, making the crossing of the troops and trains very difficult and slow. The head of the column reached the South Carolina Railroad one mile and a half east of Graham's Station about noon. On the three succeeding days a large portion of the command was engaged in destroying the South Carolina Railroad as far as Station No. 107, four miles west of Williston, a distance of about twenty-four miles. A large quantity of cotton was burned, 370 bales at Graham's Station alone. On the 9th General Geary, with Second Division and other troops and trains left at Sister's Ferry, rejoined the corps at Blackville; Major-General Slocum, commanding Left Wing, came up with this command. February 11, Ward was ordered to move from Williston, rebuild Guignard's Bridge over the South Edisto, and rejoin the main column on the north side. Geary and Jackson crossed at Duncan's Bridge and encamped on north side. On the following day, over a good road, the head of the column reached the North Edisto at Jeffcoat's at 2 p.m. The enemy had destroyed the bridge and taken post on the north side with two pieces of artillery. Geary having the advance was ordered to push a strong skirmish <ar98_583> line across, which was accomplished after a loss of 3 killed and 10 wounded. The Michigan Engineers and Mechanics rebuilt the bridge during the night.

February 13, 14, and 15, the general course of the march was north toward Lexington, encamping on 13th at Jeffcoat's, on the Orangeburg Cross-Roads, on 14th at the crossing of road from Jones' Bridge to Congaree Creek, and on 15th at crossing of Two Notch road, a mile and a half from Lexington. Barnum's brigade, of Geary's division, occupied the town. Slight skirmishing with the enemy took place each day. At Congaree Creek a considerable show of opposition was made to gain time to destroy the bridge, which was saved almost entire. On morning of the 16th [hearing] heavy firing in direction of the mouth of Congaree Creek I marched two divisions (Ward's and Jackson's), unencumbered, toward Columbia. When within three miles of the river I received information that the Fifteenth Corps occupied the south bank, opposite Columbia. Encamped the corps by order of Major-General Slocum. On the 17th I moved the corps to the rear of Fourteenth Corps, which was crossing the Saluda at Zion Church. After the passage of the Fourteenth Corps and Kilpatrick's cavalry I crossed my trains during the night, and on the following day moved up behind the Fourteenth Corps and encamped about one mile and a half south of Rockville. On the 19th I moved up to Freshly's Ferry, on Broad River, near the mouth of Wateree Creek, and went into camp to await the crossing of Fourteenth Corps and Kilpatrick's cavalry. On the 20th I crossed Broad River, and taking to the right forded Little River and encamped at Morris' Creek, on the Winnsborough road.

On the following morning I pushed forward to Winnsborough, which was occupied without opposition. Before reaching the place several buildings were seen to be on fire. Geary, who had the advance, was ordered to hurry forward a brigade and, if possible, save the town, which, after much effort, was successfully accomplished. Two of Geary's brigades were put to work destroying the railroad track of the Charlotte and South Carolina Railroad toward White Oak ; Ward's and Jackson's divisions marched through town and encamped on Beaver Dam Creek. On 22d I moved rapidly with an unencumbered division (Ward's) toward Rocky Mount Ferry, on the Wateree, in the hope of cutting the column of Butler's rebel cavalry, reported as marching across our line. The advance reached Rocky Mount Ferry at 3 p.m. without encountering the enemy. Detachments were sent across the river and occupied the east bank without opposition. The trains, including nearly 250 cavalry wagons, which have been in my charge during the entire march, were delayed during the whole night by heavy hills and bad roads. The pontoon wagons were got up by 4.30 p.m. February 23, the bridge being laid and the steep, rocky road on each end repaired as far as practicable, I began crossing the trains at 7 a.m. The rain in the afternoon made the hillsides almost impassable after dark. I encamped the troops about five miles from the river toward Hanging Rock Post-Office. On the 24th I marched in heavy rain about three miles, and having struck a cross-road occupied by Seventeenth Corps I received orders to encamp for the day. On the 25th detachments were sent out to repair and corduroy the roads ahead. On the 26th the corps was marched to Hanging Rock Post-Office, where we halted during the 27th, sending the trains across Hanging Rock Creek. February 28, the march to-day for the first five miles was over a very heavy, spongy road, making a corduroy necessary for every rod. The bridge over Little Lynch's Creek was uninjured. Ward's division <ar98_584> encamped at this point; Geary and Jackson at Clyburn's Store, two miles and a half farther on. The Eighty-second Illinois Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Salomon, was sent forward to the Big Lynch and secured the bridge (Miller's) at Ferily's Ford.

March 1, the corps crossed Lynch's Creek at Miller's Bridge; Ward's and Geary's divisions encamped early in the afternoon at Brewer's Cross-Roads; Jackson three miles ahead at Johnson's, on Chesterfield road. March 2, I moved Jackson's division, uneneumbered, at 6 o'clock for the purpose of securing two bridges over Thompson's Creek, near Chesterfield; Geary and Ward followed with trains. After crossing Big Black, Little Black, and Smith's Mill Creek, Jackson had reached within two males of Chesterfield, when his advance was arrested by the sharp fire of a strong line of rebel skirmishers. Two regiments of Selfridge's brigade with two in support, were deployed promptly and the whole rebel force chased on the double-quick through Chesterfield. Hawley was sent to the left and secured the upper bridge, but slightly damaged. Selfridge followed down to the lower bridge and was opened upon by the rebel artillery and sharpshooters from the north bank of the creek. Major Reynolds, chief of artillery, put two sections in position and soon silenced the rebel artillery. Selfridge's sharpshooters effectually covered the bridge, and the attempt to fire it failed. One bent was destroyed on the north end, which was easily replaced the next morning. Prisoners reported a brigade of infantry and several regiments of cavalry opposing us. March 3, Robinson's brigade was sent across the upper bridge to get in rear of such rebel forces as were disputing the passage below. The enemy left, however, without awaiting the movement. Jackson's division was ordered to cross and move toward Cheraw. He was but a few miles on the march before the order was countermanded from information that the place was occupied by our troops. He was recalled, and encamped at Powell's, toward Sneedsborough. On the following morning the whole corps marched to the vicinity of Sneedsborough over very bad roads, saturated into quicksands by the heavy rains of several preceding days. Little and Big Westfield and other bad creeks were crossed on the march. The Fourteenth Corps moved to our right with pontoons and began construction of bridge. On the 5th the camp was not moved. On the 6th, having received permission to cross the corps at Cheraw, I moved at 8 a.m., and reached Cheraw at 1 p.m.; halted for the passage of Corse's division, Fifteenth Corps, until 4 p.m., and continued crossing the corps and trains during the night. The leading divisions encamped four miles out. On the 7th the corps moved forward fifteen miles, crossing Mark's Creek, and encamping at Mark's Station, on Wilmington, Charleston and Rutherford Railroad. One of Geary's brigades destroyed about two miles of the track. I found the railroad finished only about two miles above our camp.

March 8, after marching about five miles I struck the leading division of the Fourteenth Corps and was obliged to make a new road for two miles and bridge and corduroy Gum Creek and Swamp. It rained heavily in the afternoon, making the roads of a most spongy character. I encamped Jackson's division six miles from McFarland's Bridge, sending forward Robinson's brigade to secure the crossing at Lumber Creek. During the night, receiving a report from Robinson that the bridge had been destroyed several days previously, I ordered Jackson to march his whole division at daylight to repair roads and bridges. In the morning I found that Mill Creek had swollen into a large stream, and Lumber Creek, with its overflow, into a formidable river, requiring <ar98_585> a substantial bridge over 150 feet in length. By 3 p.m. the bridges and long corduroys were finished and Jackson's division, with its train, crossed. At 5 p.m. the rain began to fall in torrents, submerging everything, floating away the corduroy, and turning the roads into creeks and quagmires. The fields were so saturated that trains could not be parked.

March 10, Buffalo Creek, ordinarily a mere rivulet, was so swollen by the heavy rain of last night that the head of the column was detained for hours to construct a crossing. After great labor by the whole command in corduroying the entire way (ten miles), the head of column reached Rockfish Creek at 3.30 p.m., and found a stream with its overflow requiring a bridge 330 feet in length. The pontoon train was brought up and by the use of its material and the lumber of an unoccupied building the bridge was completed during the night. March 11, I moved Ward's division at daylight to corduroy and repair the road. At 10 a.m. I received an order from Major-General Slocum, commanding Left Wing, to bring forward two divisions and pontoon train. I detached Ward and Jackson, leaving the train with Geary; crossing Nicholson and Puppy Creeks, I struck across to the Albemarle plank road, a mile or so west of Little Rockfish Creek, and encamped the two divisions within two miles of Fayetteville about 6 p.m. Geary brought up the trains before midnight. On the 12th the corps remained in camp. March 13, marched the corps in review order through Fayetteville, and, crossing Cape Fear River on a pontoon bridge, encamped four miles out toward Kyle's Landing. March 14, the corps remained in camp. Cogswell's brigade, Ward's division, was sent to reconnoiter toward Averasborough and Black Creek. It had a sharp skirmish on both lines, losing 1 man killed and 2 wounded. March 15, I resumed march toward Averasborough with Ward's and Jackon's divisions, having, pursuant to orders, detached all trains (except a portion of ordnance wagons) toward Cox's Bridge with Geary's division. I encamped in the afternoon, amidst a pouring rain, between Silver Run and Taylor's Hole Creek. Kilpatrick's cavalry passed to the front and reported a strong infantry skirmish line. Hawley's brigade was sent forward after dark to support the cavalry. March 16, I moved Ward's division at 6 a.m. to repair roads, which were literally impassable without corduroying. At 7.30 a.m. I received a message from General Kilpatrick that he found the enemy in his front in force and intrenched. I immediately ordered Ward to march his division, unencumbered, and Jackson to send forward a brigade, leaving the wagons with one brigade, Hawley's brigade being already at the front. The head of Ward's division, after a march of about five miles, arrived at the rear of Hawley's position about 9.30 a.m. He was ordered to relieve Hawley's brigade which had been on duty during the night and engaged in skirmishing pretty severely during the morning. The whole of Ward's division formed line of battle across and to the left of the main road. Jackson's brigades prolonged the line to the right as fast as his brigades arrived on the ground, relieving the cavalry, which massed on the extreme right. Selfridge's brigade, which was ordered up from the train, was severely attacked while moving into position by a large force of the enemy attempting to turn our right. He handsomely repulsed the attack and the cavalry made a gallant dash, which was rendered in a measure fruitless by the swampy and miry nature of the ground.

As soon as Ward's and a portion of Jackson's divisions were in position the former was ordered to feel toward the left and find the right <ar98_586> flank of the enemy. In the meantime three batteries of artillery were placed by Major Reynolds, chief of artillery, in an excellent position on a slight elevation within 500 yards of the enemy's breast-works. The practice of these batteries was very superior; one limber was blown up, several artillery horses killed, and the crest of the rifle-pit embankment pierced in several places, killing and wounding several of the enemy. While this execution was being done by the artillery, Colonel Case, commanding First Brigade, Ward's division, having found the enemy's right flank, charged down the line on a double-quick, driving the rebels out at a run. Two pieces of artillery, one 12-pounder gun and one 12-pounder howitzer, with limbers and harness complete, one caisson, and three good artillery horses were captured. Major Reynolds turned one of the captured guns upon the flying enemy and expended upon them all the ammunition found in the chests of both. As soon as Case's brigade appeared on the rebel flank I ordered the whole line to advance. The enemy attempted to make a stand in a second line, but without success. He was pursued as rapidly as the miry nature of the ground would permit for about a mile, where he was found more strongly intrenched behind swampy and partly overflowed ground, with his flanks apparently resting upon and protected by the swamps of Black River and a small marshy creek tributary to the Cape Fear River. His position covered the Bentonville road. The rebel skirmishers were rapidly driven into their works and our line pushed up to within a few hundred yards. I was ordered to await the arrival of the Fourteenth Corps before assaulting these works, which evidently covered a larger force than the two divisions of this corps. The heavy condition of the roads delayed the arrival of the Fourteenth Corps so that it was not got into position on my left until late in the afternoon, at which time the rain was again falling heavily. Further attack was therefore deferred until morning, when it was discovered that the rebels were gone. Ward's division was sent in pursuit as far as Averasborough, where it was ordered to halt for the night. The enemy left in his retreat one caisson, several ambulances with wounded, and at Averasborough over thirty wounded men, who were paroled. They also destroyed several wagons.

In this engagement the corps took 175 prisoners, 60 of whom were wounded, and by order paroled and left in hospital. There were buried on the field by the provost-marshals of the corps 128, making a total loss to the enemy of men that fell into our hands of 303; this includes 7 officers buried on the field. All of their wounded except those wholly disabled got away, as did all the wounded behind their third line of intrenchments. By some misunderstanding the ground where the assault was made on Selfridge's brigade was not examined. It is known that the rebels left many dead there, and that they buried many behind their last intrenchments. I estimate the loss inflicted on the rebels by this corps at 800 men at least. The loss in killed and wounded in the corps was 438; there were none missing.  Several valuable officers were killed and several severely wounded. Their names will appear in the lists forwarded herewith.

On the afternoon of the 17th the corps was moved up to Black Creek, following Fourteenth Corps, and encamped on west side. On the 18th I followed Fourteenth Corps toward Bentonville; the crossing of Black River was exceedingly difficult, the bridge constantly giving out. The roads beyond were so cut up that almost every foot required corduroy-ing. The two divisions of the corps with incredible labor moved twelve miles and encamped on Lee's plantation. March 19, I moved in the morning  at 6 o'clock, sending Hawley's brigade in advance, the other brigades of Jackson's division and Ward's entire division with the trains, which had been increased by nearly all the ordnance wagons on the corps, and a long line of ambulances and wagons filled with wounded. At the road crossing, east of Mingo Creek, I was preparing, pursuant to orders, to send forward the trains and to cover the rear with my whole command, when information was brought me that the Fourteenth Corps was seriously engaged with what was then supposed to be a large cavalry force supported by a large body of infantry. I ordered Jackson to send-forward his two leading brigades--Hawley's and Robinson's.

It was now past noon and the artillery firing, apparently five miles in advance, increasing in rapidity. I ordered all of Jackson's division forward. As I rode to the front information came fast that the rebel infantry was in large force, and orders to hurry up the whole command. Ward, whose division was scattered for miles along the mud-bound train, was ordered forward to bring up the ammunition wagons with one brigade, leaving a regiment to cover the cross-road. All the troops moved rapidly. Hawley's, the leading brigade of Jackson's division, reached the ground about 2 p.m. and was put in position at right angles with the main road along the interior ridge of woods occupied by left of Fourteenth Corps on the farm of Mr. Draper. Robinson's brigade, which followed immediately, was sent up to occupy a position between two brigades of Carlin's division, Fourteenth Corps. While these movements were going on cavalrymen and foragers from the left reported that large bodies of the enemy's infantry were moving to our left and were within a mile of the field upon which our trains were parking. Hawley was ordered to change front and move to the left, and two regiments of Robinson's brigade were ordered to re.enforce him, leaving but three regiments with Robinson. Hardly were these dispositions made before the enemy attacked Carlin's left brigade, and, rolling it up, fell in overwhelming force upon Robinson's three regiments. He at once ordered his command to fall back. They rallied promptly in a new line a few hundred yards in rear, near the line first taken by Hawley's brigade. One of his regiments (One hundred and forty-third New York) was sent back to him and the other (Eighty-second Illinois) placed on Hawley's right refused, so as to cover a marshy interval between the two brigades. Selfridges brigade was placed in a second line behind Robinson, and the brigades of Ward now coming up were posted so as to prolong Hawley's line to the left. The left was refused so as to oblige the enemy, evidently bent on attacking, to draw out and weaken his line in seeking our flank. Major Reynolds placed all the batteries of the corps in a felicitous position, commanding the interval between Robinson's and Hawley's brigades, and the open ground several hundred yards in breadth, between the first and second lines. These dispositions were scarcely made before the enemy renewed his attack. A heavy column moved into the interval between Robinson and Hawley, but was driven back in great discomfiture by the artillery and the infantry cross-fire from Hawley's right and Robinson's left. Five times the enemy renewed these assaults, mainly upon Robinson's brigade and the right of Hawley's, and they were continued until after dark; each time they were repulsed without the necessity of re-enforcing the front line.

While these assaults were being made Cogswell's brigade, of Ward's division, was sent to fill a gap in the line of Fourteenth Corps. While marching to his position he struck a rebel column moving to turn the left of Morgan's division, which he at once attacked, driving it back  and cutting off parts of two regiments, which fell into the hands of Fourteenth Corps. Cogswell was hotly engaged until 8.30 p.m., at which time the enemy withdrew, leaving many of his dead and wounded on the field.

The casualties of the corps in this engagement were 14 killed, 168 wounded, and 52 missing, most of whom on the skirmish line fell into the hands of the enemy at the time the left brigade, Fourteenth Corps, and Robinson's three regiments were driven back. Only thirty-three rebel dead (including one major) are reported as buried by this corps. A change of position during the night and following morning placed a portion of the ground covered by this corps in possession of troops of the Fourteenth Corps. Fifty-two prisoners are reported turned over to the provost-marshal of the corps.

During the night Geary was ordered to bring up two brigades of his division, leaving one with the corps trains, which were about seven miles distant on our right. He arrived with Barnum's and Pardee's brigades at daylight the following morning. Selfridge's brigade relieved Robinson's in the front line. Ward's division was posted so as to make connection with Jackson's left. The First Michigan Engineers and Mechanics were placed on Ward's left and the whole line well intrenched.

On the morning of the 20th two brigades of Ward's division were sent to the left and front toward Mill Creek bridge. A strong line of rebel works was found extending to the creek. These brigades intrenched and remained in an advanced position covered by the cavalry on the left. It rained hard during the day. March 22, it was discovered at daylight that the enemy had retreated.

I was ordered to move the corps toward Troublefield's Store and take the road toward Cox's Bridge over the Neuse River. I encamped at night at the cross roads near Falling Creek. I crossed the bridge the following day in rear of Fourteenth Corps, and, passing through Terry's corps, lying on both sides the river, I encamped at Beaver Creek. At midnight I moved the trains toward Goldsborough and followed with the troops at daybreak. Passing through the town in order of review I took up position on the north side two miles distant, across the Weldon railroad, between Fourteenth and Seventeenth Corps. The corps remains in the same position at date of this report. Counting the day on which the First Division crossed the Savannah River and moved toward Purysburg the campaign lasted sixty-seven days, in twenty-one days of which it rained. The main trains moved by the odometer measurement 456.10 miles. The headquarters marched, by memoranda kept by the staff, 465 miles.


It is estimated by the chief quartermaster that at least three-fifths of the distance traveled by the trains, 275 miles, was corduroyed. The average distance marched for each marching day was ten miles and a third. During the campaign we have captured 19 rebel officers and 333 enlisted men, and received as deserters from the enemy 98, and Federal prisoners of war, who had entered the rebel service, 19; 585 negroes have been forwarded to the coast, which embraces but a small portion (estimated at 2,000) of those who followed the corps. The corps has destroyed thirty-two miles of railroad track, burned by authority 21,950 bales of cotton, not including large quantities destroyed by foragers and others on the flanks at a long distance from our line of march. I estimate that at least 500 cotton gins and presses were burned, and over 20,000 barrels of resin, with at least 50 resin and turpentine factories, and many saw and flouring mills, which had been used for the rebel service.  

Capt. H. M. Whittelsey, acting chief quartermaster, reports the number of animals and quartermaster's supplies taken from the country as follows:

Horses 
....
858

Mules 
....
1,252

Corn 
pounds
2, 588, 902

Hay 
do 
10, 500

Fodder 
do 
2, 219, 001

This estimate embraces only what has been taken up and reported to him. Of the hundreds of animals which have been taken from the country to supply [the places of] the broken-down animals in the wagon and pack trains, and those not reported at the date of his estimate, only an approximate account can be made. Nearly 700 of these animals have been killed. It would be a low estimate, therefore, to state that at least 2,000 horses and 3,000 mules were taken from the country during the campaign, and that the quartermaster's statement of forage taken should be at least doubled.

Lieut. Col. G. W. Balloch, chief commissary, makes the following estimate of commissary supplies taken from the country:

Ham 

pounds
100, 000

Corn meal 
do 
720, 000

Fresh beef 
do 
706,250

Bacon and pork 
do 
650, 000

Salt 
do 
30, 750

Miscellaneous stores taken and issued as reported by brigade commissaries:

Sirup 
gallons
4, 000

Whisky 
do 
96

Sweet potatoes
bushels
3, 200

Beans 
do 
290

Pease 
do 
86

Honey 
pounds
500

These items cover but a fraction of what was taken and used by the men. Large quantities of sirup and sugar, it is known, were daily taken and used without reporting. No reasonable estimate can be made of the sheep, pigs, poultry, honey, and like articles of farms taken by foragers.

There were taken and reported:

Cattle


4, 433

Slaughtered 

2, 825

On hand March 27 
1, 608

I have the honor to be, major, your obedient servant,

A. S. WILLIAMS, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding.
Maj. R. P. DECHERT, 

A. A. G., Left Wing, Army of Georgia.
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HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI,
In the Field, Savannah, January 17, 1865.
 Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Commanding South Atlantic Squadron, off Charleston:
DEAR ADMIRAL: I have this moment received your note of the 16th instant, with the letter and roll of charts from Admiral Porter. I send you herewith a letter to Admiral Porter, which I beg you will send him at your earliest convenience, but it is not of enough importance to detach a ship. I regret exceedingly the loss of the monitor Patapsco, <ar99_68> especially that she carried down so many valuable lives. Admiral Porter thinks he and General Terry can take Fort Fisher, or at all events occupy the peninsula above it and cut it off from Wilmington. Of this we shall hear soon, as he proposed to renew the attack on the 13th or 14th, and in case of taking Fort Fisher he would send to Charles ton all his fleet, save enough to blockade Wilmington and keep up communications for the troops on shore. Otherwise he could hold on there to engage the attention of the enemy about there, to keep them from me. You will have heard that we took Pocotaligo on the 15th, according to my plans, and we now have the Seventeenth Corps, General Blair, strongly intrenched on the railroad. I would by this time also have had my Left Wing at Sister's Ferry, but have been, and still am, delayed by the non-arrival of our stores necessary to fill our wagons. I will get all the army in motion. The first installment of General Grover's division, which is to garrison Savannah, has just arrived and all will be in to-morrow. I would prefer you should run no risk at all. When we are known to be in rear of Charleston, about Branchville and Orangeburg, it will be well to watch if the enemy lets go of Charleston, in which case Foster will occupy it, otherwise the feint should be about Bull's Bay. We will need no cover about Port Royal; nothing but the usual guard shills. I think you will concur with me that, in anticipation of the movement of my army to the rear of the coast, it will be unwise to subject your ships to the heavy artillery of the enemy or his sunken torpedoes. I will instruct Foster, when he knows I have got near Branchville, to make a landing of a small  force at Bull's Bay, to threaten, and it may be occupy, the road from Mount Pleasant to Georgetown. This will make the enemy believe I design to turn down against Charleston and give me a good offing for Wilmington. I will write you  again fully on the eve of starting in person.

Your friend,

 W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-general.
HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI,
In the Field, Savannah, January 17, 1865.
 Admiral D. D. PORTER, 
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, off Wilmington:
DEAR ADMIRAL: I am this moment in receipt of your letter of January 12, with the roll of maps, for which I am much obliged. I hope you will succeed at Fisher, as it will set free much of your fleet for other purposes; but if Terry does not assault he should occupy the peninsula at the narrow neck represented on the map, about four miles north of Fisher, with a strong line looking to the rear, and a battery of 20-pounder Parrotts commanding the channel of Cape Fear River. I know that the enemy would not naturally keep in Fort Fisher to exceed 500 or 600 men, and they could be held there. Still, if he takes it, it settles that matter, and the majority of his troops could return to Grant or re-enforce New Berne and work out toward Kinston. I will send my railroad man, W. W. Wright, up to New Berne, and can send any number of cars and locomotives, so that we can use that road back to Kinston and Goldsborough. We have also a good deal of railroad iron. Pursuant to my plan, the Seventeenth Corps got Pocotaligo and railroad on the 15th, and I would now be in motion for Branch-ville and Orangeburg, only stores have been delayed by the storms of <ar99_69> the past month. But the possession of Pocotaligo and road back to Beaufort, and also from here forward to Hardeeville, gives me a clear start and I will be off as soon as I can get bread enough to load my wagons. The division of Grover, sent by Grant to hold Savannah, has begun to arrive, so I can take with me my entire army.

I have studied the maps well and like the appearance of New Berne and Goldsborough and Would like New Berne held with all tenacity. If Lee sees the points he may try to checkmate me there, and if you have anything to do with it hold fast to New Berne with the tenacity of life. I explained its importance to the Secretary of War, who promised to run in there and attend to it. I am rejoiced that the current of events has carried Butler to Lowell, where he should have stayed and confined his bellicose operations to the factory girls. He always struck me as a mighty man of words but little in deeds of personal valor. We will be along soon and the braggart Carolinians will find in our Western boys a different kind of metal. See how easy we took McAllister and Pocotaligo, that have defied the East. The latter cost us less than ten lives. I will make a good ready, and then stand from under. I shall account it a happy day if I stand once more on your deck. The world shall not be grieved at little jealousies, for we feel a just pride in the pure courage and patriotism of each other. I will write you again before I again dive out of sight and hearing.

Very truly, your friend,

 W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General.
Confidential instructions to Maj. Gen. A. H. Terry, or the Commanding Officer U.S. Forces, Wilmington, N. C.
General Sherman's plans contemplate a devastating march through South Carolina and into North Carolina. He will draw his supplies from the coast, receiving them by different rivers in South Carolina, and when he arrives in North Carolina, from Wilmington and from New Berne. His army has now commenced moving. Full and definite instructions have been given to General Palmer, at New Berne. Less definite instructions are given to you, because it is not certain that Wilmington may be taken at the time General Sherman arrives in North Carolina, and also that you be prepared to take efficient independent action. What I wish attained by this information is a vigilant watch for General Sherman's appearance in your vicinity about the 15th of February, and as great a preparation on your part for the purpose of aiding him. The supplies for his army will come from here in transports loaded for the purpose. There are many things, however, which you can do to facilitate the transmission of these supplies to his army when it arrives. These preparations should have in view the fact that his army numbers 70,000 men and 40,000 animals. If Wilmington be taken you will occupy as much of the railroad toward Manchester as possible, and guard as many of the bridges in that direction as you can. In fact, the same order holds good in regard to the Goldsborough railroad and the railroad through Lumberton and Rockingham toward Charlotte. If Wilmington be not taken of course you can do nothing of this kind, but must be on the watch and ready to act when required. The utmost secrecy must be observed in regard to this. The enemy may suspect the locality of General Sherman's route, but nothing should transpire to lead them to any conclusion as to his real objects or the points at which he is to get supplies.

Relying upon your discretion in this matter, I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 J. G. FOSTER, 
--------------

General HOWARD, 
Commanding Right Wing:
GENERAL: Yours of this date is received.(*) I would like to have Blair try and stampede the guard at the Congaree bridge by a semblance of attack, for which purpose one division to the rear of his trains would cover them all, leaving one to advance on the bridge, burning only the trestles, whilst the other confines its attention to twisting bars. Corse and Woods are now within five or six miles of Sandy Run. I think you can put all the Fifteenth across Sandy Run to-mor-row, and Blair's train and division to Sandy Creek Post-Office, where the Orangeburg and State roads meet. One more march, viz, the day after to-morrow, will bring us easily up abreast of Columbia. Captain Audenried in riding ahead today captured a rebel lieutenant just out of Columbia, and, passing himself off as a rebel, extracted from him much information. The force now at Columbia is small and the people are not expecting us now, thinking that Augusta or Charleston are our objectives. I think Slocum will be abreast of Columbia to-morrow. I will keep with the leading division of this corps.

Yours,

 W. T. SHERMAN, 
 Major-General, Commanding.
P. S.--If you want more roads beyond Sandy Creek you can depend on any number to the left. The country is poor pine land and full of farm roads. To-day the road was perfect and there seemed any number running to every point of the compass.

 S. 
SPECIAL FIELD ORDERS No. 39.
 HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT AND
ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE,
Near Congaree Creek, S. C., February 15, 1865.
The movement to-morrow will be a continuation of to-day's operations. The Fifteenth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. John A. Logan commanding, will hold the right and work forward toward Columbia. The <ar99_430> Seventeenth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. F. P. Blair commanding, will bridge the Congaree Creek near his present position and close up on the left of the Fifteenth Army Corps. All trains will close up on their respective corps as soon as the roads are in readiness. The pontoon train will move forward and park near the Fifteenth Army Corps.

By order of Maj. Gen. O. O. Howard:

 A. M. VAN DYKE,  Assistant Adjutant-General.
HDQRS. MIL. DIV. OF THE MISSISSIPPI,
 In the Field, near Columbia, S. C.,
February 16, 1865.
The next series of movements will be on Fayetteville, N. C., and thence to Wilmington or Goldsborough, according to events. Great care must be exercised in collecting forage and food, and at the same time in covering the wagon trains from cavalry dashes.

I. General Howard will cross the Saluda and Broad Rivers as near their mouths as possible, occupy Columbia, destroy the public buildings, railroad property, manufacturing and machine shops, but will spare libraries and asylums and private dwellings. He will then move to Winnsborough, destroying en route utterly that section of the railroad. He will also cause all bridges, trestles, water-tanks, and depots on the railroad back to the Wateree to be burned, switches broken, and such other destruction as he can find time to accomplish consistent with the proper celerity. For movements of his army he will select roads that cross the Wateree to the south of Lancaster.

II. Generals Slocum and Kilpatrick will cross the Saluda River near Mount Zion, and the Broad River below or at Alston, and will cause the destruction of the bridge at Alston and the railroad back toward Columbia as far as possible, aiming to be in communication with Winnsborough by the time General Howard reaches that point. They will study to get roads in the direction of Lancaster, and should they have any spare time on reaching the Great Northern Railroad they will prolong the break in the direction north of Winnsborough.

III. Col. O. M. Poe, chief engineer, will cause the First Regiment Michigan Engineers to accompany the Right Wing, and have it destroy as much of the railroad from Columbia northward through and beyond Winnsborough as possible, working in concert with any troops he may find employed at that work. <ar99_445> 

IV. The general-in-chief will be with the left division of the Right Wing, or right division of the Left Wing, or as near the center of the army as possible, and will from time to time advise commanding officers of his whereabouts. He also expects the fullest possible reports of subordinate commanders. In the absence of specific orders the Right Win g will be the " column of direction," and will aim for Winnsborough, Cheraw, Fayetteville, &c.

By order of Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman:

 L. M. DAYTON, 
 Assistant Adjutant-General.
-----
HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI,
 In the Field, February 16, 1865.
 Major-General HOWARD: 

DEAR GENERAL: I see the bridge over Broad burning. It is very important that you effect a crossing to-night. If necessary, get over the Saluda the bulk of the Fifteenth Corps, then take up enough pontoons to finish one across the Broad. Send an officer with the inclosed note to General Slocum, who can send you ten before daylight. Slocum can cross Broad River as high up as Alston and thereby use his bridges at one day's interval.

Yours,

 W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General.
Send the inclosed by an officer to conduct the pontoons.

[Inclosure.]
HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI,
In the Field, February 16, 1865.
 Major-General SLOCUM: 

GENERAL: General Howard has to pass Saluda and Broad Rivers at the same time, requiring more bridging than he has. I send this through him that he may note on it how many he wants. I suppose you can spare ten, as you will be able to remove that over the Saluda before you pass the Broad. In case Howard calls for any pontoons he will conduct them to the point where he needs them.

Yours, truly,

 W. T. SHERMAN, 
 Major-General, Commanding.
-----
SPECIAL ORDERS No. 17.
 HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT AND
ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE,
Beaufort, S. C., February 16, 1865.
*          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *

III. Lieut. Col. C. H. Howard, aide-de-camp, staff of the major-general commanding, will immediately proceed to Savannah, Ga., on public business; which completed, he will, should the opportunity be afforded, proceed to the army in the field and report to the major-general commanding. If the way is not open, he will return to these headquarters. Government transports will furnish him the necessary transportation.

By order of Maj. Gen. O. O. Howard:

 SAML. L. TAGGART, 
Assistant Adjutant-General.
 <ar99_446> 

SPECIAL FIELD ORDERS No. 40.
 HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT AND
ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE,
Near Congaree Creek, S.C., February 16, 1865.
*          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *

V. The following will be the movements of this command to-morrow: The Fifteenth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. John A. Logan commanding, will cross the Broad River and take up position beyond the Charlotte and South Carolina Railroad, facing eastward, and be prepared to destroy the road from the city fifteen miles southward. The Seventeenth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. F. P. Blair commanding, following the Fifteenth Army Corps, will take up position on the west side of the railroad, facing northward, and be prepared to destroy the railroad from the city toward Winnsborough. The trains of department headquarters will follow the leading division of the Seventeenth Army Corps. Department cattle herd will follow the Seventeenth Army Corps.

By order of Maj. Gen. O. O. Howard:

 A.M. VAN DYKE, 
 Assistant Adjutant-General.
-----
HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
On Congaree Creek, S.C., February 16, 1865.
 Major BURKHARDT, 
Commanding Twenty-ninth Missouri Mounted Infantry:
MAJOR: I am directed by the general commanding to instruct you to move your command to this point. Leave about one-third of your mounted men on this side of the river to picket the different roads leading into our park, and with the rest of your command cross the creek and push off to the left to make connection with the other corps moving in that direction.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 MAX. WOODHULL, 
 Assistant Adjutant-General.
-----
HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
On Congaree Creek, S.C., February 16, 1865.
 Capt. A.M. VAN DYKE, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department and Army of the Tennessee :
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to forward the inclosed note from Major-General Woods with reference to the movements of the enemy for the information of the major-general commanding. As will be seen, we have advanced our skirmish line and now occupy the works of the rebels discovered in our front last night. The general has gone to the front.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 MAX. WOOHULL, 
 Assistant Adjutant-General.
 <ar99_447> 

[Inclosure.]
HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION,
February 16, 1865.
 Maj. MAX. WOODHULL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Army Corps:
MAJOR: In obedience to your orders I advanced my skirmishers at daylight this a.m. There is no enemy in my front. My skirmishers are in the deserted rebel works on the left.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

 C. R. WOODS, 
 Brevet Major-General.
-----
HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
On Broad River, S.C., February 16, 1865.
 Bvt. Maj. Gen. C. R. WOODS, 
Commanding First Division, Fifteenth Army Corps:
GENERAL: I want you to put one of your brigades across the river in small boats as rapidly as possible. When across they will throw up a bridge-head, so as to completely protect the pontoon bridge to be laid, and push their skirmishers out as far as they can without endangering them too much; also, have your pioneers at work fixing the road on both sides of the river and assist in laying the bridge. Please give this your personal attention and the laying of the bridge your supervision, so that you may cross early in the morning into Columbia.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 JOHN A. LOGAN, 
Major-General.
-----
HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Broad River, S.C., February 16, 1865.
 Maj. MAX. WOODHULL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Army Corps:
MAJOR: I respectfully report that at daylight this morning I pushed my skirmishers forward, as was directed in your communication last night, but found no enemy in my front. Moving during the morning in rear of the Second Division I halted for a short time and took position on the State road, near the crossing of the Congaree, when receiving orders I again moved out in rear of the Second Division. The road, however, was so crowded with trains I was unable to reach the ground assigned me until after dark. My troops are encamped, two brigades front, on the river bluff, just above the Factory road. One of my brigades, the Third, is crossing over in the pontoon boats, intending to cover the laying of the pontoons at this point. My headquarters are near the right of my line.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 C. R. WOODS, 
 Brevet Major-General.
-----
HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
On Broad River, S. C., February 16, 1865.
 Bvt. Maj. Gen. C. R. WOODS, 
Commanding First Division, Fifteenth Army Corps:
GENERAL: General Logan having received instructions from Major-General Howard to effect a crossing of the Broad River as soon as possible <ar99_448> and to push a brigade into Columbia to-night directs me to request you to push one of your brigades across the stream and throw up a bridge-head covering the crossing. Leaving a sufficient guard in this work, you will please push this brigade into Columbia along the direct road, so that the city may be occupied by daylight. In making this movement you will please instruct the commanding officer of your advance brigade to move cautiously on the city with a good advance guard and flankers thrown out along the column. Should he meet with too serious opposition he will fall back slowly on the bridge-head and there hold his position. It will be understood, however, that the opposition must be serious, as it is necessary to occupy the city by an early hour to-morrow. As soon as the bridge has been laid you will please cross the rest of your command and move in support of your advance brigade.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 MAX. WOODHULL, 
 Assistant Adjutant-General.
-----
HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Columbia, S.C., February 16, 1865.
 Maj. MAX. WOODHULL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General:
I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders I sent forward my skirmish line at daylight this morning, and that they found the country west of the Congaree and Saluda Rivers evacuated by the enemy. At 8 a.m. the division moved opposite Columbia, and soon after to the crossing of the Saluda, near Saluda Factory, where two regiments were crossed in boats, driving away the enemy, and afterwards the entire division crossed and pushed on to the Broad, but failed to save the bridge. Early this morning two men were wounded from the shots of the enemy across the Congaree River. My headquarters are at the white house, about a half mile west of the Broad River.

I am, respectfully,

 W. B. HAZEN, 
Major-General.
-----
SPECIAL ORDERS No. 43.
HDQRS. SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Columbia, S.C., February 16, 1865.
Division commanders will cause their white pioneer corps to report at once to Captain Kossak, chief engineer, at the houses that are near the battery that is playing on the city.

II. Division commanders will cause all animals in their commands ridden by unauthorized persons to be seized at the crossing of the Broad River. They will dispose of the serviceable animals in their batteries, escort companies, trains, and quartermaster's department. The worthless ones will be shot.

III. The following are the orders for to-morrow:

Maj. Gen. J. A. Mower, commanding First Division, will have the advance in crossing the river, and will be prepared to move at daylight, but will not move until he receives orders.

Brig. Gen. M. F. Force, commanding Third Division, will be prepared to move at 7 o'clock, and will follow the First Division. <ar99_449> 

Bvt. Maj. Gen. O. A. Smith, commanding Fourth, Division, will be prepared to move at 8 o'clock, and will follow the Third Division.

The trains will move with their respective divisions.

By command of Maj. Gen. F. P. Blair:

 C. CADLE, JR., 
 Assistant Adjutant-General.
-----
SPECIAL FIELD ORDERS No. 11.
HDQRS. FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Zion Church, S.C., February 16, 1865.
The corps will move to-morrow as follows:

General Carlin will move at 6 a.m., taking the main road from Columbia up the Saluda River via the Dutch Church; at that point taking the right-hand road until nearly opposite Eleazar or Rockville Post-Office, and thence striking across to that point.

General Morgan will move at 6 a.m., crossing the Saluda River, and taking the road via South Oakville Post-Office and Metts', and opposite the mouth of Wateree Creek, or Freshly's, at which point he will receive further instructions.

General Baird, with the trains of the corps, will move at 7 a.m. on the direct road to Columbia until he reaches Draft's house; thence take the left-hand road, via this point, and, crossing the river, will take the road used by General Morgan's division.

Corps headquarters train, with the reserve artillery and ammunition train, the First Michigan Engineers, and the pontoon train, will move at 7 in the rear of General Morgan's division.

By order of Bvt. Maj. Gen. J. C. Davis:

 A. C. McCLURG, 
 Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.
-----
ORDERS.]     HEADQUARTERS TWENTIETH CORPS,
Near Columbia, S.C., February 16, 1865.
This command will march to-morrow to Zion Church as follows: First Division at 8 a.m., Second Division at 9 a.m., Third Division at 10 a.m. Each division will cover its own train. General Jackson will march one unencumbered brigade in the advance. General Ward will march two regiments as rear guard. One section of artillery will accompany the rear guard; the balance of the artillery will march immediately in rear of the advance brigade. The Michigan Engineers, with their trains, will follow the artillery, starting at 8 a.m.

By command of Brevet Major-General Williams:

 CHAS. MOYER, 
 Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
-----
HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY COMMAND,
In the Field, Lexington, S.C., February 16, 1865.
 Major-General SHERMAN: 

GENERAL: I have at my headquarters a discharged Confederate soldier, who left Richmond Saturday evening last at 6 p.m. He left Columbia yesterday evening. He reports R. E. Lee and Longstreet stopping at the Palmetto House. He thinks that, all told, militia and regular troops, the enemy has not over 20,000 effective men. Only a portion of S. D. Lee's corps is in Columbia. Longstreet's corps, or a portion of it, was expected, but Grant's attack on Burgess' and Armstrong's Mills, near Petersburg, delayed the departure. A large portion of Wheeler's cavalry is now in and around Columbia; the remaining portion was in my rear at noon to-day, but is at this present moment crossing the river about fifteen miles above this point. Major-General Hampton is in Columbia, with two brigades of cavalry, Butler's and Young's, but not mounted. Their horses are now up in Fairfield District; have been sent for, and are not expected before Sunday. Seventeen hundred Federal officers were yesterday at noon still in Columbia, confined near the asylum. Nearly 20,000 of our prisoners he reports now in a large stockade on the Charlotte and Columbia Railroad ten miles from Columbia. I don't fear Wheeler and Hampton combined, even without supports. Wheeler's men have thrown away and I have destroyed upward of 1,500 stand of arms in the various stampedes my people have given different portions of his command since leaving Sister's Ferry. In the fight near Aiken, in which one of my regiments (the Ninety-second Illinois), one company of the Ninth Michigan, and small detachments from the Ninth and Tenth Ohio, and my staff and escort, were alone engaged against Humes' and Allen's divisions, commanded by Wheeler in person, I lost but 25 men killed and wounded and less than 20 taken prisoners. It was not a general fight, but simply a reconnaissance. This party fell slowly back from Aiken before these two divisions, and at 11 a.m. Wheeler, with one brigade, feigned upon my left flank and charged me, mounted, with his entire command. I occupied a strong position, had no flanks, and he was most handsomely repulsed. His loss before he reached my barricades, in Allen's division alone, according to his official report, was 31 killed and upward of 160 wounded. I took upward of 60 prisoners, and have in my possession 5 battle-flags as proof of our superiority over his cavalry. I am now guarding the country from Wise's Ferry across to and beyond the Two Notch road, and I am scouting the country farther south. I can hear of no force of the enemy in our rear. If I could be thrown across the Saluda I could capture a large number of horses, and should be only too happy to be thrown even across Broad River, when it will take more than Wheeler's cavalry, assisted by Hampton, to keep me off of the Charlotte and Columbia Railroad. I write you this in detail and fully, that you may have the facts in the case. Wheeler has, as usual, reported a victory over my people, whose backs he never yet has seen, and from all that I can learn a portion of our army seems only too willing to believe such reports. Unfortunately for me, Wheeler did not this time have the good fortune to meet and rout, as at Waynesborough, one of our infantry corps.

I am ready, general, for any orders you may have to send me.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 J. KILPATRICK, 
 Brevet Major-General, Commanding Cavalry.
SPECIAL FIELD ORDERS No. 41.
 HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT AND
ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE,
Columbia, S.C., February 17, 1865.
The following operations of this command will take place to-morrow: The Fifteenth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. John A. Logan commanding, commencing at 7 a.m., will complete the destruction of the Southern Branch of the South Carolina Railroad as far south as possible, detailing for that purpose two divisions of his corps. The Seventeenth Corps, Major-General Blair commanding, will commence at 7 a.m. the destruction of the South Carolina Railroad northward toward Winnsborough, using as far as practicable the entire strength of his corps. The track and ties will be torn up and fired, and the First Regiment Engineers Michigan Volunteers, following, will twist the rails. All trains of the army will close up with their respective corps, and as soon as everything is across Broad River the pontoon bridge will be taken up. That part of it belonging to the Left Wing will return, passing up the west bank of the Broad River. The department cattle herd will cross Broad River to-night. Lieut. Col. William E. Strong, chief of staff, will superintend the destruction of the public buildings, cotton, railroad depots, machine-shops, and manufacturing establishments.

By order of Maj. Gen. O. O. Howard:

 A.M. VAN DYKE, 
 Assistant Adjutant-General.
-----
HEADQUARTERS LEFT WING, ARMY OF GEORGIA,
Zion Church, S.C., February 17, 1865.
 Major-General HOWARD, 
Commanding Right Wing:
GENERAL: If you can spare the ten sections of pontoon I would like to have them returned to-night. If you are not through with them please let me know what time to-morrow you will be through with them, as the Twentieth Corps crosses here to-morrow.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 H. W. SLOCUM, 
 Major-General, Commanding.
-----
HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
February 17, 1865--1.30 a.m.
 Maj. MAX. WOODHULL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Army Corps:
MAJOR: The engineers have thus far been unable to throw a line across the river owing to the very rapid current. The Third Brigade is ready at the river bank, and will cross over as soon as the line can be made fast to the other shore. The officer in command of engineer regiment has tried every expedient to throw a line over, but thus far without effect. Before I left camp I made out and sent you the general's daily report. It was then thought that the Third Brigade was crossing in small boats. The colonel of the engineer regiment thinks that by means of anchoring in center of the stream he may be able to get the line over. Just as soon as the boats can pass I will send you word.

By order of Brevet Major-General Woods:

 FRED. H. WILSON, 
 Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
 <ar99_457> 

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
February 17, 1865--5 a.m.
 Maj. MAX. WOODHULL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Army Corps:
MAJOR: The Third Brigade is now crossing over the river in boats. There are some 200 of our troops now on the opposite shore. They are throwing up works to protect the crossing. As soon as the balance of the brigade is over Colonel Stone will immediately move on to Columbia. His brigade will scarcely be able to get started from the other side before daylight.

By order of Brevet Major-General Woods:

 FRED. H. WILSON, 
 Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
-----
 HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Columbia, S.C., February 17, 1865.
 Maj. MAX. WOODHULL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Army Corps:
MAJOR: I respectfully report that at 3 o'clock this morning I began crossing the Third Brigade of my division (Colonel Stone commanding) over the Broad River, using three pontoon boats for the purpose. The process was so difficult that it was 7 o'clock before the brigade reached the opposite shore. Passing through the swamps, with skirmishers well thrown forward, the brigade soon reached the high land, and at once took position on a range of hills looking toward the city. The opposition was but slight. The city soon surrendering, Colonel Stone moved forward and occupied the place, the remainder of my division following as soon as the pontoon bridge was laid. I moved beyond the city, encamping on the east side of the Charlotte and South Carolina Railroad, facing eastward. The troops first entering Columbia were met on the roadside by citizens of every grade, who most unwisely furnished them with great quantities of intoxicating liquors, bringing it out in buckets, cups, and vessels of all description. As a result the confusion prevailing throughout the town was increased tenfold, and at night, in obedience to the direction of the corps commander, the brigade on duty as guards in the town was relieved by the First Brigade, commanded by Brevet Brigadier-General Woods, and every practicable measure was promptly adopted to prevent the spreading of the conflagration that was rapidly extending over the entire town and to arrest the countless villains of every command that were roaming over the streets. As strong patrols as could be furnished by the brigade were distributed throughout the town. My headquarters are at the house of Mr. Stark, at the east end of Senate street.  I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 C. R. WOODS, 
Brevet Major-General.
-----
HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Columbia, S.C., February 17, 1865.
 Maj. MAX. WOODHULL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Army Corps:
MAJOR: The troops first entering Columbia were met on the roadside by citizens of every grade, who most unwisely furnished them with <ar99_458> great quantities of intoxicating liquors, bringing it out in buckets, cups, and vessels of every description. As a result the confusion prevailing throughout the town was increased tenfold, and at night, in obedience to the direction of the corps commander, the brigade on duty as guards in the town was relieved by the First Brigade, commanded by Brevet Brigadier-General Woods, and every practicable measure was promptly adopted to prevent the spreading of the conflagration that was rapidly extending over the entire town, and to arrest the countless villains of every command that were roaming over the streets. As strong patrols as could be furnished by the brigade were distributed throughout the town.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 C. R. WOODS, 
 Brevet Major-General.
[Indorsement. ]
HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Columbia, S.C., February 18, 1865.
Respectfully forwarded to the assistant adjutant-general, Department and Army of the Tennessee, for the information of the commanding general. In addition to the brigade under command of Brevet Brigadier-General Woods ordered into town to relieve that commanded by Colonel Stone, one from the Second Division was placed on provost duty.

 MAX. WOODHULL, 
 Assistant Adjutant-General.
(In temporary absence of the major-general.)
-----
SPECIAL ORDERS No. 31.
 HDQRS. FIRST DIV., 15TH ARMY CORPS,
Near Broad River, S.C., February 17, 1865.
Upon the laying of the pontoons the balance of the division will immediately cross Broad River, closing up with the advance brigade that is now moving over by means of boats. The order of march will be the same as of yesterday, the Third Brigade leading, followed by the battery, First, and Second Brigades. To-day and hereafter during the campaign, unless it be otherwise ordered, regimental trains will invariably march in rear of their respective regiments, the brigade headquarters teams following their brigades. The wagons of extra ammunition will move with division headquarters just after the battery; the ambulance train following the First Brigade, commanded by Brevet Briga-dier-General Woods, commanding.

By order of Bvt. Maj. Gen. C. R. Woods:

 FRED. H. WILSON, 
 Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
-----
HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
February 17, 1865.
 Major-General HAZEN,  U.S. Army,
Commanding Second Division, Fifteenth Army Corps:
GENERAL: Yesterday the general commanding requested Colonel Jones to place a guard over the factory buildings, as it was anticipated that we should use the flooring thereof in constructing the bridge. As there is now no necessity for the guard remaining you may withdraw it.

By order:

 MAX. WOODHULL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General.
 <ar99_459> 

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Columbia, S. C. February 17, 1865.
 Maj. MAX. WOODHULL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Army Corps:
MAJOR: I have the honor to report that this command marched at 3 p.m. to-day in rear of the corps with baggage train, crossing Broad River half a mile from camp on pontoon bridge and reached Columbia at 6.30 p.m. Took a position one mile from the city on the Charlotte and South Carolina Railroad, having marched five miles.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 W. B. HAZEN, 
Major-General.
-----
HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Columbia, S. C., February 16 [17], 1865.
 Maj. MAX. WOODHULL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General :
I have the honor to report that my division broke camp and crossed the Broad River at 4 p.m. to-day, and passing through this city camped one mile below it. My headquarters are at a small wood-colored building at about the center of my troops.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

 W. B. HAZEN, 
Major-General.
-----
HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
On Broad River, S. C., February 17, 1865.
 Maj. M. WOODHULL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Army Corps:
MAJOR: I have the honor to report the operations of this command for yesterday, the 16th instant, as follows: Broke camp at 7 a.m. and moved across Congaree Creek; halted until near noon, then moved to ground occupied in the morning by First Division. Remained at that point until 2 p.m., and then moved to bank of Congaree River, opposite Columbia. At 4 p.m. received orders to follow Fourth Division and cross Saluda River at Saluda Factory; commenced crossing at the earliest possible moment (11 p.m.). The last of the command (except supply trains) arrived at camp near bridge across Broad River at 2 o'clock this p.m. These headquarters are established on the east side of the main road, opposite the left of the division. The troops were, owing to the lateness of the hour, encamped with reference to their comfort.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 JNO. E. SMITH, 
Brevet Major-General.
-----
HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
 Near Columbia, S. C., February 17, 1865.
 Maj. M. WOODHULL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Army Corps:
MAJOR: I have the honor to report the operations of this command for the day, as follows: Broke camp on Broad River at 3 o'clock this p.m., <ar99_460> crossed Broad River at 4 p.m., and marched through the city of Columbia to a position east of the city and railroad and near the latter. The First Brigade is encamped in line, the right connecting with the Fourth and its left with the First Division. The Second Brigade is in line in rear of and parallel With the First as a reserve. The artillery is in rear of Second Brigade. These headquarters are established on the railroad in rear of the right of the First Brigade.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 JNO. E. SMITH, 
Brevet Major-General.
-----
HDQRS. FOURTH DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, on Broad River, S.C., February 17, 1865.
 Maj. MAX. WOODHULL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Army Corps :
MAJOR: I have the honor to make the following detailed [report of the] movements and operations of my command during the 16th instant: Pursuant to orders received from the major-general commanding, I moved from my position on Congaree Creek at 10.30 a.m., and diverging from the main traveled road crossed the large open field, marching nearly abreast of the First Division of this corps, and halted on the hill near a cluster of deserted buildings. At 12 m. I received orders from the general commanding, transmitted through a staff officer, to move my division forward by the road and occupy the position just vacated by Major-General Hazen, which I reached and occupied at 1.30 p.m. without resistance from the enemy, with the exception of a field battery which directed its fire against my right, while taking the position assigned, and the wagon trains of the corps (both of which were in easy range and plainly visible to the enemy's guns); their shot, however, were directed too low to produce any evil effects, and the guns were in a very short time completely silenced by a few well-directed and rapid shots from Captain Callahan's battery (H, First Missouri Light Artillery), attached to this division, besides driving the enemy's skirmishers from the river bank on my right. At 4 p.m. I received orders to move my command across the Saluda River, which I succeeded in doing, and bivouacked with my infantry and artillery midway between Saluda and Broad Rivers, known as Dutch Fork, at 10.30 p.m. My train did not all get in until 6.30 a.m., the 17th instant. Owing to the darkness and crowded condition of the roads by the troops and trains, a portion of my command crossed the Saluda River in advance of the trains of the First Division, which was evidently through ignorance on the part of brigade commander, supposing that they were passing the trains of the Fourth Division.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 JNO. M. CORSE, 
Brevet Major-General.
-----
SPECIAL ORDERS No. 44.
 HDQRS. SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Columbia, S.C., February 17, 1865.
Division commanders will cause the carpenters of the pioneer corps to report forthwith with tools to Captain Klostermann, engineer, Fifteenth Army Corps, at the bridge at Saluda Factory, for the purpose of building pontoon boats. <ar99_461> 

II. The following are the orders for to-morrow:

Each division will destroy three miles of road. The First Division will commence at the depot of the South Carolina Railroad at 7 a.m. and destroy three miles toward Winnsborough. It will then move forward to a camp to be selected six miles from the city. The Fourth Division will commence three miles from the city and destroy three miles north. The Third Division will move to a point six miles north of the city and destroy three miles, after which it will move back to the camp, six miles from the city. It will not be necessary to twist or bend the rails, as the First Michigan Engineers will follow and do it. The ties will be piled up with the rails on them and fired.

Two regiments will be left to come up with the train of each division as guard, and the trains will move forward to the camp as soon as they cross to- morrow.

The Third Division will move at 7 o'clock and the Fourth Division at 8 a.m.

Headquarters of the corps will remain in the city to-morrow.

By command of Maj. Gen. F. P. Blair:

 C. CADLE, JR., 
 Assistant Adjutant-General.
-----
HEADQUARTERS SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Before Columbia, S. C., February 17, 1865.
 Brig. Gen. M. F. FORCE, 
Commanding Third Division :
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to say to you that we will remain in our present camp to-day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 C. CADLE, JR., 
 Assistant Adjutant-General.
-----
 HEADQUARTERS SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
 February 17, 1865.
 Brig. Gen. M. F. FORCE, 
 Commanding Third Division:
GENERAL: General Sherman has ordered the bridge relaid and we will move according to last night's order, the First Division moving about 10 o'clock.

Very respectfully,

 C. CADLE, JR., 
 Assistant Adjutant-General.
The Third Division will be ready to move about noon.

 DOUGLASS, 
 Assistant Adjutant-General.
-----
HEADQUARTERS SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
February 17, 1865.
 Brigadier-General FORCE, 
Commanding Third Division:
GENERAL: General Blair directs that after crossing the Saluda River you will park all your train about one mile and a half from the <ar99_462> Saluda, at a point to be indicated by Captain Steele, aide-de-camp, with the exception of fifteen ammunition wagons and ambulances, which will be taken with your division across Broad River. The artillery will accompany your column.

Very respectfully,

 A. HICKENLOOPER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Inspector-General.
-----
HDQRS. FOURTH DIVISION, SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Columbia, S.C., February 17, 1865.
 Maj. Gen. F. P. BLAIR, 
Commanding Seventeenth Army Corps:
The colors of the Thirteenth Iowa were suspended over the capitol at 11 o'clock this forenoon. National salute is now being fired by Captain Clayton, First Minnesota Battery, to commemorate this event.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 GILES A. SMITH, 
Brevet Major-General.
-----
HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
February 17, 1865.
 [Lieut. Col. A. C. MCCLURG :] 

COLONEL: I regret to have to inform the general commanding the corps that I have missed the road he ordered me to take, and am now on the Newberry road. I marched up the road along Saluda River to a road leading by a church, which I was informed by a negro resident of the vicinity was Dutch Church. But this proved erroneous, and the road brought me into this road ahead of General Morgan. I still thought I was right till I had marched several miles, and then concluded that the loss of time would not justify a return to the other road. I hope no inconvenience will result from the mistake.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 W. P. CARLIN, 
 Brigadier-General, Commanding.
-----
HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, FOURTEENTH CORPS,
Near Metts' House, February 17, 1865.
 Lieut. Col. A. C. McCLURG, 
Assistant Adjutant-General:
COLONEL: Say to the general commanding that on reaching this point, after much detention at the bridge and much labor on the road, Captain Remington reported to me that his trains could not get this far and park before 10 p.m. I therefore put the leading brigade in camp and am camping the trains as they come in. My troops alone or with the trains can march at any hour in the morning. I think, however, we have gained by making a little interval and letting the trains close up.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. BAIRD, 
 Brevet Major-General, Commanding Division.
 <ar99_463> 

ORDERS.]      HEADQUARTERS TWENTIETH CORPS,
Saluda River, S. C., February 17, 1865.
This command will march to-morrow toward Alston in the following order: Second Division, Third Division, First Division. If the wagon trains of the corps shall have succeeded in crossing the river during the night, as ordered, General Geary will break camp at daybreak, cross the river with his troops, and take the advance. General Ward, with his troops, will follow the Second Division. The batteries now with the Second and Third Divisions will march with those divisions until after crossing the river. After crossing the river General Ward will put his troops and battery in position to cover the taking up of the pontoon bridge. The pontoon train, after the bridge is taken up, will pass the Third Division, and take its place in the column at the head of the train of the Second Division. After crossing the Saluda River, General Geary will march one unencumbered brigade as the advance. Three batteries of artillery will follow the advanced brigade, one battery marching with the rear guard, which will consist of one brigade of the First Division. Each division commander will dispose of his troops so as to cover his own trains. General Geary will keep himself informed as to the success of the trains in crossing the river, and he will not leave his present camp until the train has so far crossed the river that he will have the road unobstructed to the bridge.

By command of Bvt. Maj. Gen. A. S. Williams:

 CHAS. MEYER, 
 Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
FLAG-SHIP HARVEST MOON,
Rebellion Roads, Charleston Harbor, February 18, 1865.
 (Via Fort Monroe, Va., 7 p.m. 20th. Received 7.20 p.m.)
 Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy:
SIR: Charleston was abandoned this morning by the rebels. I am now on my way to the city, and have the honor to be, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

 JNO. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rear. Admiral.
-----
CITY POINT, VA., February 18, 1865---4.30 p.m.
(Received 5 p.m.)
 Major-General HALLECK, 
Washington:
With Charleston in our hands, which I now believe assured to us, Gillmore will be able to spare a large part of his force. Direct him the moment that takes place to garrison the seaport harbors he deems most important for us to hold, with minimum numbers, and send all surplus troops to Cape Fear River. If he should receive other instructions from Sherman he will be guided by them. He should send none but white troops out of his department.

U.S. GRANT, Lieutenant-General.
SPECIAL FIELD ORDERS No. 42.
 HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT AND
ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE,
Columbia, S.C., February 18, 1865.
*          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *

II. It having been brought to the attention of the commanding general that certain lawless and evil-disposed soldiers of this command have threatened to destroy the remainder of this city with fire, it is ordered that all commanding officers and provost-marshals use the utmost vigilance by establishing sufficient guards and patrols to prevent at all cost, even to the taking the life of any refractory soldier, a recurrence of the horrors of last night. Maj. Gen. F. P. Blair, commanding the Seventeenth Army Corps, will assign an officer to command of that part of the city northeast of Taylor street. To Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. B. Woods is assigned the command of that portion of the city southwest of Taylor street. They will appoint provost-marshals, who will be authorized to call upon the corps commander for sufficient force to prevent burning, pillaging, and all other acts subversive of good order and military discipline.

III. Capt. E. N. Carpenter, Sixth Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry Volunteers, is hereby announced as acting aide-de-camp to the major-general commanding, and will be obeyed and respected accordingly. <ar99_476> 

I V. The work of today will be continued tomorrow. The Fifteenth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. John A. Logan commanding, will employ two divisions in breaking the railroad, and will continue to furnish similar details as those of today for the purpose of completing the destruction of public property. Care will be taken that every part of the rolling stock is rendered perfectly useless. The Seventeenth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. F. P. Blair commanding, will continue the work on the same road and be careful to complete the destruction in the vicinity of the town. Before the destruction of the store buildings at the depot the chief commissary of subsistence of the department will supply the army with such stores as he may find, such as salt, wheat, &c. He will furnish what salt is necessary for the Columbia Hospital, and the surplus he will have saved for the poorer citizens who have been burned out. The bridge train will be moved up during the day and parked in rear of the Seventeenth Army Corps beyond the limits of the city.

By order of Maj. Gen. O. O. Howard:

 A.M. VAN DYKE, 
 Assistant Adjutant-General.
-----
HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
 Columbia, S.C., February 18, 1865.
 Maj. MAX. WOODHULL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Army Corps:
MAJOR: I respectfully report that no change has occurred in my line today. The brigade first on provost duty in the city has been again strengthened, as I have just ordered Colonel Catterson, commanding Second Brigade, to send another regiment to Brevet Brigadier-General Woods, thus giving eight regiments from my division on guard duty in the town. I have ordered that every enlisted man found on the streets after 5 o'clock this evening (unless on duty) without the written pass of his division commander to be arrested and placed in confinement, directing Brevet Brigadier-General Woods to suffer no resistance in the least to his guards. I am confident the scenes of last night will not be repeated.

I am, major, very respectfully,

 C. R. WOODS, 
 Brevet Major-General.
-----
HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Columbia, S.C., February 18, 1865.
 Maj. MAX. WOODHULL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General:
I have the honor to report that at about 3 a.m. General Oliver's brigade (the Third) was, by direction of the major-general commanding the corps, sent to patrol the city, arresting all men found in the streets. The duty was performed promptly, and, so far as I could learn, efficiently. At 7 a.m. the troops of this division were disposed along the Columbia Branch South Carolina Railroad, and have effectually destroyed to-day six miles of it. My headquarters are where they were last report.

I am, respectfully,

 W. B. HAZEN, 
 Major-General.
 <ar99_477> 

HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Columbia, S.C., February 18, 1865.
 Major-General HAZEN, 
Commanding Second Division, -Fifteenth Army Corps:
GENERAL: In accordance with instructions received from department headquarters, the minimum limit of destruction of the railroad south of the city will be fifteen miles. Should this work not be accomplished to-night by the two divisions assigned to that duty, they will bivouac near the point at which they may be working when night overtakes them, and commence on the road by daylight to-morrow. As soon as fifteen miles of road have been destroyed the divisions will return to camp near this city.(*)
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 MAX. WOODHULL, 
 Assistant Adjutant-General.
[Indorsement.]
Col. Theodore Jones, having many side-tracks to destroy, will not be required to proceed beyond the first mile to-day. To-morrow he will finish the second mile. Also, to-morrow the Second and Third Brigades will proceed and destroy to the fifteen-mile point, and on the same day return to this point. Mr. Scupham and Captain Earnest are charged with seeing this order executed.

 W. B. HAZEN, 
Major-General.
-----
CIRCULAR.]      HDQRS. SECOND DIV., FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Columbia, S.C., February 18, 1865.
I have in charge, at the citadel where the South Carolina Military School was kept, a large quantity of infantry and artillery ammunition; parts of gun carriages; guns, large and small; cavalry equipments; tools, and a large amount of other property useful to the service, which all portions of the army needing the same are requested to call for and appropriate. The officer in charge is directed to recognize all requisitions, however informal.

 W. B. HAZEN, 
Major-General.
-----
HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Columbia, S.C., February 18, 1865.
 Maj. Max. WOODHULL, 
Assistant Adjutant General, Fifteenth Army Corps:
MAJOR: I have the honor to report that no change has been made in the disposition of this command since my report of the 17th instant, and that nothing unusual has transpired during the day.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 JNO. E. SMITH, 
Brevet Major-General.
 <ar99_478> 

SPECIAL FIELD ORDERS No. 19.
HDQRS. 4TH DIV., 15TH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, on Broad River, S.C.,
February 18, 1865.
I. Brigade commanders will hold their men under arms ready to move at a moment's notice, the men to be supplied with forty rounds of ammunition full per man and two days' full rations, which must last four. One ambulance will follow each regiment, no other wagons to accompany the command, except ordnance. The First Brigade will take the advance, the Second Brigade will hold the center, and the Third Brigade the rear.

By order of Bvt. Maj. Gen. John M. Corse:

 L. H. EVERTS, 
 Assistant Adjutant-General.
-----
HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Columbia, S.C., February 18, 1865.
 Major BURKHARDT, 
Commanding Twenty-ninth Missouri Mounted Infantry:
MAJOR: Major-Generals Hazen and Smith have been ordered to destroy the railroad running from Columbia to Branchville for fifteen miles below the city. The general commanding directs that you proceed with your command to that point and thence to the Wateree River, destroying all bridges, trestles, water-tanks, depots, and other buildings along the railroad. On completing this task you will rejoin the command. In the execution of the order you will observe the greatest caution, as you will be some distance from any infantry supports. When engaged on the work of destruction you will establish pickets to guard against a surprise or sudden dashes of the enemy's cavalry. You will not allow any of your men to obtain liquor, and will destroy any that they may now have that you can discover.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 MAX. WOODHULL, 
 Assistant Adjutant-General.
SPECIAL ORDERS No. 45.
 HDQRS. SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Columbia, S.C., February 18, 1865.
The destruction of the road will be continued to-morrow.

Brig. Gen. M. F. Force, commanding Third Division, will commence at a point nine miles from the city and destroy three miles.

Maj. Gen. J. A. Mower, commanding First Division, will commence at the end of the Third Division assignment and destroy two miles.

Bvt. Maj. Gen. G. A. Smith, commanding Fourth Division, will commence at the end of the First Division assignment and destroy one mile.

Division commanders will send out such details as they think proper to do the work, leaving, however, a sufficient force to protect their present camp.

Brevet Major-General Smith will move out his working party at 7 o'clock.

The working party of the First Division will follow that of the Fourth Division.

The working party of the Third Division will follow that of the First Division. <ar99_479> 

The details will return to camp as soon as the work is finished. In the destruction the rails will be bent and twisted. Corps headquarters will remain in the city to-morrow.

The brigade from the First Division now doing provost duty will remain in the city to-morrow.

By command of Maj. Gen. F. P. Blair:

 C. CADLE, JR., 
 Assistant Adjutant-General

------------------------

HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Columbia, S.C., February 20, 1865.
 Maj. Gen. JOHN A. LOGAN, 
Commanding Fifteenth Army Corps:
GENERAL: I have the honor to make the following report of the destruction of property in and about Columbia, S.C., done in compliance <ar99_503> with written instructions from Lieut. Col. William E. Strong, assistant inspector-general, Army of the Tennessee, dated February 18, 1865; Owing to the great variety of articles and property destroyed and the general confusion they were in, it has been impossible to make actual inventories. The following' are estimates, and I believe them to be in most cases rather under than above the actual amount: 1,000 bales of cotton, 19 locomotives (these comprised all the locomotives in and about the city, they were destroyed by burning the wood work and breaking everything breakable about their machinery and punching holes in their boilers and tenders); 20 box-cars (all that were left of a large number destroyed by the incendiary fires of the 17th instant); all the buildings not previously burned belonging to the South Carolina Railroad and depot, 2 large freight sheds being included; in these freight sheds were destroyed 60 sets complete of six-mule team harness, 1,000 pounds of trace chains, 40 kegs of nails, 25 kegs railroad iron spikes, 5 tons of railroad machinery of various kinds, and a large miscellaneous collections of articles valuable to the enemy, which it was impracticable under the circumstances to classify and make an inventory of; 650 car wheels (destroyed by sledging off the flanges); 2 buildings filled with stationery belonging to the so-called Confederate States, consisting of note, cap, letter, and envelope paper, envelopes, steel pens, penholders, ink, and quartermasters' and other blanks. These things were mixed up in a heterogeneous mass. The only way I can convey an idea of the amount is to estimate them at two tons' weight. Twenty-five powder mills. These comprised all the powder mills along the Congaree River; the machinery was destroyed and the mills blown up. The so-called Confederate States armory, situated on the Congaree River, comprising warehouses, machine shops, foundry, and offices; the machinery of the shops and a large amount of other machinery which had not been taken out of the original packages was broken thoroughly by sledging, and the ruin completed afterwards by burning the buildings. A large amount, probably half a ton, of all varieties of files and other gun-making tools in the original packages were destroyed; the gunstocks and barrels and muskets destroyed here have been reported by the ordnance officers. The smoke-stacks of six manufactories of various kinds were thrown over or blown up. Ten tons of machinery, said to belong to the Confederate States, found packed in boxes under a shed on the common, was destroyed, consisting of a stationary engine and lathe and other machinery, the use of which could not be ascertained. The destruction of all property mentioned in the directions is believed to be entire and complete. The above list does not include the entire amount, but is as accurate as the circumstances will admit.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

 L. E. YORKE, 
 Lieut. Col. and Asst. Inspector-General, Fifteenth Army Corps.

----------------------------------

HDQRS. DEPARTMENT AND ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE,
Rice Creek Springs, S.C., February 20, 1865.
 Maj. Gen. F. P. BLAIR,  Jr.,
Comdg. Seventeenth Army Corps, Army of the Tennessee:
GENERAL: I desire to call your attention to the fact that some of our soldiers have been committing the most outrageous robberies of watches, jewelry, &c. A case has come to my notice where a watch and several articles of jewelry were stolen by a foraging party under the eye of the commissioned officer in charge. Another, where a brute had violently assaulted a lady by striking her, and had then robbed her of a valuable gold watch. In one instance money was stolen to the amount of $150, and another, where an officer with a foraging party had allowed his men to take rings off the fingers of ladies in his presence. Today a soldier was found plundering, arrested, placed under the guard of one of General Corse's orderlies, and was liberated by some of his comrades who had arms in their hands, and who threatened the life of the guard. These outrages must be stopped at all hazards, and the thieves and robbers who commit them be dealt with severely and summarily. I am inclined to think that there is a regularly organized banditti who commit these outrages and who share the spoils. I call upon you and upon all the officers and soldiers under you, who have one spark of honor or respect for the profession which they follow, to help me put down these infamous proceedings and to arrest the perpetrators. Please furnish to every inspector, provost-marshal, and officer in charge of a foraging party a copy of this letter, and enjoin them to be on the watch to stop these infamous proceedings, and to bring to justice the individuals who commit them.

Very respectfully,

 O. O. HOWARD, 
Major-General.
(Same to General Logan, commanding Fifteenth Army Corps.)
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